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War of words over childcare 


6 Mothers are 
key figures 
' for education 
talk, for 
talking about 
homework, 
for dis cussing 
what has 
gone on in 
the day 5 

Professor 
Margaret O’Brien 

Glenda Cooper 

Children who attend daycare centres 
have higher IQs and better social 
skills than those whose mothers do 
not work, according to a leading 
child-research institution. 

The findings, which encompass 
eight major studies carded out since 
the 1960s, contradicts research high- 
lighted by the BBC s Panorama pro- 
gramme yesterday whkh claimed that 
children of working mothers are 
more likely to fail at schooL 
That study, carried out by the Uni- 
versity of North London, concluded 
that children whose mothers worked 
full-time were twice as likely to M 
their GCSE examinations as those 
who worked part-tune. The research, 
concentrating on 600 working-class 
families in East London, provoked 
** storm of protest from parents' and 
women's groups. 

But findings by the Institute of 
Quid Health, looking at children en- 
tering the school system, showed 
strong beneficial results for children 
who received quality childcare. All 
eight studies showed that IQ was in- 
creased and the early cognitive gains 
prevented later failure at school. 

Although the IQ effect became 
less pronounced as time went on, six 
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Small beginning Children playing yesterday at the Pillar Boot Montessori Nursery School In Bow, East London 


of the trials examined the effect of 
daycare on later school achieve- 
ment, including tests in the three R& 
Five out of the ax trials showed per- 
sistent differences favouring the ex- 
perimental group.. 

Children who had daycare were 
also much better behaved both at 
home and in class. 

By the age of 27, five times as many 
individuals who did not receive pre- 
school day care had been arrested cm 
five or more occasions as those who 
did have daycare. 


“In the light of these data, state- 
ments about the adverse behav- 
ioural effects of daycare can only be 
interpreted as ideological state- 
ments,” said Dr Ian Roberts, direc- 
tor of the Quid Health Monitoring 
Unit at the Institute of Quid Health, 
■who carried out the overview. 

Mothers also benefited when then- 
children had access to daycare. 
Three out of four trials found that 
.daycare increased maternal paid 
employment. 

In one project all mothers had 


comparable education and employ- 
ment levels beforehand but by the 
time their children readied four and 
a half those with pre-school children 
were less likely to be unemployed or 
have unskflledjobs and more likely 
to be financially self-supporting. 

“There isn’t a scrap of evidence 
that putting children in daycare 
while their mothers go to work is bad 
for their health or education,” said 
Dr Roberts. “On the contrary, the 
evidence from well-conducted and 
controlled trials suggests that it's very 


good for children." His findings 
were supported by Colette Kelleher. 
director of the Daycare Trust, which 
yesterday reported that only one 
childcare place exists for every nine 
children under the age of eight. 

“We are aware that quality child- 
care is what every child should have 
and it is very postive," said Ms Kelie- 
her. “Daycare needs to be put on the 
political agenda. It is on issue for any 
government and is as important as 
health and education." 

But Patricia Morgan, research 


Photograph: Andrew Buurman 

fellow at the Institute of Economic 
Affairs and author of Mho Needs Par- 
ents? The Effects of Childcare and 
Early Education on Children in 
Britain and the USA disputed the 
findings. “These intensive-learning 
programmes are used ou highly dis- 
advantaged children." she said. 
"These projects are the sort of thing 
that responsible middle-class moth- 
ers are doing anyway. The best pro- 
grammes are based on good 
parenting in the real world. It is no 
miracle." 


6 There isn’t a 
scrap of 
evidence that 
putting 
children in 
day-care while 
mothers go to 
work is bad for 
health or 
education 9 

Dr Ian Roberts 
Institute of Child Health 


The research on which Panmama 
was based reached similar conclusions: 
"Mothers arc key figures for education 
talk, for talking about homework, for 
discussing what has gone on in the 
day," said Professor Margaret O'Brien, 
who carried out the research. “It ap- 
pears that for children who are living 
in households where the mother is 
working part-time she's around more 
at that time of day when the children 
want to talk about these issues." 

Another study highlighted in the 
programme identified “middle-class 
deprivation” among 100 well-to-do 
Californian families. Six-year-olds 
whose mothers worked full or part 
time did worse in tests than those with 
stay-at-home mothers. 

But Dr Roberts stressed that fi- 
nancial status played a large part in 
influencing the kind of care children 
received. “These findings dearly 
have important implications for eq- 
uity in education," he said. “Access 
to high-quality pre-school education 
is currently rationed on the basis of 
being able to pay for it. As a result 
public provision of primary-school ed- 
ucation docs not provide for equali- 
ty of educational opportunity, since 
some children start school with a con- 
siderable educational advantage." 

Polly Toynbee, page 15 


Britain’s poorest face losing legal advice 


by Patricia Wynn Davies, Legaf Affairs Editor 


Some of the poorest and most 
disadvantaged peoble would be 
hit under controversial plans by 
the Lord Chancellor's Depart- 
ment to abolish the jegalaia ad- 
vice scheme for ar^ninal cases. 

Gary Streeter, trie Home Of- 
fice minister responsible for le- 
gal aid, is expected to decide 
within a fortnight 'whether to 
sweep away the “green form” 
scheme which allows legal ad- 
visers to give up tci two hours’ 
free advice withouj authorisa- 
tion from the" Legal Aid Board. 

The proposal, which would 
not require legislation, is . un- 
derstood to have the personal 


backing of Mr Streeter, who has 
championed legal aid reform. 

Legal campaigners say the 
move, intended to speed up the 
legal process, wiU lead to 
greater delays and higher costs. 
Some lawyers have warned that 
if Mr Streeter presses ahead 
with abolition rather than am- 
endment of the scheme, he 
would open himself to the risk 
of judicial review in the courts. 

Moves to introduce the 
change have been made almost 
by stealth, with minimal con- 
sultation over a few weeks in- 
stead of the several months 
allowed by the department. 


A letter from a departmen- 
tal official last month stated: 
“Our provisional view ... is that 
we should remove advice on 
criminal matters from within the 
scope of the green form 
scheme”. But the letter was sent 
only to the Law Society, the so- 
licitors’ professional body, and 
not to other welfare, legal and 
campaigning groups. 

The department appears to 
want things both ways. Some 
£23.6m was spent on criminal 
green form advice in 1995-6, in- 
volving 377,564 acts of assis- 
tance. Yet, said the letter: “We 
..have some difficulty in under- 


standing what it is the green 
form is being used for that 
could not and should not be 
properly covered mother ways." 

The Law Society and cam- 
paigners from the Legal Action 
Group say the scheme is es- 
sential in two main categories 
of case: where a. person is un- 
der investigation by the police 
and has not yet been charged; 
and where cases are not serious . 
enough for representation un- 
der the full legal aid scheme. 
The latter might include those 
not involving risk of imprison- 
ment, or failure to pay a tele- 
vision licence. 

The free advice is often need- 
ed while applications for full 
criminal legal aid, now subject 


to rigorous means testing, are 
being considered. 

'Hie move has also come at 
a time when the Lord Chan- 
cell or, Lord Mackay of Clash- 
fern, is warning magistrates to 
cut down on the number of ad- 
journments: Vicki Chapman, 
policy officer for the Legal Ac- 
tion Group, said: “More ad- 
journments will be required if 
preliminary work has not been 
done or unrepresented litigants 
have been unable to get advice 
before arriving at court. Far 
from speeding things up. this 
change would cause greater 
delays and add to costs." 

The group has warned that 
people who couldn't gel help 
under the scheme would now 


turn to court or police station 
duty solicitors, threatening the 
viability of schemes in some ar- 
eas. The upshot could be that 
there are no significant savings. 

Under current regulations 
there is no clear demarcation 
between work that can be done 
under various parts of the legal 
aid scheme. But Russell Wall- 
man, director of policy at the 
Law Society, said: "Of course, 
the Government must moke 
sure there is no duplication. 
That does not call for the scrap- 
ping of the scheme in its en- 
tirety. The green form scheme 
exists specifically to give people 
advice about their legal position 
in situations where they are not 
haring representation m court." 
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Clangers open surrogate election campaign 


Anthony Bevfens 

Political Editor 

A surrogate general election 
camp ai g n opened with a display 
of confusion and fumbling self 1 
contradiction in Winal South 
yesterday. 

Even before the Govern- 
ment Chief Whip had moved 
the last-minute Commons writ 
for a Wirral South by-election 
on 27 February, Michael Hes- 
eltine, the deputy prime minis- 
ter, had dropped a clanger on 
his own candidate, saying he ex- 
pected the Wirral voters to give 
the Tories a good hiding. 

Later, as n to provide polit- 
ical balance. Labour faced both 
ways on the delicate issue of 
Wirral grammar schools, saying 
it would not abolish them but 
would give parents the right to 
get rid of them. 

Unveiling the latest anti- 
Labour poster in London, Mr 
Headline said- “There are a lot 


" of people around who sec by- 
elections as an opportunity to 
kick the Government, and we- 
would expect to see that.” One 
party stalwart in WirraJ South 
yesterday said Mr Heseltine 
might be of more use “if he kept 
his b jg gob shut”. 

Stephen Dorrell, Secretary of 
State for Health, the duty Cab- 
inet minister in the constituen- 
cy yesterday, was more diplom- 
atic: “Mr Heseltine was answer- 
ing, no doubt, a different ques- 
tion.” he said on a walkabout in 
Heswall, the most prosperous 
part of the constituency. 

Mr Dorrell was less than 
certain when pressed to give a 
firm promise that the by-elec- 
tion would not be aborted by a 
decision to call a snap general 
election for March, to avoid 
h umili ation in Wirral South 
an da possible Commons defeat 
in a confidence vote, 

77k? Independent asked Mr 
Dorrell seven times for a pledge - 


ttfLTM 

PAY 1 




that the by-election would be 
held on 27 February. At the 
second time of asking, he said: 
“L er, there’s, er, it's absolute- 
ly clear we're moving a by- 
election writ, er. because we 
intend there to be a by-election 
(sic) io be held." 


Les Byrom. the Conservative 
candidate, told The Independent 
he had not got a clue as to 
whether John Major would pull 
the plug on his by-election cam- 
paign. “We have a by-election 
to fight and the people of Wirral 
South are wiy important in that 
respect." he said. “But there's 
also the national interest as well, 
and I don't know what the 
Prime Minister has in mind". 

John Prescon, Labour's 
deputy leader, said in the con- 
stituency that it would he an 
“outrage" if Wirral South's vot- 
ers were offered a by-election, 
only to havp it withdrawn be- 
cause of a Tbiy decision that a 
general election would help- 
cut their losses. Labour’s deputy 
leader also said Mr Heseltine 
had "thrown in the towel" even 
before the fight bad begun. 

_ But Labour descended into 
disarray of its own, with candi- 
date Ben Chapman saying local 

grammar schools were under no 


threat of closure “unless, as wc 
have said, the parents choose to 
change the admissions policy. 

“The parents can. if they so 
wish, have a ballot on the future 
of the grammar schools." 

■ Mr Major today will risk 
alienating Britain's European 
partners by taking the British 
election to Brussels with a warn- 
ing that the social chapter is a 
“Trojan Horse" which will de- 
stroy jobs. The Prime Minister 
will use a conference of Euro- 
pean businessmen to attack the 
Social Chapter and Labours 
plans to end Britain's opt-out 
from European regulations. ’ 
Federal threat page 8 
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Police re-arrest stepfather 
of missing schoolgirl 

Police investigating the disappearance of the missing schoolgirl 
Zoe Evans were last night questioning her stepfather in connection 
with her suspected killing. Detectives arrested Miles Evans, 23, at 
lunchtime yesterday. Nine-year-old Zoe has been missing for more 
than three weeks after disappearing from her home on an army 
base in Warminster, Wiltshire, on 11 January. Detectives began to 
fear that she had been killed when they found bloodstained items 
of her clothing on a railway embankment. 

Despite extensive searches by police, soldiers and civilians, Zoe 
has still not been found. Officers also studied closed-circuit 
television pictures taken in a Warminster shopping centre shortly 
after Zee's disappearance showing a girl matching her description 
walking with a man and a woman. 

Shortly after Zee's disappearance, her mother and stepfather 
appeared at a televised press conference to appeal for information. 
Mr Evans was arrested two weeks ago and held for questioning for 
four days before being released without charge. Matthew Brace 

Bill monitors abuse case evidence 

Suspected rapists and child abusers will be supervised to prevent 
evidence in their cases from being circulated as pornography in 
prisons under a new law which has government approval. The Bill, 
which has been pul forward by Robert Hughes, Conservative MP 
for Harrow West, would prevent defendants from seeing sensitive 
materia] unless they are accompanied by a solicitor, prison official 
or police officer. 

There has been concern that details of assaults, including explicit 
photographs and statements, have been distributed among inma tes 
in prisons. In some child abuse cases, pictures have been swapped 
among paedophile groups outside the penal system. Fran Abrams 

Suspected war criminal’s illness 

Representatives of an 
alleged war criminal from 
Surrey whose trial collapsed 
last month when a jury 
found him mentally unfit to 
face charges bad not told 
government law officers 
that he was suffering from 
Alzheimer's Disease, the 
Lord Chancellor, Lord 
Mackay of Clashfem, said 
* last night Lord Mackay 
said at question time: 
“Attorney General Sir 
Nicholas Lyell would expect 
to take account of any 
available medical evidence when deciding whether to consent to the 
bringing of proceedings under the War Crimes AcL” 

In the case of Szyroon Serafinowicz, the 86-year-old retired 
carpenter charged with murdering three Jews on the eastern front 
Sir Nicholas “did offer the defendant an opportunity to submit any 
such evidence”. The Lord Chancellor added: “At the time, the 
Attorney General caused inquiry to be made to those representing 
the defendant whether there was any medical bar to a prosecution 
and whether the defendant wished to make representations to the 
law officers as to his health, mental or physical. But no 
representations were forthcoming.” 

Nurses suspended after baby dies 

Two nurses have been suspended from duty after a baby girl died in 
hospital. An internal investigation is now under way at Burnley 
general hospital in Lancashire into the death of the newborn infant 
in the neonatal intensive care unit two weeks ago. A separate 
coroner's investigation is also being carried out and an inquest wilJ 
be held. Police said they were aware of the investigations, but it is 
understood that no criminal allegations have been made. 

Motorist accused of fatal road rage 

A motorist shot dead one man and seriously wounded another in a 
case of “road rage taken to extreme”, a court heard yesterday. 

Car dealer Lee Gardiner. 25. allegedly warned two terrified 
witnesses who had watched shootings: “You don't know me. I’m a 
bad hoy. I'm a gangster.” 

John Bcvan. forlhe prosecution, said: “It was as dear intent to 
kill as one could imagine." Southwark Crown Court beard that the 
late-night confrontation occurred in May 1996 after a minor 
collision between Mr Gardiner's Renault 5 and a Mitsubishi car. 

Inmates sought for new boot camp 

Prison officials are searching for up to 12 inmates to be sent to the 
country's second “boot camp“ for young offenders which will open 
this month. The camp, sited in the grounds of the Military 
Corrective Training Centre at Colchester, will be run by military 
instructors and offenders will face a tough regime in austere 
conditions. Inmates who break the rules face being sent back to 
jail. The camp will eventually house 30 prisoners. Jason Bennetto 
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Tiger Woods; The best is yet to come, say golfing 

The man people 


T hai governments are rarely accused of not be- 
ing pragmatic, or to put ft another way, oppor- 
tunistic. This helps explain why Tiger Woods, the 
new wunderkind of the international golf circuit, is be- 
ing claimed as one of Thailand's own.. 

Woods is nothing short of a a phenomenon. His 
career would be incredible even if it were not for the 
fact that he is black, stffl a rare thing on the highly 
conservative international golf circuit. In short, he has 
taken hts sport by storm since turning professional 
last year and the pundits are predicting remarkable 
things. He will soon become as potent a symbol of 
black achievement they say. as Muhammad All or 
Michael Jordan. He will be foe black Jack Niddaus. 

In Thailand, excitement is rapidly reaching fever 
pitch, in anticipation of Woods's arrival today. Why? 
Because the American, whose mother is Thai, wfll be 
offered Thai citizenship and a royal honour at a cer- 
emony attended by the usual circus of publicity seek- 
ing politicians. 

“Fact is," wrote a Thai columnist “we Thais ab- 
solutely adore anyone who is rich and famous- and 
when the rich and famous can throw in a bit of Thai- 
ness as welt then it's certainly time to break out the 
flags and get really carried away." 


Bosnia veteran 
takes over as 
Army chief 

General Sir Roger Wheeler, the 
son of a distinguished Army gen- 
eral. took over as the new head of 
the Army yesterday. 

Gen Wheeler, who was Com- 
mander-In-Chief Land Command, 
replaced General Sir Charles 
Guthrie, who is to become Chief 
of the Defence Staff. 

Gen Wheeler, 55, was selected 
as the new Chief of the General 
Staff from a strong list of con- 
tenders. including General Sir 
Michael Rose, who is currently 
Adjutant General and will now re- 
tire in the summer. 

The former SAS commander 
became a household name when 
he commanded United Nations 
forces In Bosnia in a high-profile 
12-month operation. 

Gen Wheeler was commis- 
sioned into his father's regiment 
the Royal Ulster Rifles, in 1964. 

His early military career saw 
service in Borneo and the Middle 
East He served as a brigade ma- 
jor during the 1974 Cyprus emer- 
gency and was a member of Lord 



Gen Wheeler: Distinguished 

Carver's staff during the 1977 
Rhodesia talks. 

He later commanded British 
forces in Northern Ireland be- 
tween 1993 and 1996. and was' 
Commander of the 1st Armoured 
Division on the Rhine between 
1989 and 1990. 

Gen Wheeler lists his interests 
as fly-fishing, cricket and shoot- 
ing. Not suprisingty, he belongs to 
the Army and Navy Club. 
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Benefit crackdown Bill 
may compromise rights 

Plans for the pooling of information by Govxroracntldupartmeno r 
to crack down on social security fraud could violate the European 
Convention on Human Rights, two banisters have warned ina 
legal opinion. The opinion, drawn up by Richard Drabble QC and . - 
- Dinah Rose for Liberty, the civil rights organisation, advises of a . 
“substantial risk” that the Social Security Administration (Fraqd) 
Bill would breach Article 8, which guarantees the right to respect - 
for private Hfe and correspondence, because of the breadth or.the V 
discretion in the Bill and me lack of safeguards for the prevention 
of abuse. . 

The Bill would allow the Inland Revenue and Customs to pass 
information on individuals for use in the prevention, detection^ 
investigation or prosecution of social security offences. Other' - 
Government departments would be allowed to pass information on 
immig ration matters or “any other matter which is prescribed” to 
the Department of Social Security, while the department will be 
permitted to pass information to councils administering housing or 
younefl tax benefit. Patricia Wynn Davies 


SHOPPING 

Threat to supermarket supremacy 

The weekly visit to the local supermarket could soon he a thing of 
the past, according to a shopping survey by property. consu lt ants 
Healey & Baker. It forecasts a growth of the “doorstep delivery” 
market to around £&5bn, with 20 per cent of the population , . 
buying their groceries through home shopping services or “driye- 
thru” operations. .. 2" ■ 

The study suggests t hat shoppers value choice and convenience 
above price. Almost half those surveyed said they did not choose to 
shop in the stores they believed offered the lowest prices. , . 

Ifesco is already running an Internet shopping trial in Wteit; 
London and is extending the service to five new areas. Sainsbpry's 
is r unning an “Order A « , 111 ■ j 
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.The problem, however, is that the.affer.df cSzerv 
ship to Woods has only succeeded In MghBghfingThai- 
land’s archaic and highly efisaiminskuy laws. relating 
to children of mixed marriages and the difficulties non- - 
Thais have in acquiring citizenship. 

Bottom of the pile are the chDdren of Thai women 
married to foreigners, even if, unlike Woods, who does 
not speak Thai, they live in Thailand. These children 
are deprived of most civic rights and cannot, for ex- 
ample, own land. 

Although Tiger Woods Is weH respected, the offer 
of citizenship Is raising eyebrows because it is dear; 
that he is essentially an American, whereas many Thai . 
residents have a much stronger claim to citizenship 
but have no hope of acquiring it Tida Woods, Tiger's 
mother, has been doing her best to demonstrate that 
her son has some Thaltnfluences in his Ufa. She says 
he was brought up as a Buddhist and, IB® many Thais, 
wears a Buddhist amulet round his neck. - ' ^ 

However, Woods may not be able to avail himseff 
of the honour because the .US frowns on dual ria-' 
tionallty. He will have less trouble accepting the.. 
$500,000 appearance fee for joining a golf tournament 
in one of Thailand's many luxurious golf efube this 
week. . Stephen Mines — Bangkok 


Women, 50, gives 
birth to triplets 

A 50-year-old woman has become 
the country's oldest mother of 
triplets in what Is described by her 
gynaecologist as "the chance of the 
century". 

Sue Green from Peterborough, 
Cambridgeshire gave birth to 
triplets Oliver, Aaron, and Samuel, 
on 8 November last year, nine 
weeks early. The multiple birth 
makes Mrs Green the second old- 
est mother of triplets in the world, 
after a 57-year-old Italian woman 
who gave birth in 1994. 

Mrs Green and her husband 
Steve, 29, paid £4,500 for private In 
vitro fertilisation treatment after the 
NHS said she was too old to be 
helped. She already has five chil- 
dren from a previous relationship of 
whom the oldest is 30. 

She had three embryos implant- 
ed last April and within two weeks 
discovered she was expecting 
triplets. “1 laughed my socks off - 1 
was thrilled," she told the Sun. ■ 

"I may be 50 but I feel no differ- 
ent from when I had my first child 
30 years ago. I am full of life and 
was determined to prove the doc- 
tors wrong." Gfenda Cooper 
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Collect’' service at its 
Watford store, where 
customers phone throngh 
• their order then drop by 
the store to collect it. 
According to the report, 21 


be interested to a home 
delivery service and 11 per 
.cent in an “order and 
collect” system. 

- Where People Shop 1997, 
Healey * Baker. Tek 0171 
5142112. 

Nigel Cope 


EDUCATION 

Students missing out on training 

Thousands of potential students with disabilities or learning 
difficulties are missing out on education and job training because 
colleges lack the resources to provide for them. A study of 
provision for students with special needs in 460 further educatipn 
colleges in England claimed their numbers could be double the 
1996 figure of 126,000 if all demand was met. 

The Mapping Provision study, by the Institute of Employment 
Studies, also found almost a third of colleges admitted they could 
not cater for all the special needs of existing students. Lack of 
trained staff and inadequate resources again took most of the 
blame.. 

Mapping Provision, £13.95, the Stationery Office. PO Bax 276, 
London, SW8 5DT. Tek 0171-873 9090. LucyWbnl 


CHARITIES 

Donations stagnant since Lottery 

Complaints that the National Lottery has adversely affected the 
finances of British charities are likely to be revived with the 
publication of 3 report showing that the level of public donations 
has stagnated since its inception. 

According to the Barclays/NGO Charity 100 Index of leading 
charities, total incomes rose by an average of just 0.7 per cent 
between October 1995 and October 1996. However; between 
January 1992 and January 1995, charity incomes had rapidly 
outstripped the Retail Price Index, with an average year-on -year 
increase of 8.75 per cent. 

The index tracks a variety of sources of income, not all of which 
can be affected by the lottery. Nevertheless, fund-raising managers 
are likely to be alarmed fay the analysis, published in the magazine 
NGO Finance. 


ECONOMICS 

South East leads productivity 

Britons created £594bn of wealth, or an average of £10,137 for 
each individual, according to economic figures foe 1995 released by 
the Government yesterday. 

The gross domestic product fGDP) figures, published by the 
Office For National Statistics, showed the South East was the most 
productive region - with 31 per cent of the total population it 
accounted for 35 per cent of the nation's wealth. 

London had the highest GDP per bead in the UK at £12^00. By 
contrast, the rate per head for Vrales was £8,440 and for Northern 
Ireland it was £8,410. Outside the South East. East Anglia was the 
only region to exceed the £10,000 mark - with £10,226. 



SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 4 JL2% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the first half of 1996 



DELL DIMENSION XPS Ntfi6s 
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MMX TECHNOLOGY 

• 16Mb SDRAM 

• SI? Kb CACHE 

• 3Gb EIDE HARD DRIVE 

• STB P0WERGRAPH 64 3D PCI GRAPHIC5 CARD WITH 
2Mb VIDEO MEMORY 

• 15‘COLOUR SVGA MONITOR (11.75'VlEWAflLE AREA) 

• TWELVE SPEED CD-ROM DRIVE 

• MID -SITED DESKTOP CHASSIS 

• INTEGRATED 16-BTr SOUND 

• WINDOWS 95 & MICROSOFT OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 95 


D6LL 


£ With Del1 - thin 8 s i usf s et berter and better. For only £1.199 (£1.438.20 inc. del. & VAT), were 
cw offering a Dell Dimension" XPS MI66s with a Pentium® Processor with MMX" technology. Because it 
comes with MMX technology it can run between L0% and 2056 faster under todays normal business 
applications. It also includes a powerful 12 Speed CD-ROM Drive and a 3Gb Hard Drive. And we're 
giving you additional upgrades at outstanding prices ( see below to upgrade this system further). But you must hurry. 
Call the world’s leading direct PC manufacturer* today on 01344 724854 


for a much berter deal all round. 


‘Source: IDC 


Upgrade Options 

Special Price far ibis Dimension XPS Ml 66s bundle only 

Add on (ddithmoi 16Mb RAM 
ond m uptpade to AG290 spedken 

Only £100 (£117 JO he. VAT) 

Add a 33.4 Inferno! Modem 

Only £99 (£11623 «_ VAI) 

(CALI HOW FOI DETAILS OF WINDOWS 97 UPGRADES.) 
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All 


you need is a luwie 


Under Blair’s 
new scheme 
stars will use 
their millions 
to help young 
hopefuls 


David Uster 

Arts News Editor 

Showbusiness millionaires are giving a 
mixed reception to a Labour Party plan 
to help fund young performers with earn- 
ings from their royalties. - 

Paul McCartney, Mick J agger, Elton 
John, Sir Andrew LJoyd Webber and Sir 
Cameron Mackintosh are among the 
millionaires that Labour is wooing for 
a radical scheme to help finance the arts. 

The scheme announced yesterday by 
Tony Blair would involve the establish- 
ment of a new National Endowment for 
Science and Hie Arts (Nesta) to which 
successful artsts and inventors would do- 
nate or bequeath copyrights or patent 
royalties to generate money for a new 
generation of creative talent. 

There are likely to be tax inducements 
for donors/The scheme would not be 
compulsory. 

Bv last nighh however, there was a 
dearth of firm pledges to support what 
is one of the key planks of the party's 
arts policy. 

Sir Cameron Mackintosh, a name def- 
initely on the list of people the Labour 
arts team would like to contribute to the 
Nesta funds, ruled out leaving money to 
Labour's new endowment scheme. 

He said he would leave royalties 



The money men 



Sir Andrew Lloyd Webber 

The Sunday Times' 500 richest 
people in Bfflain ranks him 
22nd with £550m 



Sir Paul McCartney: Ranked 
30lh. has a fortune estimated 
al £420m. His company. MPL. 
is worth £l00m 



Sir Cameron Mackintosh: 

Ranked at 55, is said to be 
worth £250m. Les Miserable s 
alone has brought in E6Q0m 


6 As well as the bag 
megastars there would 
be small endowments 9 


from his shows, which include Miss 
Saigon and Les Miserable s, to the 
Cameron Mackintosh Foundation, the 
charitable foundation that he has set up. 

He added that he has always voted 
Conservative in the past, but said yes- 
terday he did not know yet how he would 
vote at the next election. 

A spokesman for Sir Andrew Lloyd 
Webber said Sir Andrew had not been 
approached about the scheme. 

MickJagger also said he was unaware 
of any approach and knew nothing of the 
scheme. He would not be drawn on 
whether he would give money to such 
an endowment. 

However, Sir Paul McCartney and El- 
ton John are understood to have shown 
some interest. Labour Party sources 
claimed they bad been supportive. 

Sir Paul was not available for comment 
yesterday, but he is thought to have been 
particularly impressed with the argument 


Money for art's sake: Lord Attenborough greeting Jeremy Isaacs yesterday at the Mansion House where Labour launched its proposals 


that by leaving royalties from a partic- 
ular recording to the fund, he could be 
sure that the profits from his work would 
remain in the country and fond talent- 
ed young people. 

A spokesman for Elton John said the 
singer gave the royalties from his angles 
to the Elton John Aids Foundation, but 
be was very supportive of new British tal- 
ent both in music and in fashion. Labour 
sources are confident that the singer will 
support Nesta. 

The key people behind the new 
policy are film producer Sir David 
Pnimam. an adviser to Labour’s arts 
team, and John Newtriggm, a former ad- 
viser to NeQ Kirin ock, who now works 
at Sir David's company Enigma Pro- 
ductions. 

Mr Newbiggin said yesterday. “If 
this scheme had been up and running 

sold thehfropyrights to Michael Jack- 
son. 

“But as well as the big meggstais there 
would be small endowments. We 
are a world leader in fashion, design, 
music, advertising, and product design. 


We would envisage hundreds of 
these endowments being set up." 

The Labour arts team is understood 
to be exploring ways to make the en- 
dowments “tax efficient" so there would 
be an incentive, in addition to altruism, 
to encourage successful artists to give 
money. 


£ It may have seemed 
just as odd to leave land 
to the National Trust 9 


Sir David Puttnam said yesterday: “I 
would be very disappointed if we 
couldn't get a trust fund that would gen- 
erate £ 100 m a year of investment in- 
come." 

The money, he said, would be invested 
in people, in Britain’s future. 

Asked if he had in mind Sir Andrew 
Lloyd Webber, perhaps, bequeathing in 
his win the royalties from one of his mu- 


sicals, Sir David replied: “That would be 
a very good example." . 

And he added: “The National Trust 
is the largest membership organisation 
in the world. It has done an extraordi- 
nary job in promoting the physical 
heritage-. 

“We have another heritage, intellec- 
tual property rights of all sorts, from mu- 
sic to design- At present intellectual 
copyrights bring in S50bnf£3 1 bn) a year 
and that figure is growing by IS per cent 
per annum ." • 

The scheme was condemned yester- 
day by the Secretary of State for National 
Heritage, Virginia Bottomley, who 
said: “This luwies’ charter confirms my 
worst fears. 

“This Labour scheme for a political- 
ly correct Lottery will be at the expense 
of communities up and down the coun- 
tiy." 

Admitting it was an unusual idea. Sir 
David Puttnam said yesterday: “It 
must have seemed just as odd a sug- 
gestion to leave your land and buildings 
to the nation when the National 
Host was set up." 


Nesta, the Labour Party’s 
National Endowment for 
Science and the Arts, is 
designed to encourage 
successful perfumers, 
designers, inventors and 
artists to give or bequeath 
money to an endowment 
fund to help finance 
young talent Tax induce- 
ments are being explored. 
A tranche of lottery mon- 
ey would also be used to 
swell the fund. _ 
The Labour leader, Tony 
Blair, said yesterday: "I 
believe we must approach 
the promotion of excel- 
lence in a more structured 
way. That is wtty we want 
to create a National En- 
dowment for Science and 
the Arts to invest in new 
talent and promote public 
understanding of the arts. 


Photograph: Brian Harris 


science and technology, it 
would work through exist- 
ing organisations, both 
public sector and volun- 
tary, to identify the talent 
of tomorrow, and provide 
the support that is so im- 
portant to help it flourish. 

“The endowment would 
be launched with tranch- 
es of lottery funds after 
the millennium, and be 
built up with gifts or or as- 
signments of copyrights 
and patent royalties to 
support foe next genera- 
tion, in foe same way foe 
National Trust encourages 
endowments of land and 
property. Nesta will there- 
fore be self financing ... a 
21st century National 
Trust for talent in Britain, 
backing human capital 
rather than buildings.” 



Elton John: Ranked 115th. 
is worth some £140m with 
musical copyrights of more 
than£70m . 



Mick Jaggen Ranked 145th. 
worth £1 10m and said to 
study the stock market 
between gigs 


‘Miracle 
cure’ man 
jailed for 
21 years 

F 

Ad epileptic who conned cash 
out of a church congregation by 
duping them info believing he 
was brain damaged and con fined 
to a wheelchair, then feked a mir- 
acle sure during a service, was 
jailed for 21 months yesterday. 

Birmingham Crown Court 
had heard that Paul Redhead. 
29, from Coventry, staged the 
“Lazarus re-enactment"’ to 
show how foolish Christians 
were after becoming bored with 
having to use a wheelchair. 

The hoax was dreamed up by 
Redhead and his flatmate Fteter 
Callister. 24, who was jailed for 
15 months, when the epileptic 
was given a temporary wheel- 
chair after suffering side effects j 
from his medication which left 
him with a lads of balance. 

The chair was integral to the 
cwm as the pair embarked on 
the charade that Redhead had 
been brain damaged since birth 
after being starved of oxygen. 

In August 1995 the pair be- 
gan attending the Elira Pente- 
costal Church in Coventry. The 
congregation ^ was fooled into be- 
lieving that Redhead was se- 
verely disabled. After bearing of 
a “burglary" in which £116 in- 
tended for a new wheelchair was 
supposed to have been stolen, 
the congregation and a number 
of local businesses began fund- 
raising and opened a charity 
bank account 
Last February, fearing the 
gram was getting out of hand, 
the pair staged Redhead's 
“cure". The church's attempts 
to seek medical verification led 
to Redhead's downfall. When 
confronted. Redhead admitted 
it bad been a con and in a tirade 

against religion daijned be had 
done it to prove how “foolish 
and gullible Christians were". 


Red faces as Uefa 
admits World Cup 
backing for Germany 


Steve Boggan 

There was embarrassment yes- 
terday at the headquarters of 
Uefa - European football’s 
governing body - as officials ad- 
mitt ed that Germany’s bid to 
stage the World Cup in 2006 
had been supported, ahead of 
an English claim, without for- 
mal nomination, discussion, 
voting or competition. 

However, Uefa officials in- 
sisted that nothing underhand 

had happened and that support 
for Germany was forthcoming 
only because it was believed no 
other European country 
planned to make a bid. 

The admission added weight 
to the Football Association's 
cfcwms that it had been “stitched 
up” over Uefa's intention not to 
consider an English bid. 

John Major threw his weight 
behind the FAs cause, saying an 
En glish 'World Cup could be ex- 
ecuted with skill and style. “The 
last time we played Germany, we 
lost on penalties," he said “It 
was an extremely good game. 
We were very unlucky to lose. 
Whether we wiQ lose as far as 
2006 is concerned is a long way 
away.” The Prime Minister of- 
fered the Government’s full 
support and assigned Iain 
Sproat, the Sports Minister, to 
co-ordinate the bid. 

Uefa wrote to the FA last 
night asking for a meeting but 
it seems unlikely it will withdraw 
its support for Germany, 

Although some newspapers 
have made much of the influ- 
ence within Uefa of two Ger- 
mans, Gerhardt Aigner, the 
general secretary, and Egidius 



Bert Ml Ilich Ip: Would . have 
been aware of the situation 

Braun, vice-president of Uefa’s 
executive committee, the cur- 
rent problems appear to have 
been caused more by an ap- 
palling lack of communication 
than of double-dealing. 

^ “There are only five countries 
in Europe capable of hosting die 
World Cup but three had host- 
ed it too recently and, when we 
were d ;< yncang it, England was 
tied up with Euro 96," said Frits 
Ahlstroxn, Uefa's media direc-, 
tor. “Germany submitted a for- 
mal bid to Fifa [the world 
football governing body] on 1 

June 1993, and from that mo- 
ment onwards, eveiyone simply 
assumed that was the only bid. 

“Certainly, England never 
said they were making a bid - 
we have still not received any 
formal notification that they 
plan to. Uefa’s official support 
for Germany is not recorded in 
any minutes- we have checked 


- but we ask people to believe 
us that it was discussed at ex- 
ecutive committee meetings 
and it was taken for granted that 
Germany’s was the only bid. 

“It was never on the agenda 
because there was nothing to 
vote on -there was only one 
country as for as we knew - so 
it was not minuted." 

Uefa said England's repre- 
sentative, Sir Bert MhKchip, for- 
mer chairman of the FA, was 
present and would have been 
aware of the situation. Sir Bert 
refused to comment yesterday. 

Mr Ahlstrom said Sir Bert 
and Graham Kelly, chief exec- 
utive of the the FA, were party 
to a decision in Portugal last 
year in which Uefa suggested to 
Fifa that only one candidate 
from each of the four foot- 
balling continents should be 
considered as World Cup hosts. 
At the time, he said, it was “gen- 
erally accepted" that Germany 
was foe only European bidder, 
and Sir Bert knew that 

Similarly, Uefa’s daim not to 
know of England’s intention to | 
bid was rqected tty the FA. 
David Davies, the FA spokes- j 
man, said Fifa was told .last Oc- , 
taber that an English bid would 1 
be forthcoming. And he said the 
FA had a video, taken in No- 
vember, showing Mr Braun, 
malting a speech in which he 
said he looked forward to the 
“friendly rivalry" between Eng- 
land and Germany over hosting 
the World Cup. 

Fife said yesterday that Uefa’s 
decision would have no bearing 
on its choice and that there was 
nothing to stop any member 
malting a bid. 


Up to £6,000 
cashback. 

Is it Christmas 
already? 


Move your mortgage to TSB 
and you could receive up to 
£6,000 cashback. That's enough 
to pay for a holiday if you've 
been good. Or settle some bills if 


THE 

'mortgage' 

.CHALLENGE/ 


you r ve been naughty. Either way, 
| you should still have a bit left 
over. So take up the challenge 
now, call TSB PboneBauk free on 
the number below for a quotation. 


£5S-Jf5S E 0500 758 OOO 


Mortgage Quotation Line 
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Boy drivers saved 
from blazing car 


James Cusick 

Two stepbrothers aged 12 and eight 
were pulled from a blazing car by 
police early yesterday after a joyride 
which ended with the vehicle smash- 
ing into a pub after being driven the 
wrong way along a dual carriageway. 

The two officers who risked their 
own lives pulling the two boys to 
safety were praised for their brav- 
ery by their boss. Superintendent 
Phil Hollowood, of Greater Man- 
chester Police, said that the selfless 
action of Constables Simon 
ttfaddington and Jackie Rmdlebury 
had probably saved the boys' lives. 

According to police, the 1 2-yea r- 
nld had been at the wheel of the 
stolen Yaicdiall Cavalier as it was 
driven around Manchester and Sal- 
ford in the early hours of yesterday 
rooming. The police officers, who 
were on patrol in a Transit van, spot- 
ted the car near a shopping precinct 
in Salford at 3.40am. 

The police Transit pursued the 
joyriders with its siren switched on 
and its lights flashing. However, in- 
stead of stopping the stolen vehicle 
accelerated away and headed down 
a dual caniageway - going in the di- 
rection of on-coming traffic. 

As the chase continued the boy- 
driver lost control and the car 


Stepbrothers, 
aged 12 and 8, 
crashed vehicle 
into public house 

smashed into the wall of a derelict 
public house in Salford before 
bursting into flames. 

Supt Hollowood. said that the 
officers smashed a side window to 
break into the car “despite the 
considerable risk to them", and 
pulTed the two boys away from the 
flames.' 

He added; “Their prompt and 
very brave action may have pre- 
vented more serious injuries and 
quite possibly saved the boys’ lives." 

Both boys were taken to the 
Royal Manchester Children’s Hos- 
pital The 12-year-driver was allowed 
home after receiving treatment for 
shock and minor cuts. 

However, his stepbrother, who 
had been sitting in the front pas- 
senger seat during the chase, is still 
in hospital being treated for back 
and other Internal injuries. His 
condition was described as “stable 
but serious”. 

Under-age joyriding is now re- 


garded by police as an almost es- 
tablished criminal problem. Al- 
though teenage joyriding in dries 
like' Belfast is well documented, 
some inner-city housing estates in 
areas of mainland Britain have also 
become arenas for regular joyriding 
by youngsters. 

The problem of joyriding and oth- 
er car-related acts now accounts for 
12 million recorded crimes' annu- 
ally. Vehicle crime, on average, has 
. risen by 5 per cent since 1985. 

Greater Manchester Police said 
the circumstances of the joyride, the 
police chase and the crash, were be- 
ing fully investigated by an officer 
from another police force as “stan- 
dard procedure”. 

The car is understood u> have 
been stolen in Stretford, Greater 
Manchester, on Saturday. Police 
believe it may have been used in a 
crime in Prestwich, Manchester, 
and later abandoned somewhere. 
The two boys may have found it, 
entered and driven off, sometime 
early yesterday morning. 

Speaking about the incident that 
could have cost his two sons, their 
father said they must have sneaked 
out of the house at 3am. 

“1 don’t know how they managed 
to start the car. They've never done 
anything like this before,” he said. 








Shut down*. Hammersmith Bridge yesterday after its controversial closure for repairs. The fears of motoring organisations of huge 
traffic jams around the bridge in west London, which was used daily by 30,000 vehicles, did not materialise Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 
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If you're not with us, 
challenge us to give you a 
better savings rate. 
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At Nationwide we’ve compared our rates to the top 30 banks and building societies. So, if you're 
not currently with Nationwide, why not give us a call or pop into your local branch to see 
if you can get a better savings rate. Be a winner. Take the Nationwide Savings Challenge now. 


Find us on the Internet at http://www.nationwide.co.uk 



Nationwide Building Society. Pipers Way, Swindon SN38 1NW. 


Militant men 
declare war, 
on ‘social evi 


Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor • 

An organisation for militant 
males - denounced as a group 
of “sad misogynists'* by its crit- 
ics- is bombarding the Equal 
Opportunities Commission with 
complaints about the treatment 
of meru 

f-A^gfodp of activists belong- 
ing -to the United Kingdom 
Men's Movement is intent on 
“gumming up the works'*, ac- 
cording to commission offi- 
cials. 

The movement is fighting 
feminism which it regards as 
“the greatest social evil of 
our time” and calling for the 
abolition of the commission 
and the repeal of equal rights 
legislation. 

Members of the Men’s 
Movement have embarked on 
a campaign to inundate the 
commission with calls urging ac- 
tion over a series of alleged in- 
iquities which serve to 
undermine the role of men. 

Officials at the commission 
are frustrated by the onslaught 
because some of the complaints 
have substance. However, offi- 
cials are als*' aware of the or- 
ganisation’s aim to destroy the 
co mmiss ion. 

“There might come a stage 
when the public service re- 
quirement -whereby the com- 
mission is duty-bound to 
respond in detail . to inquiries - 
becomes ridiculous,” said one 
source dose to the commission. 

The Men’s Movement’s lat- 
est broadside against “political 
correctness” came yesterday 
when it attacked a decision to 
abolish the loweT height limit for 
firefighters in Northern Ire- 
land because it amounted to in- 
direct discrimination against 
women. 

The commission had point- 
ed out that more women were 


below the height of 5ft 6hj titan 
men. 

The men’s group yesterday is- 
sued a statement pointing out 
that the maximum height, re- 
quirement of 6ft Ain discrimi- 
nated against men because 
there were more of them above 
that height. 

George McAulay, of the 
Men’s -Movement, yesterday 
argued that ‘height was an im- 
portant ingredient in assessing 
whether someone was capable 
of doing the job. 

He said his organisation, of 
which he is Scottish chairman, 
formed the “shodc troops in the 
campaign for men’s equality". 
He contended that men 
suffered discrimination over 
employment, pensions and 
divorce. Unmarried fathers 
had few rights as far as their 


6 There might 
come a stage 
when the duty to 
.respond is 
ridiculous 5 


children were concerned, he 
said. 

Critics of the Men's Move- 
ment, which is funded by a 
claimed membership of “a cou- 
ple of thousand", argue that its 
membership varies from intel- 
ligent, rational individuals to 
“nasty peoplewith chips cxrthetr 
shoulders*. 

Some members have al- 
legedly been abusive on the tele- 
phone to officials at the 
commission and have been told 
that their inquiries and com- 
munications will only be dealt 
with by letter. 


DAILY POEM 

THE POX IN ROSELAND 

by Norman Jope 


The poppies multiply as wusps get larger. 
Wheatfields lose their boundaries. T he houses ripen. 

Free papers move across the seeded mudphts. 
Dashing out what brains they have on polished fences 
As the Datsuns, Vauxhalls, Fords, Toyotas, Ladas, Audis 
Grind into the drives. Keys turn, to prise 
A pinnied kiss, a six-cal mmi-supper and a night of 
Sitcoms. A freight train goosesteps over clayey 
Sub-soils. The single village pub is filled » vith brags . 
Concerning dividends and food in baskets. The poppies 
Wave. The wasps fake honeycombs. The bees ' 
Have almost burst with pollen - are obese, asthmatic - 
. And they humble heavily. A circle swdb 
In ripening cam, a mile into the fields. 

That no-one sees. The shadow of the trolleys 
On the local dm-e-in Sainsbury's reads " 

Mate, Mens.... And he tells her 
It is over, that the figures will not balance 
And that chaos theory slaughters economics. 
Beyond their walls, the poppies drink 
The stings of wasps, dream death in shocks of violet. " 


This poem comes from Norman Jope*s first 
collection. For ihe Wedding Guest (published by 
Stride). Priced £6.95, it is available, post free, 
from Stride Publications, II Sylvan Road, Exeter, 
Devon EX4 6EW. 
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4 At sea with 
2,500 men, 



sexually 

harassing 



A fonner Wren attempted sui- 
cide after suffering ‘■horrific" 
sexual harassment while serving 

in the Navy, an industrial tri- bullied, adding: “It broke mv 
bunal was told yesterdw. heart to leave the Navy. It was 
Lesley Mams, 23, of Shotton, all I ever wanted to do but 1 
nesm Chester, is claiming con- knew i had to." 
stnmtive dismissal after she Miss Morris, whose brother 
took a paracetamol overdose still serves in Lhe Navy, says the 
and, was then discharged from mai n sailors constantly insulted 
the^ervice as “temperamentally the Wrens, calling them “sluts, 
unsuitable” in May 1995. slags* splits - short for split 
Miss Morris told the Man- arses — and turtles". 

Chester tribunal that she had Her ambition was to become 
been forced to mimic oral sex a physical training instr uctor 
in front of a group of men, in- and she went to HMS Raleigh 

clmfing an officer. in Tbrpoint, Cornwall, for train. 

She said that during four mg. “X was the only woman in 
years serving in the Navy she the gym and I was given km- 

bad her breasis grabbed and was possible tasks to do," she told 

the tribunal She added: “As 
punishment, I was made to 
jump in the sw immin g pool in 
my white uniform, much be- 
came transparent when wet.” 
She claimed that on three 
occasions her breasts were 
grabbed by a leading physical 
training instructor in front of 
other sailors. She was also 
forced to stand on a table and 
mim e a woman giving a man 
oral sex. “I felt totally hrnnili- 1 
ated and was shaking like a leaf 
Lesley Morris during her afterwards,” Miss Morris told 
service days as a Wren the tribunal. 

Football trial tdd 
of links with 


you... ? 

9J Making waves: Lesley Morris at home after being forced to quit the Wrens where she claims she was bullied and sexuaRy harassed 

. Wren attempted suicide after humiliation from male colleagues while serving in the navy 





Michael. Streeter 

A businessman said to be the 
representative of a P&r Eastern 
syndicate betting on the out- . 
come of “fixed" Premier 
League games received infor- 
mation on soccer matches from 
well-known footballers, a coon 
was told yesterday. 

Heng Suan Lim, 31, one of 
four defendants in the football 
match-rigging trial, said the in- 
formants were John Fashanu, 
Brace Grobbelaar and Hans 
Segers - his co-accused - and 
Mr Fashann’s business associ- 
ate Glyn Mason. 

Asked by his counsel, Jerome 
Lynch who he would call with 
the information, Mr Lim said it 
was Johannes Josef or one of his 
dose friends in Indonesia. 

Mr Tim , from north London, 
was giving evidence at Win- 
chester Crown Court where he 
and the three footballers deny 
being involved in fixing football 
matches for an Indonesian bet- 
ting syndicate. He was quizzed 
about his relationship with Mr 
Josef, who by 1989 was paying 
him £1,000 a month. Mr Josef is 
said to have been the paymas- 
ter for the fixing of matches. 

Mr Josef, a family friend 
who he called “uncle", sug- 
gested that he could give him ip- 
formation on football in 


England. Mr Lim agreed to pro- 
vide information. There was no 
agreement for additional pay- 
ments, but if Mr Josef made 
money on the forecasts he said 
he could send him extra cash. 

Mr Lim said numbers he 
had written in a Football 

Division teams in lf^Twere a 
handicap system used in fore- 
casting. These were based on 
odds from bookmakers and 
current form. He would discuss 
his predictions when Mr Josef 
telephoned from Indonesia. 
Sometimes he would advise 
against betting on a particular 
game because of better infor- 
mation he had received. 

Mr Lim also said he bad re- 
ceived two letters in 19S7 from 
a Mr Ong in Malaysia, one of 
which asked him to mix with a 
tram he thought was “possible". 
It went on: “Before doing any- 
thing, don’t make any promis- 
es to the players, just make 
friends and .talk about football, 
and you must be careful." 

Asked what it meant, Mr 
lim . who was born in Malaysia 
and came to Britain in 1986, 
said it meant he was to mix with 
players and get “inside infor- 
mation". Asked if he thought 
this meant anything illegal Mr 
Tim replied: “Absolutely not" 

The trial continues. 


BBC warned on 
news shake-up 


Louise Jury 

The BBC was urged yesterday 
not to jeopardise its pre-emi- 
nent position in newsgathering 
and current affairs when it un- 
dertakes a major review of cov- 
erage this summer. . 

Tim Gardam, the fonner 
head of BBC news and current 
affairs and now in charge of 
news for the launch next month 
of Channel 5 next month, said 
the corporation had a certain 
“brand stamp" and risked alien- 
ating its audience if it aban- 
doned that identity. 

“I think they shonld be con- 
fident in what they are doing. 
British television news is very 
gpod. There are high standards 
-much better than anything in 
the rest of Europe." he said. 

While at the BBC, he had 
suggested a move away from 
traditional news coverage by 
dropping “talking-head’’ politi- 
cians and "relating the agenda 
of politics and power to people's 
real lives". He said: “I am wry- 


ly umiMwi that with Channel 5 

now coming , on the horizon, 
they are suddenly hurrying to 

replicate us." 

* Tony Hall, chief executive of 
BBCNews, has ordered the first 
compleforeview of coverage in 
10 years to prepare the corpo- 
ration for increasingly tough 
competition from media rivals. 
He has declared no programme 
- from the Sir O'clock News to 
Radio 4’s Today - sacrosanct. 

The analysis will begin after 
the general election, with find- 


ihe autumn. BBC news chiefs 
hope to identify ways of reach- 
ing those, sudi as young people, 
who do not watch much of the 
cuneni programming. 

A spokesman said: “We want 
to understand our audiences 
better. We’re entering a highly 
competitive period, not only in 
news but in other genres. We‘re 
up against strong opposition. 
We have to make sure we are 
reaching the wide range of au- 
diences that exist." 


She added: “1 lost my con- 
fidence and 1 thought, why 
doesn't anyone stop this?” 
Miss Morris said she did not 
complain formally because her 
life would have been made 


doubly worse by the male 
sailors, but she did inform some 
of her immediate superiors 
about what she was going 
through. “All the Wrens were 
affected and sometimes we 


were even terrified to go into the 
dining room for dmner be- 
cause of the constant taunts." 

Miss Morris, who was suf- 
fering gynaccologica] problems 
at the time, said she tried to 


commit suicide by swallowing a 
bottle of puraectamols after 
she had become depressed. 

When asked by Roger Roger 
Green, representing the Min- 
istry of Defence, if she had not 


enjoyed naval life. Miss Moms 
replied: “1 loved the Navy. I 
would never say anything 
against naval life. But when you 
are at sea with 1.200 men and 
lhe majority of them are sexu- 


Photographs Don McPhee 


ally harassing you, that is not a 
good situation for a young girl. 

“Evciy single day there were 
two or three insulting remarks." 

She said that one officer had 
told her it would take 15 years 
for the Wrens to be accepted in 
the Navy. 

The Hearing continues. 
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Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Conservative strategists have 
ruled out a television debate be- 
tween John Major and Tony 
Blair in die run-up to the gen- 
eral election. 

Senior Tory party sources 
said there bad never been en- 
thusiasm at Conservative Cen- 
tral Office for the idea of the 
debate, to which Mr Blair chal- 


lenged the Prime Minister “at 
any time, at any place". 

Some Toiy strategists believe 
the debate would be a “no 
win" platform for Mr Major, 
giving the Labour leader an 
equal footing in a head-to-head 
confrontation, with the risk 
that it would give the appear- 
ance of the Prane Minister on 
the ropes in defending the Gov- 
ernment’s record. 

The Tory campaign planners 


are focusing on the personali- 
ty of the Prime Minister to “sell" 
their message, but they are re- 
sisting the suggestion that the 
election campaign will be pres- 
idential in style. 

They insist it will be no more 
presidential than past clashes 
between Margaret Thatcher 
and NeQ Kinnock, and Mr Kin- 
nock with Mr Major, although 
this time the personality dif- 
ferences may be needed to un- 


derscore the differences be- 
tween the parties. 

The campaign mounted yes- 
terday, featuring the patriotic 
lion shedding a red Lear, fol- 
lowed intensive Ibiy discus- 
sions about whether or not 
they should run an overtly 
Euro-sceptic campaign. The 

party’s advertising agents urged 
them to do so, but Brian 
Mawhirmey, the party chairman, 
and Michael Heseltine, the 


Deputy Prime Minister, were 
worried about the risk of alien- 
ating their own pro-European 
MPs. They insisted the lion 
symbol was’ not Euro-sccptic tut 
anti-Labour. 

One Labour source said: 
“The red tear isn't very notice- 
able, so we have no complaint 
about the association between 
Labour on the poster and the 
lion. It suggests a Labour gov- 
ernment would be strong." 


The Tories will focus on tax: 
“We wiU be connecting spend- 
ing to taxation, showing how 
much more they would spend, 
with the consequence that tax- 
es would go up,” said a Tory 
source. 

Labour have rebutted the al- 
legations that they are planning 
to rase spending, with the Shad- 
ow Chancellor, Gordon Brown, 



the next two years. 


Blair's busy day: Hard Labour for New Labour - with Old Labour memories 


mvi 

# -? i' i 1 



Top, Topy Blair arriving at 
the Methodist Central Hall 
in Westminster yesterday 
morning for the launch erf 
NCH Action for Children’s 
Youth 2000 campaign to 
end youth homelessness. 
Right, addressing the 
British Screen Advisory 
Council at the Mansion 
House, watched by Lord 
Attenborough, Roger Cork, 
foe Lord Mayor, Lady Mary 
Wilson, Michael Deeiey, 
deputy chairman of the 
council and Lady Falk- 
ender. Below, being inter- 
viewed at the Mansion 
House watched by his 
press secretary AJastair 
Campbell. Left, with Lord 
Attenborough 

PhotoglBph: Brian Hams 



F or some strange 

parliamentary reason, 
when a by-dection is 
needed, a “writ" is 
“moved". Well, yesterday, 
the writ failed to move for 
me. The business of 
beginning the WIrral South 
election had taken place in 
the twenty seconds between 
“prayers", and the 
beginning of business. And 
- at that precise moment - 1 
was lying on the pavement 
outside Victoria station. 

I had not fallen victim to 
London's soaring crime 
rate, nor yet was I 
attempting to supplement 
my income with a spot of 
eloquent begging 
(“Wittgenstein discussed for 
a pound"). I had tripped in 
my hurry to get to the 
House, and there was a 
momentary hiatus between 
the fall and the resurrection 
(assisted by a man who 
cannot have been a day 
under 90). As I lay there, 
contemplating London from 
an unaccustomed vantage 
point, a weird fantasy took 
hold. It was that all die MPs 
that I look down upon day 
after day - and at whose 
expense I amuse myself - 
were now looking down on 
me. Lady Olga Maitland 
had noted my inelegant 
pose; Denis’ MacShane my 
pained expression; John 
Marshall my ridiculous 
inability to rise. Jacques 
“buzz-saw" Arnold took 
photographs. 

Limping back to the . 
Commons I reflected on 
how very different the same 
world looks from other 
viewpoints. Was there, for 
instance, something that 
Noel Gallagher knew that 
I didn't about MPs? Was it 
the Oasis man’s - 
acquaintance with 
drug-taking that informed 
his comments that “there's 
people in Parliament who 
are bigger heroine and 
cocaine addicts than 
anyone"? Had he spotted 
telltale signs that the rest of 
us had missed? 

Perhaps there are indeed 
corridors in the Palace ’ 
where you have to pick your 
way gingerly between the 


discarded hypodermics, qr 
men's loos just off the lohby. 
where bud sniffing caa*k 
heard, or. even expensnw-"-- 
habits that are fundetfbm;' 
tittle constituency burgre . 
on Friday nights. EvfctejSs j 
could be well-hidden. ' J •" 
But behaviour b harts' -, 
to suppress; therewoulqRje 
sons. Pupils might be’ ; .jF 
dilated, speech unpain^ ■: 
and judgement erratic. 
National Hcritaceqaestpns 
- being less inhibited than; 
mv, questions to the . “ 
Chancellor - seemed an 
ideal opportunity to screen 
our representatives for 
substance abuse. . " 

So what is Virginia - L 

Bottomley on? Judging by 

her laid-back cattincsswkh 
the bronzed Dr Jack 
Cunningham (“He looks. ; - 
refreshed from finding things 
out in different parts of the 
woiicT), opium tea, as . 
shared by Victorian ladies, 
suggests itself. .'s' 
At the other end of the 
spectrum - as Virginia 
twittered - Dennis Skinner 
and his chums on the . 
naughty boys’ bench 
alternately lounged and 
heckled. Their red eyes and 
lack of obvious wealth 
indicated glue- sniffin g 
behind the Speaker’s Chain. 

Nigel Wateison (Con, 
Eastbourne) may have been 
smoking something. He 
a$kcd Ginny whether “she 
recalled her excellent visit . 
to Eastbourne pier" (in the 
year of the pier), and how 
this contrasted with . 

Labour’s plan that “would 
all end in tears". Such . 
wordplay reminded me of a 
pleasant eight hours in 1976 
thinking up new flavours for 
Opal Fruits (mango, cuny 
and beer). Excellent! 

Nigel Evans (Con, Ribhie 
Valley) could see something 
called “social on-costs”. 
closing in around Britain 
due to the social chapter. 
Initially puzzled, I 
remembered the downside 
effects of hallucinogenic 
“magic mushrooms", to be 
found in profusion in 
Lancashire. Pack it in, Nigel! 
And anyway - what did you 
do with the negatives? - 



|| Renewing your home insurance 
in February or March ? 


Broader horizons for mandarins 


Christian Wotmar 

Westminster Correspo ndent 

The u»p fiUP civil screams 
should spend ;u least three 
months working outside White- 
hall in order to broaden their 
experience, a report published 
yesterday recommended. 

It says that most of these sec- 
ondments should he with private 
sector companies and should be 
pan of a much wider inter- 
change between the sectors. 

The report - prepared by a 
committee headed by Sir Bryan 
Nicholson, chairman of Bupa. 


and endorsed by the Deputy 
Prime Minister, Michael Hcs- 
cltinc - is an attempt to bring 
alwul “a fusion of cultures” 
between the private sector and 
the Civil Service. 

Mr Heseltine sees benefits 
in a greater number of second- 
ments between the two sectors. 
He said yesterday': “While peo- 
ple in the private* sector tend to 
be more numerate and quick- 
er in making decisions ... the 
strength or the public sector in- 
cludes strategic appraisal long- 
term judgements and good 
analytical skills." 


The report sets out an action 
programme to ensure that the 
number of attachments begins 
to rise again after remaining 
around the same level for the 
past five years. Currently, about 
400 civil servants each year go 
into industry for periods of 
more than one month, and 2S0 
people in the private sector 
are seconded to the Civil Ser- 
vice. However, these attach- 
ments are largely confined to 
three departments; the Minis try 
of Defence, the Treasury and 
the Department of Trade and 
Industry. Overall including sec- 


ondments to voluntary organi- 
sations and European and in- 
ternational bodies, there were 
1,514 last year and the number 
peaked in 1994 at 1,671. 

Sir Bryan's committee found 
that until now there has been a 
lack of focus about the pro- 
gramme of interchanges and he 
warns each government de- 
partment to set up targets far 
the number of attachments. 
The committee also wants more 
junior civil servants and those 
based outside London to get the 
chance to work in the private 
sector or on other attachments. 


If you are 50 or 
over, you could 
save with SAGA 
Home Insurance 

You will know how expensive home insurance can 
be, particularly if your Insurance company is also 
having to insure younger, less careful householders. 
Thankfully, if you are aged 50 or over you can 
benefit from SAGA Home Insurance, a superior 
household insurance that is only available to mature, 
responsible people like you. 

SAGA Home Insurance could offer you genuine 
savings over other policies, while giving you cover 
that fully protects your home and possessions. So if 
your home insurance is due for renewal soon, or if 
you would simply like to Find out how much you 
could save with SAGA Home Insurance, call us 
today - free. 

The Saga Price Promise 
If you find another comparable policy at a lower 
price within 2 months of taking out SAGA Home 
Insurance, we will refund you the difference. 

SAGA 

Services Ltd 

Saga Services Ltd woiid like to send you information about other 
Saga products and services and may pass on your details to other Saga 
companies for tnte purpose. 



• Cover is comprehensive and low cost 

• Free Saga Assist Service - 
24 Hour Domestic Helpline 
24 Horn: Legal Helpline 
24 Hour Glazing Service 

• Discounts for home security 

• Free pen with your quotation 


Call us today 

For your free no obligation quote and a free 
Saga pen, simply call us on the number below. 
We wiU be pleased to answer any questions 
you have on SAGA Home Insurance. 

0800414525 

quoting reference ID2703 

Lines open Monday to Friday 8 30am - 7pm,' 
Saturdays 9am - 1pm 


ST. JOSEPH’S 
HOSPICE 

MARE ST. LONDON E84SA. 

(purity M Na 313231 
Since l?0a we have shared 
the grief and eased the pain 
of cnuntlKs suM print; ynuls. 
last year alone 900 found 
peace with the help o( your 
vital gifts Most of them died 
or cancer - but so serenely 
thai you would hardly know 
Your concern is as encouraging 
« your generosity and we 
thank you far vaur Inspiring 
trust. 

Sister Superior. 


ARE YOU A SNORER? 


Alternatively, send this coupon lo us in an envelope - you do not need a sump: 

Saga Services Limited. FREEPOST 73 1 . MRUelburg Square. Folkestone. Kent CT20 IBR 



Mr / Mrs / Miss Initial . 

Address: . 

Postcode: 

Daieofbinh: Mr P 


Surname:. 


.Telephone No;_ 


Jhe answer; Only one or two short laser treatments. 

No disruption to normal activity. No hospital stay, and best of all, 
no more sleepless nights for you or your partner. 


For more information phone: 

LONDON: 0171-til SM4 MANCHESTER; 0161-839 Z527 
BRIGHTON: 01273-334 061 BIRMINGHAM: 0121-440 


The Harley Medical Group 

6 Harley Street, London WIN 1AA 


Occupation: 

Policy 

Renewal Date: - — 

Type of Property: 

Detached House: . O 

Terraced House: D 

Semi - Detached Bungalow: 0 

Other. 0 Please specify; 

Approximately when was it built 7 
Pre t%20 0 11*30-1945 CJ 


Mrs/Miss/Ms: 

Do you work 
from home: 


Yes O NoO 


No. of ‘ 

— bedrooms: 

Semi - Detached House: 
Detached Bnngalow: 

Fla [/Maisonette: 


1946-1979 □ 1 980- Present 


Please lick the type or cover for which you would like a quotation: 
Home Cooieau Caver 0 

Buildings Cover O 

Answer YES to the following and you could save up to 13% . 
on your Contents premium. 

Does your home have an annually _ 

mamnined burglar alarm? Yes O NoL) 

Is a 5-lever mortise lock fined to the , — . 

final exit door? Yes 0 No LJ 

Are all other external doors fined with t _ .. 1 

key -operated locks or bobs? Yc* LJ No D 

Are secure key -operated locks Tilled io _ _ 

all accessible windows? Ye* 0 No LJ 

Are you an active member of a Police _ 

Approved Neighbourhood Watch Scheme? Yes LJ No LJ 

Pot insurance cm listed buildings, converted property, those of 
nott- standard construction. flats and maisonettes, or if you are the 
landlord or the property m be insured, please telephone MOO 414 525 
quoting reference (D2703- A specially designed policy is available 
in these cases. 


_Saga Snntan m woidd Bta p Eena yomnfrtmatai d»ut dhar Saga products and nowteanand may puss on ymu datedfa aottwrSnga conyanba tar ft» purpose. 
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Stephen Goodwin 

: Heritage Correspondent 

' Parishioners in a quiet T in - 
cptashire village are mragpri af- 
ter being ordered to return a set 
of 16 wooden pews to a “dead" 

• church from which they were 
■ borrowed. They claim their 
church is well-used, with a 

the donor dm^h is hole more 
than a “monument”. ' 

The pews were acquired by 
AH Saints church in Orby last 
year, after the original seating 
had succumbed to dry roL They 
weretaken front a church in Lit- 
tle Cawthorpe 15 miles away 
which has been condemned as 
structurally unsafe and was up 
for sale. But now the village hra 
been told the pews must be re- 
turned. One young parishioner 
wrote to The Independent saying 
his church was being “killed" 
The sale of the redundant 
church at Little Cawthorpe for 
. a dwelling was never Ekriy-not 
only is there subsidence, but it 
is surrounded by graves- and 
it wBl be taken over this month 
by the Church of England’s 
Churches Conservation Trust. 

The Trust looks after more 
rhurt 300 redundant churches 
and insists on fixtures and fit- 
tings being retained so that the 
buildings are as they were when 
last used for regular worship. 

Canon Stanley Jackson, 
diainnan of the Lincoln diocese 
redundant churches uses com- 
mittee, has some delicate ne- 
gotiations ahead. “We have got 
to reclaim those pews,” he said. 
But AH Saints is unimpressed by 
the trust’s rules and Lin cob’s 
pleadings. Orby is a farming 
backwater where the Lin- 
colnshire Wolds meet the 
“marshes” along the east coast. 


‘Living’ church 
fights for seats 
taken from 
‘dead' parish 

not a place where folk normal- 
ly make a fuss- 

In his letter, Adrian Lock- 
: wood, aged nine, said AH Saints 
had “come alive” since the vil- 
lagers got together to raise 
money for painting. The church 
was also left £3,000 by a bene- 
factor and this has been used to 
carpet the nave. 

*The pews come from a dead 
church to make ours alive," 
wrote Adrian, supported by 17 
other parishioners, yotmg and 
old “New [the trust] want them 
back again to make a church 
nice for a couple of 
people a year." 

Father Terry Steele, vicar for 
the group of village churches 
that includes Orby, contrasted 
the struggle All Saints has had 
to raise money for repairs with 
the trust’s ability to spend tens 
of thousands of pounds on 
“something which is just an 
empty monument". 

He asked: “Is it ethically 
right to ask a living church 
with a earing congregation to 
give back the pews in those 
circumstances?” The monthly 
famil y service is attended by 30 
to 40 people out of a. village 
population of 250. 

The trust is sympathetic and 
this weekend Orby was told 
there was no rash. Work on re- 
pairing little Cawthorpe wiH 
-art begin until 1998 and it was 
suggested Orby could find re- 
placement pews in the mean- 
time; though Father Tfcrry 


answer 


doubted iLTim Beetsou, case 




Rvi 


a place hi the hearts 
people of Utile Cawthorpe. 
And it could still be used occa- 
sionally, such as for harvest 
festivals or carol services. 


b the east wall is 
unsafe, the Victorian church is 
just as it was when built in 1860 
for £800. At the time, tbe 
Ecclesiastical Society consid- 
ered it “a paradigm of the 

church which could be built for ■ _ 

parishes of modest resources”. Sitting target Adrian Lockwood, nine, says the pews from Little Cawthorpe, top left, are neeoea hi 


Saints fn Orby; top right Photographs; Emma Boam 
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Gamer 

As fetteildaiice' figures at the 
Chinch of England continue to 
dwifiile, Islam; is addressing 
ifre Opposite problem. Between 
80 andlOO mosques are to be. 
b62r in Britain by the miHen- 
□ium, according to architects 
involved in their construction. 

• U nlike most of the 1,000 
existing mosques, winch are 
converted warehouses, church- 
es or community halls, the new 
ones feature traditional Islamic 
domes and minarets. - The - 
designs, such as that for one in 
Rochdale, which is based on Al- 
Aqsa in Jerusalem, adhere to 
the Eastern model, with grand 
entrance and fountains, marble 
and chandeliers made. 

“If you stand outside any of 
the new ones and and blink, all 
of a sudden you will think you 
are in the Middle East, Rir East 
or Indian subcontinent,” said 
Abta Al-Samarraie, one of the 
architects at Bullen Consul- 
tants, in Bradford, which is in- 
volved in building 12 of the new 
mosques. _ ^ . . , , 

The change m Britain s land- 
scape reflects a significant shift 
in attitude towards Muslims by 
the country’s local planners, 
added Mr Al-Samarraie. “Lo- 
cal authorities arc becoming 
more relaxed' about. mosques 


making more of a statement 
now,” he- raid. The architects’ 
biggest constraint is height, ac- 
cording to Mr Samarraie. “Six- 
ty feet is about the upper Emit,” 
he said “Ideally, they would be 
as tad as possible so they could 
be seal from some dist anc e. Bur 
the buildings will be in propor- 
tion. so they wfll look right.” 

Each mosque wfll hold an av- 
erage of 2.000 worshippers at 
any one time. The cost of each 
place of worship is between £lm 
to £3m, money which comes 
from modest donations by 
Britain’s million-strong Muslim 
population. E xte n s ions or re- 
furbishments will also take 
place at 160 existing mosques. 

Twenty of the new mosques 
will be built in London. Tenders 
are sought for a £3m five-storey 
mosque in Tbwer Hamlets. 
Shamsul Haque, the kxal imam, 
welcomed the plan because it 
would absorb the growing num- 
bers of worshippers. 

In contrast, the number 
Church of England churches — 
16,000 - has dropped by about 
'800 in the past 25 years. How- 
ever, 450 new churches have 
been built at the rate of 15 to 
20 a year over the same period. 
In the Roman Catholic Church, 
' the number - 3,760 -increased 
of four in 199^5, 'according to 
the Catholic Media office. 
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We joined Operation Bumble-Bee as police raided drug dealers flats. 
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Europe divided: Conservative leaders go on the offensive, arguing against greater integration and the Social Chapter 


Rifkind 

rules out 
a federal 
future 


Tony Barber 

Europe Editor 


Malcolm Rifldnd, the Foreign 
Secretary, criticised Britain’s 
European Union partners yes- 
terday for trying to impose ex- 
cessive change on the EU, 
claiming there were limits to 
most Europeans' enthusiasm for 
greater unity. In a speech no- 
table for its artacks on several 
important EU projects, Mr 
Rifkind said Britain saw little 
need for the EU to take more 
decisions by majority vote 
rather than by inter-govern- 
mental consensus. 

“We need to show people 
that we are not in a state of per- 
petual revolution-” he told the 
Swedish Foreign Policy Institute 
in Stockholm. "I do not believe 
this pace of change can be 
sustained." 

Mr Rifltind’s speech was the 
first in a series in various EU 
capitals to promote under- 
standing of the Government's 
resistance to deeper integration. 
In this context Sweden was a 
logical first stop, since both the 
Social Democratic government 
and public opinion oppose steps 
to closer unity that could erode 
national sovereignty. 

His speech sounded more 
sceptical in tone than remarks, 
which John Major made after 
hosting a Downing Street lunch 
yesterday for Alain Juppe, the 
French Prime Minister. “In 
many of the European matters, 
we have a common view. In oth- 
ers ... we have a different view 
at present. We are trying to see 
to what extent we can bring the 
divergent views together,” Mr 
Major said. 

Mr Juppd said he believed 
monetary union was certain to 
proceed- as planned, in January 
1999. "We also think it will be 


in the interests of ail our part- 
ners. especially Great Britain, 
to join us." he said. 

Mr Rifkind claimed Britain 
had no “knee-jerk hostility" to 
the EU, but believed that co-op- 
eration should prevail over in- 
tegration - an unpopular view 
in other EU capitals, where gov- 
ernments point out that an EU 
with 20 or more members, in- 
cluding the new democracies of 
central and Eastern Europe, will 
break down unless it takes more 
decisions by majority vote. 

Challenging an image that is 
often conjured up by Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl of Germany. 
Mr Rifldnd said that some lead- 
ers acted as if the 15-nation 
group were a bicycle that must 
continue to move forward or 
else tall over. This image was 
misleading, be said, because “no 
person or bicycle ever embarks 
on a journey that has neither 
end nor rest”. 

After his speech, Mr Rifkind 
took to task Mr Kohl, President 
Jacques Chirac of France and 
other EU leaders for denying 
that they wanted a “United 
States of* Europe" while calling 
for a single currency and a 
common foreign and defence 
policy. “What is the difference 
between the kind of Europe that 
would create and a federal Eu- 
rope? Federalists must admit 
what they are,” he said. 

However, his use of “feder- 
alism" to mean centralisation 
and unaccountability high- 
lighted the differences between 
BriLain and most other EU 
countries. For many EU states, 
especially Germany, which is a 
federal republic, “federalism” is 
synonymous with decentralisa- 
tion. democracy and regional 
rights and does not imply gov- 
ernment by an overbearing 
bureaucracy in Brussels. 



No meeting of minds: John Major welcoming the French prime minister, Alain Jupp4, into 10 Downing Street yesterday Photograph: Andrew Buutman 

Swedes blame Brussels for the hard times 


Mats Wiklund reports from a nation of ‘euro’ sceptics 


Stockholm — The Foreign Secretary 
may believe that in arguably the 
most Euro-sceptic country within 
the European Union he could easily 
persuade the Swedish people about 
the advantages of Britain’s position 
on Europe. And, to a certain extent, 
he may be right. Mr Rifkind could 
win the hearts and minds of a 
majority of Swedes who, two years 
after their country’s entry into the 
EU. ardently believe that their lives 
have changed for the worse and that 
Brussels in many ways is to be 
blamed for it. 

On the political level, the govern- 
ing Social Democrats are struggling 
to contain a strong anti-EU minority 


in the party while at the same time 
keeping all options open. The Prime 
Minister Goran Persson, is thought 
to be in favour of joining die single cur- 
rency - as is his Secretary of Finance, 
Erik AsbrinL So far Mr Persson and 
Mr Asbrink have decided to keep their 
views to themselves. Bnt they wQl soon 
have to make op their minds. The 
future or Emu is to be decided by a 
party conference in the antumn. 

As things stand at the moment, the 
Prime Minister faces a hard task 
should be decide to argue for Swedish 
membership of Economic and Mone- 


tary Union (Emu). Already one mem- 
ber ofhis cabinet has openly come out 
against monetary onion; many party 
activists feel very negative about 
the EU In general and about Emu in 
particular: 

And why? The obvious response is 
that the debate over Europe and Swe- 
den’s rofc in it began at a very bad time. 
The past five years have seen great 
changes in the Swedish economy and 
welfare system. In the early 1990s 
memployment rocketed and benefits 
were slashed while the establishment 
tried to convey the message that the 


country’s future depended on EU 
membership. 

It succeeded, but at a high price. Tbe 
yes-vote in the 1994 referendum on 
membership won by a narrow margin. 
Hie Social Democrats split over the is- 
sue and the party has yet to recover. 

Since then unemployment has 
grown and the strains on a society built 
on the premise of pragmatism and co- 
hesion are showing. Meanwhile, the 
former Communist party, Vanster- 
partiet, has recruited a large nomber 
of disaffected Social Democrats; it is 
now the third largest political party in 


Sweden. A substantial part of their suc- 
cess can be attributed to a strong, pop- 
ulist stance against Europe. Only the 
Conservatives and the Liberals are 
fully in favour of Emu. It seems most 
likely that Sweden will not join mon- 
etary union in 1999, though it will 
probably meet (he Maastricht criteria. 

As In London, the government in 
Stockholm is also trying to have it both 
ways, balancing the national interest 
against the party interest. For the mo- 
ment, as in Great Britain, they are not 
always compatible. Mr Persson, how- 
ever; is likely to be in a better position 
to do this than is Mr Mqjor. Swedes 
go to tiie polls in September 1998; the 
moment of truth has not arrived. 


LIMITED OFFER! 

5.49% (5.6%APR) 

MORTGAGE RATE FROZEN 
TO MARCH 1999. 


Major takes pre-election 
shot at social chapter 


Fran Abrams and Colin 
Brown 


John Major will risk causing new 
divisions with Britain's Euro- 
pean panne re today by using a 
visit to Brussels to launch a pre- 
election attack on the social 
chapter. 

The Prime Minister will at- 
tack Labour's proposal to end 
Britain's opt-out from the chap- 
ter at a European Policy Forum 
business conference. Mr Major 
will wam that Lhe social chap- 
ter is anti-competitive, and 
deregulated Britain is a magnet 
for inward investment. 

The speech may play well at 
home, but it is unlikely to im- 
press other European leaders. 
Alain Juppe, the French Prime 


Minister said after his meeting 
with Mr Major in London yes- 
terday that the social chapter 
was not an obstacle to job 
creation in France . 

“I think there is no relation 
or no link between those ele- 
ments ... our main objective to 
create jobs in France is to con- 
solidate our budget and finan- 
cial situation,” Mr Juppd said. 

After the meeting, IheTbries’ 
election campaign took a Euro- 
sceptic turn with the launch of 
a poster proclaiming: “New 
Labour. Euro Danger”. 

Tory sources said the poster 
attacked Labour rather than 
Europe, and that it was meant 
to highlight the party's plan to 
sign up to the Social Chapter. 

However, coming immedi- 


ately after comments by 
Labour's foreign affairs 
spokesman, Robin Cook, that 
Britain could join the single cur- 
rency by 2002, it struck a rather 
different note. 

The poster, which features a 
lion with a red tear-drop, was 
unveQed by the party chairman. 
Brian Mawbioney, and the 
Deputy Prime Minister, 
Michael HeseUine. It claims that 
the Social Chapter could cost 
hundreds of thousands of jobs 
and could put Britain's pros- 
perity at risk. 

Mr Heseltine said Labour 
would introduce a minimum 
wage and trade union reforms 
which would undermine the 
country’s competitiveness. The 
party was fudging the issue of 


the single currency, he claimed 
and Mr Cook was trying to 
avoid difficult issues by “lack- 
ing the whole thing into the next 
century.” ' 

But Mr Cook said yesterday 
that Europe should be an as- 
sociation of free states, coming 
together not to surrender sov- 
ereignty but to co-operate. 
While there were “formidable 
problems about joining a single 
currency, Britain would face 
long-term penalties if it stayed 
out, he said. 

“It would be very interesting 
to know if Conservative politi- 
cians are prepared to say that 
‘yes if it goes ahead, yes if it 
proves a success, if the single 
currency is strong, we'll still stay 
out on a matter of principle'.” . 
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Monetary union could be reckless 
gamble, warns Eddie George 


Yvette Cooper, 
Sarah Helm 
and agencies 


A European economic watch- 
dog boosted Italy's chances of 
joining monetary union yester- 
day when it cleared Rome of 
fudging economic figures. 

But at the same time Eddie 
George, the Governor of the 
Bank of England, warned of the 
dangers of a single currency that 
was built on weak foundations, 
and German bankers said they 
hoped countries like Italy would 
not be allowed into Economic 
and Monetary Union. 

The Maastricht treaty 
created a series of economic 
tests which countries must pass 
in order to qualify for monetary 
union, and bankers are con- 
cerned that those tests must be 
strictly applied They want to see 
convergence - evidence that 
Europe's economies are com- 
ing into line with each other. 

In pursuit of that goal, Italy 
was yesterday given the go- 
ahead to set up a new system of 
accounting which is expected to 


reduce the country’s budget 
deficit enough to meet the 
Maastricht ceiling. 

The finding, from Eurostat, 
the ECTs statistical office, could 
prove crucial in determining 


whether Italy qualifies for mem- 
bership of the first wave of 
monetary union. But it is likely 
to fuel controversy over 
whether budget rigging is being 
allowed in order to ensure 
countries qualify. 

The Italian Treasury pre- 
dicted that the ruling would help 
the country make the EMU 
grade. Clearly delighted that ir 
had been cleared of “creative 
accounting” the Treasury state- 
ment said the decision “proves 
that Italy has not adopted any 
illegal measures to improve its 
accounts, nor does it intend to 
in the future”. The experts 
found that Italy was within its 
rights to defer interest pay- 
ments on certain types of gov- 
ernment ■ bonds, thereby 
allowing a deficit reduction in 
1997 of. 0.26 per cent of gross 
domestic product 

In November the European 
Commission forecast that Italy's 
deficit would stand at 33 per 
cent of GDP in 1997 -above the 
Maastricht ceiling of 3 per cent. 
However the commission not- 
ed at the time that a favourable 
ruling on the bond interest pay- 
ments could bring Italy into line. 

The Eurostat statement yes- 
terday is the first of a series of 
rulings on whether certain ac- 
counting methods should be al- 



Eddie George: Warned 
against ‘charging ahead' 

lowed. Germany, which has al- 
ready called for the strictest ap- 
plication of the economic 
convergence criteria, is likely to 
look askance at yesterday's 
finding. The government and 
the Bundesbank arc concerned 
about allowing weaker 
economies into EMU. 

The Bank of England is also 
worried. Mr George said last 
night that it was vital that the 
convergence rests be strictly 
applied. Speaking to the 
Bankers Club Annual Banquet 
at the Guildhall in the City of 
London, Mr George empha- 
sised the risks of joining EMU, 


and downplayed possibldpan- 
gers for Britain in remaining 
outside a European singlfij cur- 
rency bloc. - - 4 

He said: “It would be ff mis- 
take in my view for monetary 
union to go ahead without rea- 
sonable confidericeof genuine, 
sustainable, convergence be- 
tween its members.’’ 

The Governor avoided dis- 
cussing what would count as 
genuine convergence, hinting 
that the current- criteria in the 
Maastricht treaty might not be 
enough to ensure the smooth 
functioning of the euro. Never- 
' tireless. be said, “it would be a 
reckless gamble to charge 
ahead if even those criteria 
were not met sustainably, and 
in substance rather than just 
form”. Senior German bankers 
also sounded a warning. 

The financial markets are 
also nervous about early Italian 
membership of EMU. which 
could weaken the euro. “If 
Italy and certain other countries 
are in, a time bomb is ticking 
within EMU." Deutsche Bank 
board member Ulrich Cartel- 
lien said at the annua] World 
Economic Forum in Davos. 
Switzerland. “The fiscal success 
that the government in Rome 
has enjoyed recendy cannot be 
maintained in the long run." 
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DOES THIS SOUND 
LIKE A DIESEL? 

I^e sluggish acceleration. The dreaded engine rattle. The lack of refinement. Where are these standard features of any diesel to jg|g| 
be found on the Rover 400? Nowhere, according to Diesel Car Magazines review. Instead they found all the usual Rover comforts, 
plus rattling good performance. Without the rattlmg, of course. Call 0345 186 186. or contact your local Rover dealer, for a test drive. 
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Milosevic’s truncheons inspire 
students to strengthen resolve 


Emma Daly 

Belgrade 

If Slobodan Milosevic meant to fright- 
en pro-democracy demonstrators into 
staying quietly at borne, he may have 
miscalculated. Unleashing Serbia's 
riot police against them on Sunday 
night seemed yesterday to have proved 
counter-productive. 

Tens of thousands of protesters 
marched through central Belgrade, hist 
under the banner of university students, 
then with Zajedno (Together j, the op- 
position coalition. By late afternoon, 
thousands of demonstrators were fac- 
ing ranks of several hundred riot po- 
lice who were intent on stopping the 
protesters from marching away from 
an opposition rally in Republic Square. 

Zoran Djindjic. an opposition 
leader, urged the crowd to disperse 
pcacetuljy.'Most did so. but a hard core 
of about 200 stood Ann, and some 
youths hurled stones. 

As pieces of paving stones rained 
down, police pursued the youths. A 
strange game of hidc-and-scek fol- 
lowed, as police chased a small group 
through the streets and beat those they 
caught. At least seven were treated at 
the students' medical centre. Police lat- 
er withdrew from the streets, leaving 
an uneasy calm. Zajedno told people 
to meet in 32 neighbourhoods later in 
the evening, but not to try to converge 
on the city centre again. 

Earlier! Vesna Pesic. one of the tri- 
umvirate leading Zajedno, had ap- 
peared on the "platform yesterday, 
with a hand bandaged from the beat- 
ing she took from riot police on Sun- 
day night. The crowd in the square 
roared in approval as Ms Pesic, Mr 
Djindjic and Vuk Draskovic insisted the 
protetts would continue until President 
Milosevic acknowledges Zajedno vic- 
tories in the local elections held on 17 
November. “Last night's violence 
shows Milosevic does not know what 
to do." Mr Djindjic said, as his col- 
leagues suggested that violence might 
herald the imposition of a state of 
emergency. 

The courts were supposed to rule, 
vet again, on the status of 14 city coun- 
cil races won by the opposition. Until 
now. legal rulings against the regime 
have carried no weight, but Ms Pesic 
said a state of emergency might be used 
to override any decision in Zajedno's 
favour. The violence has sparked in- 
ternational repercussions, drawing 
condemnation from Britain and an 







Let us spray; Police firing a water cannon at anti-government demonstrators in the centre of Belgrade 


invitation from France to the Zajed- 
no leaders. 

Both London and Paris seem to have 
switched tactics, apparently calculat- 
ing that public criticism of the Milo- 
sevic government and acceptance of a 
potentially viable alternative leadership 
in Serbia could do more to resolve the 
situation than maintaining direct links 
with the regime. As usual, there was 
no word from the Serbian government, 
except a report on stale television, 
which said that the riot police had been 
forced to act because protesters were 
blocking traffic. 

Aleksandr Tijanic, who resigned as 
Serbia’s Information Minister because 


of the protests, does not expect his for- 
mer boss to give in easily. 

“I think [the use of police] was a 
small exercise to see if the police would 
follow orders, to see how they would 
behave, how the demonstrators would 
behave, how the media would react." 
he said yesterday. “1 think it will be 
tried again." Mr Tijanic believes Mr 
Milosevic needs to use force to ding 
to power “It would cost him too much 
to agree a political solution... he does 
not portray this as a political problem 
but as a problem of soda! order for the 
police to deal with." The last time Bel- 
grade experienced a “social problem" 
was in 1991. when Mr Milosevic 


crushed demonstrations by sending 
tanks on to the street. 

Sunday's attack was perhaps the 
worst example of state violence against 
peaceful demonstrators since 1991. The 
students, who have run parallel 
protests since the elections, were par- 
ticularly angered by a police incursion 
into a Belgrade University building on 
Sunday night. At student headquarters, 
Dragon Ostojic. who was acting as 
security, described being beaten by the 
police as they tried to chase students 
into the building. 

Mr Ostojic said he turned fire- 
hoses on to the police who, an hour 
before, bad used water cannon against 


Photograph :AP 

the protesters. Medical students at a 
makeshift first-aid centre treated more 
than SO people - including some po- 
licemen - for minor injuries and said 
they witnessed several arrests. 

However, Zajedno leaders were 
upbeat yesterday afternoon. “We will 
express our readiness to persist, to 
show that there is no more fear of the 
police or the regime." said Miodrag 
Feresic, Mr Djmdjic's deputy. U I think 
today is a turning-point," he added. 

On the streets of Belgrade last 
night, protesters were waiting uneasi- 
ly to find out whether Sunday night 
was just a one-off, or whether it was 
a taste of things to come. 


'I saw mercenaries in , 
Zaire’, says EU aid chief 

Thu European Union's humanitarian aid chief, on return 
from Africa’s Great Lakes region, said she had seen 
mercenaries in Zaire. "All our information confirms there 
are mercenaries from both sides m the region," Emma' l 
Bonino said. “On the Zaire side I saw mercenaries. We - ■ 
stayed in the same hoieL” She said 200,000 refugees were 
stranded in Zaire; as many’ were lost or dead in the bush. 
Meanwhile, a Zairean defence official said it had chartered 
planes to bring in troops from Morocco, Togo and Chad io 
help fight the rebels. Reuter - Brussels 

Going for Dutch connection 

France, the severest critic of the permissive Dutch drugs 
policy, signed a customs deal with the Netherlands aimed 
at strangling drug-smuggling lines. Dutch and French 
authorities will target a host of illegal goods, but will 
concentrate on drugs shipments. AP — The Hague 

Japan, EU toast drink deal 

Japan and the European Union agreed to changes in taxes 
on imported liquor, settling one a long dispute. Japan .. 
agreed to raise taxes on domestic spirits known as 


s/j0cA«,made mainly from barley, and lower those on 
liqueur and spirits such as vodka from overseas, so that .. 
they are all at the same tax rate. Reuter - Tokyo 

Paris grim over Nato post 

The French Foreign Minister. Herve de Charette. said 
France might fail to persuade Washington to let a 
European officer take over Nato's southern command from 
an American. The two countries were seeking ways to settle 
the dispute. Asked what type of compromise might be . 
possible, he said: “We'U see." Reuter - Paris 

Pact to save HK activists 

Western governments have forged a pact to get 40 Chinese 
dissidents and their families out of Hong Kong before 
China takes over on I July, Time said. They will be flown 
out and given asylum in the West. AP - Hong Kong 

Swaziland hit by strikes 

A strike paralysed Swaziland's transport and businesses in 
a protest for political reform. Gunfire erupted in Manzini 
the industrial centre south of Mbabane, and bombs burned 
a bus at the central terminal. AP - Mbabane 

Peru denies rebel accord 

President Alberto Fujimori of Peru dismissed suggestions 
of a peace accord with guerrillas holding hostages at the 
Japanese ambassador's residence in Lima, saying his 
country is already at peace. Reuter - Washington 

Hunger to live 

Alexander Oein, 17, caught in an avalanche near the west 
Norwegian town of Moldc. could not dig himself out but he 
was able to eat away enough of the snow to create an air 
pocket that kept him from smothering. The manoeuvre 
paid off: he was rescued three hours later. AP - Oslo 
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Perhaps youVe admired them from afar: The telecommunications firm that seta goal 
of 99% system uptime-and surpassed it The car manuiacturatbat radically accel- 
erated its time-to-market with a powerful new data system. The financial services 
processor that gives institutions in 20 countries highly secure transactions- 
instantaneously. Granted, at DIGITAL we’re known for our lastest-on-earth. 


ultra-reliable AlphaServer” systems. But what we really produce are ground- 





t 






mm 




breaking competitive advantages-in company after Fortune 500* company. 

Advantages like At DIGITAL, we don't just the leap in 

make high-performance computers. 


customer We make high-performance respon- 
siveness that comes with the customers. industry's only tried-and- 
tested 64-bit servers-whether they’re r unning DIGITAL UNIX? OpehVMS“ or 
Windows NT." Or the bankable investment value of high-availability 


‘clustered” systems created to work every second of every 


day. Or the vast array of options made possible by our 
partnerships with other industry leaders. Naturally, we 


support these business solutions with our own global network of service 
professionals. So call 0800 395 200. Make the leap to www.digHaLco.uk. 
And make the DIGITAL edge your own. 
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Israel in 
quandary 
over social 
captives 


Stephanie Nolen 

Jerusalem 

Haifa Farras is serving a two- 
year sentence for trying to stab 
an Israeli soldier with a knife in 
September 1995. She should be 
released this week- Israel 
agreed as part of its Hebron 
deal with the PLO three weeks 
ago that she and 28 other female 
Palestinian political prisoners 
would be freed during the Mus- 
lim holy month of Ramadan, 
which ends this week. 

But Ms Parras, 31. is not a 
typical political prisoner, and 
she is far from elated at the 
thought of her impending free- 
dom. She admits that her mo- 
tives in confronting the solider 
with a kitchen knife were not 
primarily political: she was des- 
perate to escape her family, who 
wanted her to go to Saudi Ara- 
bia, and thought an Israeli jail 
was the best place to do iL 

The Independent has learned 
that many of the other female 
prisoners have si milar stories: 
they had social, rather than 
political, motives for their at- 
tacks on Israelis. According to 
the Women's Organisation for 
Political Prisoners, only eight of 
the 29 women - whose release 
was debated for weeks in the 
peace negotiations and bitter- 
ly decried by some Israelis who 
oppose freeing women they 
call “terrorists” - were primar- 
ily political in their motivation. 

The others are what the 
WOPP calls “social cases": un- 
happy young girls who sought 
personal freedom in the form 
of an Israeli jail. Fleeing abu- 
sive homes, arranged marriages, 
or choosing to continue their 
studies, they committed acts of 
violence against Israelis, know- 
ing that they would be given 
lengthy jail sentences. ' 

In autumn 1995, Ms Farras 
visited relatives in the Gaza 
strip. Her parents, Palestinian 
refugees who sow live in-San- . 
di Arabia, told her it was time 
to join them. “But I was so hap- 
py, to be at my country [Gaza]," 
she says. “1 had studied micro- 
biology for six years and I knew 
that back in Saudi I couldn’t be 
free like I was in Gaza." 

So one morning she tried to 
stab a soldier at a checkpoint in 
Gaza, and as she had expected, 
she soon found herself part of 
a well-known small band of 
women prisoners in Ihlmond 
Prison, north of Tbl Aviv. Her 
family has never been to visit her 
in jail - “they are angry, they 


think my disobedience was 
shameful" — and she dreads fac- 
ing them, if they will in fart rain* 
her back, upon her release. 

“Palestinian society is patri- 
archal, and under the Israeli oc- 
cupation, it was especially 
tightly controlled," said Ibtisaxn 
Jikhtieb, an activist with the 
WOPP, which raises funds and 
provides lawyers for the women. 

“Some women saw no other es- 
cape. felt they had nothing to 
lose, and in the environment of 
the intifada [Palestinian rebel- 
lion], they saw stabbing a sokfier 
as the best way out." 

Last summer, when Israel an- 
nounced that all the women ex- 
cept five who “have Jewish 
blood on their hands" would be 
released, the others refused to 
go. They barricaded themselves 
together in two cells and held 
a 19-day hunger strike, until Is- 
rael agreed that they would slay 
in prison. “And if we are not ail 
released this week, then we 
are all staying," Ms Farras said. 

“I've learned here that it’s a 
good thing for girls to fight in 
the resistance,” she explains: 

Ms Farras has an almost rev- 
erential respect for the five 
women for whom she has re- 
mained in jafl. Among them is 
Rula Abu Dehu, 28, who has 
served nine years of a life-plus- 
25-years sentence for trans- 
porting a weapon ustd to kill on 
Israeli, a charge she still denies. 

Abu Dehu was a member of 
a cell of the Popular Front for 
the liberation of Palestine, and 
still speaks proudly of her ac- 
tivities with them. But she ac- 
knowledged in Tfehnond last 
week that few of the women im- 
prisoned there W7& her were ac- 
tivists like she was. 

“It’s true, they weren't like 
me," she said. “But look at what 
they chose to do: they didn’t run 
away, they didn’t use drugs or 
rob a store, they chose to attack 
a soldier. That spirit of reas- 
Jance^ia in. aiLJaia«iai fl tt | - L a h o re 
•women." 

■ Nablus, West Bank (AP)- A 
Palestinian land-dealer who. 
died in custody over the week- 
end was tortured by his Pales- 
tinian interrogators, the justice 
minuter Freih Abu Medein 
said in an interview published 
yesterday. 

The death of Yousef Baba, 

32, brought toll the number of 
Palestinians who have died in 
detention since Yasser Arafat’s 
self-rule government took con- 
trol of parts of the West Bank 
and Gaza strip in May 1994. 


Jan McGirfc 


Early election results in Pakistan indicated 
that the Muslim League leader Mian 
Mohammed Nawaz Sharif would win a 
popular majority and be able to form a new 
government as predicted. 

Since martial law was lifted a dozen years 
ago, the seat of power in Islamabad has be- 
come a dunking stool, with arch-rivals 
Benazir Bhutto and Nawaz Sharif toppling 
in turn. There were plenty of excuses for Pak- 
istanis to stay home from the polls yester- 
day. But blaming the cold weather or the 
late nights due to the holy month of Ra- 
madan for the thin turnout, estimated at 
roughly 28 per cent, did not mask a gener- 


al sense of futility. Few people seemed to 
believathat their ballots would make much 
difference. Before their newly chosen 
leader's five-year term was up. any choice 
made by the nation s 56 million potential 
voters could be ousted again by the Presi- 
dent, as Ms Bhutto and her govenunent were 
dismissed last November, following allega- 
tions of widespread corruption. 

A bored election worker in mid-town 
Lahore, wailing with a cluster of soldiers at 
a grimy polling booth, said: “Everybody is 
fed up. There could be another election with- 
in six months." No one had shown up to cast 
a ballot there five hours after elections start- 
ed. Even the erstwhile crickeL champion Im- 
ran Khan and bis wife Jemima could not vote 
for their- fledgling Movement for Justice 
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Fur flies over 
Russian PM’s 
unbearable 
forest jaunt 


Phi Reaves 

Moscow 


Winning ways: A supporter kissing Muslim League leader Nawaz Sharif, likely victor in yesterday's poilPhotograph: AFP 


Pakistan votes old leader in from 
the cold as sense of futility rules 


Party -Mr Khan had registered in a district 
where his party fielded no candidates. 

Ms Bhutto has vowed to challenge any 
result that goes against her. Forecasts that 
the former prime minister Nawaz Sharif 
would win, coupled with despair over 
charges against her. made her supporters 
“too disheartened" to show up in force, par- 
ty workers said. Many Muslim League par- 
tisans also stayed home, confident of 
victory, a spokesman said. 

Agitators for the religious Jamaat-e- 
Islami party drew the most attention in the 
cpiiet streets, shouting slogans and leaflet - 
ing vehicles. They bad called for polls to be 
postponed until after charges were pressed 
against officials accused by the caretaker 
government's Accountability Commission. 


Russians have long thought 
nothing of the fact that their 
leaders like to ease the tensions 
of Kremlin life by blasting away 
ai fur and feather. Lenin, Niki- 
ta Khrushchev and Leonid 
Brezhnev were all fond of step- 
ping out into the woods to 
wipe out a little wildlife. Though 
side, Boris Yeltsin last year shot 
40 fhirlre and a wild boar for his 
friend the German Chancellor, 
Helmut KohL without a squeak 
from anvone except his doctors. 

But Viktor Chernomyrdin, 
the Prime Minister, seems to 
have gone loo far. Even Russia, 
with its fondness for furs and 
fighting dogs, has been shaken 
by revelations about u hunting 
expedition in which two hear 
cubs and their mother were 
goaded out of hibernation and 
shot dead - one of the cubs 
falling to a bullet from the 
Prime Minister’s rifle. 

Hunting is traditionally re- 
garded by Russian men as a 
means of showing the world that 
they arc muzhiki - no-non- 
sense. guys' guys. But Mr Cher- 
nomyrdin is emerging from his 
viat to the forests of Yaroslavl 
north of Moscow, with less of 
a red neck than a red face. 

Details have emerged in two 
publications. Ogpnyok maga- 
zine and Soivya C iazeta news- 
paper. Mr Chernomyrdin, long 
caricatured as a dreary bu- 
reaucrat, fuelled the scandal by 
admitting the bears were shot, 
disputing only their age and size. 

If the papers arc to be be- 
lieved, the preparations for the 
hunt rivalled those of a pro- 
duction at the Bolshoi Theatre. 
Bulldozers reportedly ploughed 
a raile-and-a-balf-long road 
through die forest to a bear den 
and mowed down a clearing for 
a helicopter landing pad. 

The woods were swamped by 
armed agents of the Russian 
Federal Security Service, suc- 
cessors to the KGB. Mr Cher- 
nomyrdin and his hosts, 
accompanied by bodyguards 
and professional hunters swept 
on to the scene in a convoy of 
Volga cars, accompanied % a 
mobile dining room and 
kitchen. An ambulance was 
also on hand. 

The Prime Minister's host, 
the governor of Yaroslavl ap- 
pears to have been anxious 
that they should enjoy a fruit- 
ful day, not least because the 
point of inviting him was to per- 
suade the government settle on 
enormous debt to the region. 

In Brezhnev's time, aides 
would release wild hoar in from 
of the muzzle of his gun. They 


even tied them to trees on days 
when their leader’s aim was par- 
ticularly unreliable. When the 
old man's fancy turned to rab- 
bits, his bodyguards would re- 
lease animals in the nearby 
woods in such quantities that he 
was certain eventually to hit one 
of them as they hopped and nib- 
bled in his field of range. 

The Chernomyrdin hum 
seems not to have matched 
Brezhnev’s standards - but al- 
most did. The hunters took 
their positions, but no bears 
emerged. A pack of dogs was re- 



Chemomyrdin: Shot a cub 
goaded out of hibernation 

ponedly sent in to arouse the 
animals from their hiberna- 
tion. Still no bears. Only after 
the hunters poked inside the 
den with sticks did a cub stag- 
ger out into the snow, to receive 
a bullet between the eves, cour- 
tesy of the honoured gucsL 
According to the newspapers, 
the second cub was killed by the 
governor, while their mother 
went down in a hail of bullets. 

In Russia, killing adult bears 
causes little outrage. But cubs 
are a different matter. The gov- 
ernment “should be ash anted, 
before the people, before God, 
before then own consciences", 
thundered Navaya Cazeta . 
Ogonyok called il “"akin to com- 
mon murder". 

Mr Chernomyrdin has de- 
fended his conduet. “I do not 
know why there is all this clam- 
our," he told the TV current af- 
fairs programme Itogi. “When 
the bear'is in the den, are we 
supposed to peek in first? 

“There was a she-bear and 
two cubs, but they were grown 
up." be said. “I would like the 
journalists who wrpte these 
[stories] to have a face-to-face 
encounter with these cubs, not 
in the office, but somewhere 
else. I would enjoy watching 
that.” It is. however, too late. 
One of the cubs has been 
stuffed The other was lunch for 
the hungry hunters. 


Clinton close to budget deal dream 



Rupert Cornwell 

Washington 


Clinton: Taxes will be the 
real issue of the address 


Within the space of three days 
this week. President Bill Clin- 
ton delivers a State of the 
Union address and sends a 
draft 1998 budget to Capitol 
Hill which between them might 
help realise Washington's Im- 
possible Dream - a solid, 
bipartisan deal to balance the 
federal budget within five years. 

Tbnight’s State of the Union 
will contain few sensations, as 
befits a President who faces a 
Congress controlled by the op- 
posite party and wbo won re- 
election last November by 
seizing the middle ground of 
American politics. 

It will be Mr Clinton’s op- 
portunity to reveal the building 


bricks of his famous “Bridge to 
the 21st Century,” not so much 
sweeping proposals as a host of 
“micro-measures" dealing with 
the environment, welfare, 
schools, crime and above all tax- 
es. Thursday’s budget win flesh 
these out with figures, most no- 
tably $98bn(£60bn) worth of tax 
cuts between 1998 and 2002, tar- 
geted towards job training, uni- 
versity education and a modest 
lowering of capital-gains taxes. 

His opponents, predictably, 
seek cuts of almost twice the 
size, paid for by tighter curbs on 
the growth of the Medicare and 
Medicaid federal health pro- 
grammes. But the gap between 
the sides is narrowing, and for 
the first time since they captured 
Congress in 1994, the Repub- 
licans have not declared a Gin- 


ton budget “dead on arrival". 

Such is the most visible symp- 
tom of “bipartisanship" the 
watchword here since elections 
whose outcome of divided gov- 
ernment was widely taken as a 
demand from voters for both 
parties to cease squabbling. 

Admittedly, sideshows along 
the way could derail all. One is 
the quarrel over a balanced- 
budget amendment to the 
Constitution, as vehemently op- 
posed by the Administration as 
it is pressed by the Republican 
Congressional leadership. The 
President has no veto over the 
proposal, which is within a vole 
or two of the required two- 
thirds majority in both Houses. 
But its passage could destroy 
today’s veneer of brotherhood. 

Other hazards are a potential 


row over federal welfare reform, 
and the ethics controversies 
swirling around Speaker Newt 
Gingrich and Mr Clinton, for his 
involvement in shady Democ- 
ratic campaign fund-raising. 
These dealings will be probed 
by a Senate Committee, which 
□ext week will begin hearings 
(hat could degenerate into an- 
other White House witch-hunt. 

But prospects have never 
been better for a balanced bud- 
get deal. The deficit, at $l(J7bu 
in fiscal 1996. Is the smallest in 
nearly two decades and Re- 
publicans are chastened by the 
memory of the two unpopular 
Government shutdowns they 
forced in winter 1995/yb. a 
misjudgement that launched 
Mr Ginton on his comeback 
and re-election. 
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NF set for fourth victory 


John Lichfield 

Paris 


Desperate efforts were being 
made yesterday to prevent a 
fourth French town bail from 
falling into the hands of the far 
right after a startlingly clear vic- 
tory for the National From in 
a satellite town of Marseilles. 

The first round result in VH- 
rolles, an unlovely concrete 
jungle in the Bouches-du- 
Rhone, might be be written off 
as a local aberration. The So- 
cialist mayor of the town is un- 
der investigation for fraud and 
the area has high unemploy- 
ment and severe racial ten- 
sions. But confirmation of the 
National Front victory in the 
second round this Sunday will 
have powerful, national rever- 
berations. 

VHrolles would be the fourth 
town, afl in a small arc from the 


Rhone valley to the Mediter- 
ranean coast, to fall to the Na- 
tional Front More important 
still are the personalities in- 
volved 

The nominal victor on Sun- 
day, with 47 per cent of the vote, 
was Catherine Megret. an elec- 
toral novice. The real victor was 
her husband, Bruno Megret 47. 
the second-in-command of the 
National front, plausible rising 
star of the French extreme 
right and possible successor to 
the NF founder and leader, 
Jean-Marie Le Pern 

Mr Megret is banned from 
r unnin g because he exceeded 
the legal limit on election ex- 
penses when he lost the mayoral 
ejection in VTirolles in June 

1995. The entire electron was so 
riddled with ‘‘irregularities" - on 
all sides - that it was declared 
void by the Council of State. A 
proxy victory for Mr Megret in 


the re-run would confirm him 
- a product of the meritocrat- 
ic French establishment and 
former member of President 
Chirac’s RPR party - as the at- 
tractive but sinister face of the 
second generation of NF ex- 
tremism. 

• Unlike Mr Lc Pen. a former 
paratrooper with one eye and 
a bombastic manner, both Mr 
Megret and his wife have the 
comfortable middle-class looks 
and credentials to extend the 
read) of the NF further into the 
ranks of the “respectable" right. 

While remaining ostenta- 
tiously loyal lo their leader, the 
Megrets have repackaged 
the undisguised xenophobia of 
Le Pen-rsm as the defence 
of French values against glob- 
alism and multi-culturalsm and 
the protection of the power 
of the state against “human- 
rights-ism". 
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Godfrey 

Baseley 


When we left for Australia on 
Boxing Day a neighbour asked 
us to take a packet to her 
daughter, who has been living 
in Sydney for several yeare. I as- 
sumed it contained Christmas 
gifts for the Australian grand- 
children. But no, it was tapes of 
recent editions of The. tochers, 
which her daughter was missing 
desperately. It was sympto- 
matic of the compulsive at- 
traction The Archers commands, 
46 years after Godfrey Baseley 
first started iL 

In 1946 Baseley, then the pro- 
ducer of agricultural pro- 
grammes for Lhe BBC Midland 
Region, attended a meeting in 
Birmingham Council Chamber 
at which a fanner suggested that 
there should be a regular seri- 
al programme, similar to the 
thnller Dick Barton, Special 
.-igent, but without the violence, 
covering the many problems of 
counliy folk in general. Baseley 
look up the idea, and recruit- 
ed Geoffrey Webb and Edward 
Mason, the Dick Barton writers, 
to script some trial episodes of 
what was to become the most 
popular and longest-running 
British radio series. It was first 
heard in Lhe Midland Region 
only at Whitsun in 1950, and 
nationally on the Light Pro- 
gramme from 1 January 1951. 

Within two years the daily au- 
dience following the lives of Dan 
and Doris Archer and their 
neighbours aL Ambridge had 
risen to nine and a half million. 
The programme deliberately 
included items of practical 
fanning advice (about 15 per 
cent), supplied to Baseley by the 
Ministry of Agriculture, but 
the policy was “to give the gen- 
eral listener, i.e. the towns- 


man, a good balance between 
the purely factual and the more 
entertaining aspects of country 
life". 

In October 1953 Baseley was 
appointed to be the BBC's tele- 
vision rural programme organ- 
iser. When I became Head of 
Television Talks two months 
later I found that one of my du- 
ties Was to Write the annual staff 
report on Base ley's work. This 
was difficult, for he still devot- 
ed the vast majority of his time 
to supervising the detailed 
development of 77k? Archers 
and practically nothing to the 
television service. 

Baseley was a hard task- 
master. In 1955 he decided to 
get rid of the actress Ysanne 
Churchman (Mrs Tony Pilgrim) 
who played the role of the 
volatile Grace Archer and de- 
cided that she should die trying 
to save a horse from a blazing 
stable. This episode of 77ic 
Archers was broadcast on the 
day that ITV started. Tele- 
phone lines to the BBC were 
blocked for hours. Among the 
callers was a man, who sound- 
ed quite young, who seemed be- 
side himself with grieL He rang 
up again after midnight moan- 
ing into the telephone that his 
life bad been ruined. But this 
time he was maudlin with drink, 
and finally burst into tears. 

Baseley always denied that it 
was a deliberate publicity 
stroke, pointing out that the de- 
cision to kill Grace had been 
taken more than three months 
ahead. The placing of the 
episode was in fact a joint de- 
cision of The Archers' produc- 
er Tony Shryane and the 
Controller of the Light Pro- 
gramme. The BBC’s publicity 



The Archers' creators on a fact-finding foray in 1953: Baseley (right) with, left to right, Geoffrey Wsbb (writer), Tory Shryane (producer) 
and Ted Mason (writer) on the farm with Dr W. Blunt. The first episode was heard nationally on 1 January 1951 Photograph: Hutton Getty 


officer, John Crawley, made 
sure that the media correspon- 
dents had a special opportuni- 
ty of hearing that edition. In the 
next morning’s newspapers 
Grace Archer's heroic death 
completely upstaged the open- 
ing of ITV. Challenged in the 
brand-new television pro- 
gramme Highlight, the script- 
writers replied: “You feel badly 
about the death of Grace 
Archer. What do you think we 
feel? But why blame us? Do 
people blame Shakespeare for 
the death of Desdemona?" 


Baseley was a thickset man 
with a booming voice. He had 
been educated at two Quaker 
boarding schools, Sibford and 
Booth am. and had originally 
trained for the stage. He made 
his first broadcast in 1929 and 
became a producer in Birm- 
ingham in 1943. The irascible 
Gilbert Harding was involved in 
some of Baseley’s early farming 
programmes. When Baseley s 
wife Bessie asked him to tea and 
poured the milk in first, Hard- 
ing went into a fearful tantrum. 
Mrs Baseley gave as good as she 


got and the occasion perished 
miserably. The next morning 
Harding was full of remorse and 
telephoned to apologise. 

Baseley was dismissed as 
script alitor of The Ankers in 
1 972 and replaced by Malcolm 
Lynch, a former scriptwriter of 
Coronation Street. He disliked 
the arrival of Vanessa Whitburn 
from Brookside , and was dis- 
mayed by the “outing" of the fic- 
tional landlord of the Cat and 
Fiddle. “I cannot understand for 
a moment why they should 
want a homosexual character," 


he said Iastyear.“77w^>ctos has 
completely lost its way. Luckily 
Fm nearly completely deaf ana 
can’t listen to it any more.” 

Leonard MiaU 


Cyril Godfrey Baseley, radio pro- 
ducer, journalist and actor: bom 
Aivedwrdi , Worcestershire 2 Oc- 
tober 1904; General Programme 
Assistant, rural affairs, BBC 1947- 

Hatwright ( died 1989; two 
daughters); died Bmmsgrvve, 
Worcestershire 2 February 1997. 


Theodore Redpath 


In 1950 Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge. steeled itself to appoint 
its first teaching Fellow in 
English. This was not a self- 
evidently respectable subject, at 
least in the college of Newton, 
Bentley, Rutherford and Witt- 
genstein. Elsewhere in Cam- 
bridge a man called Leavis was 
on the rampage. 

But in Theodore Redpath 
Trinity bad found someone spe- 
cial. even by its own high stan- 
dards. Born in Streatham, 
south-west London, in 1913, the 
son of an engineer who had built 
the first Blue Train and the Gol- 
den Arrow, he went to school 
in Cambridge, at the Leys. He 
had read English at St Cathar- 


ine's College with TR. Henn 
and taken a starred first, before 
going on to a PhD on Leibniz 
under the supervision of C.D. 
Broad. In the Second World 
War he worked in intelligence 
and in 1948 he was called to the 
Bar. He sometimes wondered 
what a legal career might have 
brought him, apart - with a 
smile - from making more 
money. As Trinity’s first English 
don he made a bit of history in- 


and Wittgenstein (his Ludwig 
Wittgenstein: a student ’s memoir 
appeared in 1990), worked un- 
til only a few weeks before his 
death bn a translation of Sopho- 
cles’ tragedies. He spent an 
unusually active retirement 
through the 1980s, teaching in 
Japan and setting up as a wine 
merchant. He was not the sort 
of academic whose answer to 
the question “What are you 
working on now.?" can easily be 


stead, and a difference to niany - predicted, 
young lives for 30 years, after,. . He .would have published 
He was fall of sutprisfes. H 6 ni&ie'fiSflfre been a less devoted 
edited Donne’s and Shake- <teacher aBd college tutor, or 
speare s sonnets, collected es- more ebullient in the sense of 
says on the English Romantic his own gifts. His modesty could 
poets, wrote books on Tolstoy be as breathtaking as the range 


of his abilities and interests, in 
languages, philosophy and mu- 
sic. as well as in literature. He 
took other people’s opinions as 
seriously as his own, even when 
these issued from opinionated 
students. This could be alarm- 
ing and educative for those 
prepared to be shamed by the 
frankness of his “So you really 
think that?" 

A youthful quinquagenarian, 
he married Sarah Gampbell- 
Taylor in 1964. Shortly after- 
wards he assured an under? 
graduate co n te mp lating tn ri n irtg fr 
as early in life as his own had : 
been relatively late that it was 
a wonderful idea and that it had 
done him “a world of good". 


The world of good turned out 
to include three children. 

He inspired awe and amuse- 
ment in unpredictable propor- 
tions. A rampant stickler for 
rules and traditions, he could 
cause consternation by an- 
nouncing that he could not 
speak to you because, as It 
mi$it be, you were not wearing 
a gown, or could not shake 
hands because it was not the va- 
cation - a bewildering taboo 
which he stoutly upheld even in 
hisfinalrnctehs-BOTattias mild- 
ness and unfailing (Sirrtesy; he 
knew how to wielda remarkably 
resolute jaw. 

No teacher, let alone a col- 
lege tutor.-could possibly recall 


every last one of those here-and- 
gone students. Yet Theo Red- 
path seemed to. None of them 
is likely ever to forget him. 

Adrian Poole 


Robert Theodore Holmes Red- 
path, English scholar and teacher 
arm London T7Augr& 1913; Fri- 
lawaf Trinity College, Cambridge 

1950- 97; Assistant Lecturer in 
English, Cambridge University 

1951- 54, Lecturer 1954-80; books 
indade'To\stayl960i The Young 
Ramantk&and Critical Opinion 
1807-247073; Lud*£ 
steinz-a student’s reemon? 1 
married 1964 Sarah CanwbeB- 
Taybr (one son, two daughters); 
died Cambridge 30 January 1997. 


Professor Peter Morris 


It was always possible to recog- 
nise an article or a review writ- 
ten by Peter Morris without 
looking for the author’s name. 
It usually began on a conversa- 
tional tone and. if it was about 
French politics, it would contain 
humorous remarks before mov- 
ing to a more serious appraisal. 

For example, he wrote of the 
advanced age of many French 
politicians, describing their 
presence as “government by 
bus-pass holders" and com- 
menting that, when Harold Wil- 
son talked or a week’s being a 
long time in polities, he could 
not have had in mind the career 
structures of French politicians. 
Then he went on to write about 
Lite intellectual agility and ad- 
ministrative competence that 
the system instilled in its gov- 


erning elite, the weakness of po- 
litical parties and the resources 
provided by city halls. 

Morris was a very successful 
teacher of politics, both British 
and French, well appreciated 
both in Britain and France. His 
sudden and early death from 
cancer is the more tragic since 
he was starting on a new and 
important period in his life. 

Having recently been ap- 
pointed to the Chair of Modem 
Politics and Hislorv at Aston 


versy concerning the disposal of 
Mitterrand’s private archives 
and their availability to re- 
searchers. The book on which 
he was working, with his French 
colleagues Serge Berstein and 
Nicolas Roussellier, about the 
history of Democratic Liberal- 
ism. is a considerable work in 
a major series. 

Morris was educated at Cam- 
bridge High School for Boys and 
at Emmanuel College, where he 
became a Research Fellow. He 


University, he was about to be-. _ wasitisa an auditeurlibre at tbe 
gin his term as Head of the De- Ecole Normale Superieure in 


partmcnt of Languages and 
European Studies. He had been 
invited by Roland Dumas to be- 
come the British representative 
.at the Insdtut Francois Mitter- 
rand in Paris and was beginning 
to get embroiled in the contro- 


Paris. Then for nearly 25 yeare 
he was Lecturer and Senior Lec- 
turer at Nottingham Lhiiversi- 
ty, from where he was three 
times invited to leach at the In- 
st it ut d’Etudes Politiques in 
Paris. Both there and in Not- 


tingham he established excellent 
relations with students. 

In Paris Morris appeared as 
the sort of Englishman whom 
young French people had read 
about and who they thought no 
longer existed. He was cheerful, 
good-tempered and tolerant 
He was patient ready to help 
those for whom the intricacies 
of the French Radical Party (on 
which he wrote his Cambridge 
doctorate thesis) or the com- 
plexities of Labour Party poli- 
tics appeared baffling. At the 
centenary celebrations for Gen- 
eral de Gaulle held in Paris dur- 
ing November 1990, he was 
much in demand when the 
news broke of the resignation 
of Margaret Thatcher. 

His books French Politics To- 
day (1994) and Consensus Pol- 


itics from Attlee to Thatcher 
(1989) were adopted as text- 
books in many universities, and 
his Histoire du Royaume Uni 
(1993) was widely read in 
France. He played an important 
role in the British 'Association 
for the Study of Modem and 
Contemporary France from its 
foundation in 1979. 

Most summers he spent in 
Normandy, at BarneviUe, on the 
Cotentin coast- There he was a 
popular figure, especially in 
the Place de l’Egfise.-One of the 
last stories be brought back 
from there was about bis con- 
versation with a neighbour who 
assured him that the Princess of 
Wales had behaved with much 
more dignity than had President 
Mitterrand. 

Douglas Johnson 



Morrts: French and British pottles 


Peter Moms, poBtical historian: 
bom Cambridge 2 September 
1946; Lecturer in Politics, Not- 
tingham University 1972-89, Senior 
Lecturer 1989-96; Professor of 
Modem History and Politics, As- 
ton University 1996-97; married; 
died Nottingham I February 1997. 



The eventful career and violent 
death of Nikola Koljevic, one of 
the deputy leaders of the Bosn- 
ian Serb nationalists during the 
Bosnian war, would have pro- trademarks of the Pile leaded 
vided rich source material for ship, and did not dismiss out of 
Nikola Kotfevic the Shake- ' 


Serb Assembly. Unfib: ha three 
colleagues, he made few of the 
insulting rcmarks~about the 
Muslims that was one of the 
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speare scholar. His life came to 
an end in a Belgrade hospital 
a week after he had shot him- 
self in the head; he bad re- 
portedly been suffering from 
depression following the near- 
complete loss of his political po- 
sitions and influence. 

Koljevic was introduced to 
the politics of idtra-nationalism 
and ethnic cleansing at the age 
of five, in April 1941, when 
Hitlers troops in Yugoslavia 
and Bosni a- Hercegovina came 
under the control of Croatia’s 
pro-Nazi Ustasa authorities. 
His father, a prosperous busi- 
nessman in the north-western 
town of Banja Luka, was among 
the large number of Serbs ar- 
rested. On his release he fled 
with his family to Belgrade, 
where they stayed until the end 
of the Second Warkl War. 

After finishing his schooling 
in Banja Luka Krajevic read Eng- 
lish in Belgrade. He went on to 
complete his doctoral thesis on 
the mainty American school of 
textual critkism of the 1930s and 
beyond which was published in 
Serbo-Croat as The Theoretical 
Foundations (fthe New Critidsm 
(1966). It became a standard 
textbook at Yugoslav universities. 
He published several other 
books, including Shakespeare 
rite Tragic Writer (1982), and 
was a respected academic at tbe 

University of Sarajevo through- 
out the 1970s and 1980s. 

Koljevic was an urbane intel- 
lectual, a jovial and sociable 
figure who showed few outward 
s^ns that he would one day com- 
mit himself to the cause of eth- 
nic separatism pursued through 
violent means. But there was an- 
other ade to him which came to 
tbe fore following the death of 
his eldest son, Djordje, in a ski- 
ing accident in Austria in 1975. 
Devastated, Koljevic found so- 
lace in a deeper involvement in 
the Orthodox faith, which in turn 
contributed to his interest in tbe 
revival of tbe Serfs’ national cul- 
tural heritage, in line with the tra- 
ditional links between the 
Serbian Orthodox Church and 
Serbian nationhood. 

Yet many of Koljevic’s clos- 
est friends were surprised when 
he wholeheartedly embraced 
the politics of Serbian nation- 
alism in 1990. In Bosnia's first 
po^-Communist elections he 
was elected, along with the 
hard-line nationalist Biljana 
Plavfflc,oneofthfetwo Serbian 
mfa awff is. ofrBaapa’s multl- 
elfilfi?OTll*»Hv^resideiKy. 
During 1991,as?Yd80sJavia was 
distategratingahd war raged in 
Croatia, the divisions within 
Bosnia hardened between the 
Muslims and ^Croats, most of 
whom favoured independence 
from Yugoslavia, and the Bosn- 
ian Serbs who wanted to stay in 
one stare with their feDow Serbs 
in the other Yugoslav republics 
to create a greater Serbia. 

Then, in spring 1992, as the 
separatist Bosnian Serb lead- 
ership was preparing to launcb 
a military onslaught on the 
newly independent and in- 
ternationally recognised Bosn- 
ian state, Koljevic joined in the 
setting-up of a capital for the 
$eIf-procl aimed Bosnian Serb 
" lie - known as Republi- 
ka Srpska - in Pale, the moun- 
tain resort on the outskirts of 
Sarajevo. 

— During the war he became 


by international negotiators. 

But there were no signs that 
Koljevic harboured any doubts 
about the methods Used by his 
side and he made no atte mp t to 

dissociate himself, from the 
policies of ethnic deansing or 
the bombardment of Sarajevo 

- even though his brother Sve- 

tozar.a well-known professor at 

the university^ seem: several 
months in the besieged city be- 
fore he managed to escape to 
Serbia. Moreover his remarks 
often betrayed a high levd of in- 
sensitivity towards his wartime 
enemies. On his firat visit to 
Sarajevo after the end of the 
war, in March 1996, he pro- 
fessed surprise at what he con- 
sidered the relatively limited 
amount of damage caused by 
tbe shelling from nis side. ’• 

By then his political career 
was coming foan end. In tbe im- 
mediate aftermath of the Day- - 
ton peace agreement - which 
Koljeyic signed on behalf of the 
Bosnian Setts in Paris in De- 
cember 199S — the 'Western 
powers expected that he vroukl 
replace Karadzic who, fallow- 
ing hsindkxmem by the Hague 
war crimes tribunal, was barred 
from office. Moreover^ unlike 
the. rest of the Bosnian. Serb - 
leadership, Koljevic had stayed : 
on good terns with Serraa’a . 
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Scandal of 
unfed MIS 
patients 


Kotyevic: ethnic eternising 

President, Slobodan Milosevic, 
the regional power broker. 

This turned out to be wish- 
ful thinking. Koljevic was always 
something of a political light- 5 
weight in the Bosnian Serb hi- 
erarchy and his hard-line rivals, 
had no problems in edginghim 
out of office. Following Bosnia's 
post-war elections, -Plavsic 
emoted as the President of the 
Serbian Republic- with Bosnia 
and Krajisnik became the Serin' 
representative on Bosnia's col- 
lective presidency. Ironically, the 
relatively pragmatic Koljevic 
was left with no role to play on 
Bosnia's post-war political stage 
while two of the most die-hare 
exponents of Bosnian Serb sep- 
aratism were entrusted with 
trying to find an accommoda- 
tion with their former Muslim 
and Croat enemies within the 
new partially reunited Bosnia. 

That irony was not lost on 
Koljevic himself. Disappointed 
in his expectations and reduced 
from Vice-President to the rank 
of a political adviser, be felt un- 
certain about his future, not 
knowing whether to stay on in 
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turn to his place of birth in Ban- 
ja Luka. His suicide ended 
these doubts. 

Gabriel Partos 


the publidy acceptable, rela- 
tively moderate face around 
the world of the four-member 
leadership that consisted of 
Radovan Karadjic as President, 
Plavsic and Koljevic as his two 
deputies, and Momeilo Krajis- 


Nikohr Koljevic, politician and 
English scholar: bom Banja Luka 
Yugoslavia 9 June 1936; l 
of Literature, University of Sara- 
jevo 1965-92; Vice-President, Re- 
publika Srpska, 1992-96; married 
1957 Milica Medic (one sort, one 
daugjhta; and omsm deceased! 


nik. Speaker of the Bosnian ' died Belgrade 25 January 1997. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 


MORRIS: Professor fticr, on 1 Feb- 
ruary. aged JU. after a short but dev- 
aslating illness borne with great 
courage. Dear husband of Rosemary 
and son of Luqr and the late Robert 
Morris. Much loved by his family, 
many inend ■> and u41eagncv Funer- 
al whin at ChihwiU Road Methodist 
Church. Bc<a4um. at 1 lam on Mon- 
day W February followi-d by burial a: 
Bui-stnn Cctncuny, WooMaiau Rend. 
Family flowcn only. Donations (a 
Hayward House Hospice. Tbe Cits 1 
Hospital. Nottingham. 
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ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

Tbr ntw* of Wain, nnkleol. Ratos, m Ibr 
CY-nuntmUt. tauntlto a new Emma. .-amp .y y 

“RcgrocMtint itUMfb Hcriuyc", at N lama's 

fabric 

Changing of the Guard 

Tbr HinneMd I'ataln Mourned Rccnnrnt 
to l3ui»sUkuiunl .ulhmttianH 
11am. In KduImi So* tliurds n<utti to 

Dbcvo's Lmid. M BacUustm rMacc. I t.iihm. 

Kind (WMtln) fr to U'dUh Q«ud». 


Birthdays 

Mr Peter Allen, broadcaster. 51: 
Vice-Admiral Sir Feier Ashmore. 7o; 
The Hon Sir Clive Bcrssom Bl. for- 
mer MP, 79: Mr Jim Cunningham 
MR Sir, Dr P.E. Thompson Hancock, 
concur specialist. 93; Lord Haslam, 
former chairman. British CoaL 74: Mr 
Russell Hoban. author. 72; Mr David 
MalauC, novelist. 63; The Hon Mrs 
Ray Michie MP, 63; Mr Stanley 
Newens, MEP, 67; Sir Michael 
Nicholson, a Lord Justice of Appeal. 
Northern Ireland. 64; Dr James 
McIntosh Patrick, painter and etch- 
er, 90: Mr Charles Pollard. Chief 
Constable, Thames Valiev ft) lice. 52; 
Mr WDEain Ross MP, 61; Mr Richard 
Ryder MR 48: Lord Sbawcioss QC, 
former Attorney-General, 95; Mr 
John Willan. former managing di- 
rector. London Philharmonic, 54; Mr 
Norman Wisdom, actor and come- 
dian, JC; Sir Christopher Zeeman, 
former Principal. Hertford College, 

Oxford. 71 
Anniversaries 

Births: Picric Cartel de Chamblain 
de Marivaux, playwright and novel- 
ist, 16SS: Myles Birkel Foster, 
painter, 1825; Jacques Prevert, poet 
and novelist, 1900. Deaths Louts 
Elzevier. printer. Ibl7; Pompeo 
Girolamo Batoni. painter, 1787; 
Karen Carpenter, singer. 19S3; Lib- 
erate (Wladiriu Valentino L enter- 
tainer. 1987. On this day; the 
secessionist states met at Mont- 
gomery. Alabama and formed the 
Confederate States of America. 
1861; the command of the German 
Army was assumed by Adolf Hitler, 
193R; Ceylon (later known as Sri Lan- 
ka) became an independent slate, 
I94S: sweet rationing ended in 
Britain. 1953; the 5nm&rv Times is- 


sued the first colour supplement in 
Britain. 1961 the world's largest 
hovercraft f 165 tonnes) was launched 
at Cowes. I96S. Today is the Feast 
Ddy of St Andrew Con, ini, bishop; 
St Isidore of Murium. St Joan of "Vhl- 
ois, St John de Britto, St Joseph of 
Leonessa. St Modan. St Nicholas Stu- 
dies, St Phileas, St Remben and St 
Theophilus tbe Penitent. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Mari Griffith, 
“Fond Farewells (i): Redon, Ophe- 
lia among the Ftowm" . 1 pm. 

Tate Gallery: John McCracken talks 
about his work. b30pm. 

British Museum: Andrew Burnett. 
“The HSBC Money Gallery", 
1.15pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: Simone 
Malhews. “French Influence and 
the British avant-garde, 1880-192CT. 
1.10pm. 

Exeter University: Anthony Wragg. 
“The Power of Electrochemistry", 

1 . 10 pm. 

Leicester University: Professor 
Richard Aldridge. “The Conodont 
Story, from microfbssils to macroevo- 
luiiorT. 5.15pm. 

Gresham College, Barnard's Inn 
Hall. London EC1 ; Professor Peter 
Heanessy. “Premiership II: the 
somersaulting; moderniser, Edward 
Heath 1970-74” lpm. 

Luncheons 
Ministry of Defence 
Air Chief Marshal Sir John WQUs, 
Vice-Chief of the Defence Staff, 
was lhe host at a Ministry of Defence 
luncheon held yesterday at Admiralty 
House. London SWi, in honour of 
Ll -Gen Ad van BaoL Vice-Chief of 
the Netherlands Defence Staff 


Dinners 

Locd Mayor of Westminster 
Tbe Lard Mayor of Westminster. Mr 
Robert Davis, and the Lady May- 
oress, Miss Carole Franca were the 
hosts at a dinner held yesterday 
evening at City HaH, London SWI. 
Among those present were: 

Mrs Sjiniha Abouacu. Consul General a/ 
Egypt: Scflor Mono Arum. Ambassador of 
Chflc, ao4 Seflora Anozo; Mr Fouad Ayoub, 
Ambassador of Jordan, and Mrs Ayouh; Dr 
Roy Ctaadcrtofi- Matos. Ambassador of 
Venezuela; Mr Jotm Corbet -S logician. May. 
or of Kensington and Cbehca. and Mrs 
Corbet -Sutjict or: Mr and Mrs Dand G cr rc y : 
Mr and Mrs Nick Lnbu Mr Smnn MiUoiu 
Mr* laialle Nctncih: The Hon Cambric Parr 
Lord Ratio cu Sir Sydney and Lady Samuel, 
son; Miss Ronijod Seville: Mr and Mrs Erie 
H Serai; Dr and Mrs JS. Tbbias. 

Appointments 

Mr David Lbryd, to be Ambassador 
to the Republic of Slovenia. 

Mr David SnoreO, to be Ambassador 
to the Republic of Senegal and 
additionally Ambassador (non- 
res idem j to lhe Republic of Guinea. 
Mr Michael Cook, to be British 
High Commissioner to the Repub- 
lic of Uganda. 

Mm Susan Raskin, to be a district 
judge, on the Western CiicuiL 
Dr George GoMnesc to be Director 
of the Ashmolean Museum, 
Oxford. 

Mr Stephen Oat. lobe Executive Sec- 
retaiy of the Royal Society. ' 

The Duke of Gloucester; lobe Patron 
of the Royal Anthropological 
Institute. 

The Duchess of Gloucester to be Pa- 
tron of the Parkinson’s Disease So- 
ciety ami the Jtoya] School for the 
Blind Sec Ability. 

The Rev Roger Holloway, lo be 
Preacher to Gray’s Inn. 


Decision to order rehearing was not flawed 


Maav* v MacMOho Distribution 
Ltd; Coart of Appeal (Locd Justice 
Hirst, Lord Justice White. Lord 
Justice Sctuemaim) 23 January 1996 

Extended reasons for a major- 
ity decision by an industrial tri- 
bunal whose chairman found 
himself in the minority should 
not be signed by the chairman 
for promulgation until the ma- 
jority lay members had seen 
and approved the text 
The Court of Appeal so rec- 
ommended, when dismissing 
the employee’s appeal against 
the Empktyment Appeal Tri- 
bunal's decision to remit his un- 
fair dismissal complaint for 
rehearing by a differently con- 
stituted industrial tribunal on 
the ground that the chairman 
of the original tribunal, when 
writing reasons for their ma- 
jority decision in the employ- 
ee's favour, had failed to give 
the two lay members sufficient 
opportunity to approve his 
simmaiy of their views. 

Laura Cox QC and Jason Gdbndtii- 
Marten {Nek<m Johnson c£ Hastings, 
Nottingham) for ilv appellant; Philip 

Peed (TbylorJqyiuon Gama ) for the 
respondent. 

Lord Justice Waite said that the 
employee, Mr Maure, com- 
plained against his employers, 
MacMillan Distribution Ltd. 
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that he had been unfairly se- 
lected for redundancy. Hie 
two lay members of tbe indus- 
trial tribunal upheld his com- 
plaint; the chairman did not 
The complaint was upheld and 
the employers appealed. 

Shortly before Lhe matter 
came before (he appeal tri- 
bunal, Mrs Stanbrook, one of 
the two lay members of Lhe in- 
dustrial tribunal, com plaine d in 
a letter to her regions chairman 
that the chair man of the indus- 
trial tribunal, in reducing into 
writing the extended reasons for 
the decision in which he had 
found himself in a minority, had 
failed to provide her and the 
other lay member with a suffi- 


prove, the final version of the 
derision as promulgated. 

The appeal tribunal, chaired 
by Mr Justice Morison, invited 


on the preliminary question 
whether, in view of the doubts 
raised as to the accuracy of the 
written reasons for the decision 
being appealed against, the 
appeal could proceed at all. 

Three options were consid- 
ered: to ignore the complaint 
and proceed on the assumption 
that tbe majority’s derision had 
been accurately summarised: 
to invite the industrial tribunal 


to dear up the doubt themselves 
by ccmfiimation and (if neces- 
sary) elaboration of those rea- 
cient opportunity of approving sons; or to refer the whole claim 
his summary of their reasoning for rehearing by a freshly 
before 'the final text of the constituted industrial tribunal 


decision was promulgated. 

Mrs Stanbrook asserted that 
the tribunal chairman. In draft- 
ing the extended reasons, had 
begun by producing two suc- 
cessive drafts of the majority's 
reasons, both of which they 
had rejected as an incomplete 
ot inaccurate statement of their 
views. They then produced then- 
own draft. Neither of them was 
sent a copy o£ or invited to ap- 


ippeal tribu 
duded, reluctantly, that the 
only way of ensuring justice 
on both sides would be to 
follow the third course, and 
they directed accordingly. The 
employee appealed, contend- 
ing that the proper course 
would have been the second 
alternative, to remit the case 
to the original tribunal , for 
confirmation of theft reasons. 


The employers had-' con- 
tended initially that the appeal 
tribunal should ignore tbe com- 
plaint and proceed with the 
bearing; but, when it became 
plain that the appeal tribunal 
was not to be moved by that 
submission, withdrew their 
opposition to a rehearing. 

It was hot the task of the 
Court of Appeal to deride 
upon the fairest Way out of the 
problem posed by the unfor- 
tunate -turn of events in this, 
case. That was the' .role of the 
Employment Appeal Tribunal, 
the body primarily charged 
with the exercise of that dis- 
cretion. Tbe duty of the CO urt ' 

of Appeal was united to de- 
termining whether dial discre- 
tion had been property and 
lawfully exercised. 

The powerful considerations 
urged on the employee’s behalf 
were matched by no less per- 
suasive arguments on the 
employers’ behalf. 

His Lordship' could see no 
ground for saying that, in re- 
solving finely balanced argu- 
ments in favour of a . fresh, 
hearing of the dainL the appeal 
tribunal fell into any error 
of approach or produced a re-' 
suit which was demonstrably 
wrong. 

RwIMagmth, Barrister 
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Cook finds the right recipe for Europe 


P robably we will stay out in the 

“F P 4? abI y w ^ e «ter 
by 2002. That is how Robin 
vook would like us to read his latest 
comments on British entry to a single 
currency. It sounds like a cautious 
compromise. It is. But don’t knock it 
In the circumstances, the position 
that Labour is gradually carving out for 
nseii on economic and monetary union 
B the most sensible available stance In 

fact* it is the only tenable one; Kenneth 
viance must be wishing he could per- 
suade the Conservative Party to 
endorse it too. 

If monetary union is working welL 
and if the British economy is suffering 
by remaining outside a single currency 
bloc, then the chances are a Labour 
government will sign up to the euro. 
The Labour Party’s door, in other 
words, is hesitantly half-open to the sin- 
gle currency. - 

The Conservatives’ door is half-shut, 
and swinging firmly dosed. We can 
understand the Euro-sceptics’ anxiety. 
Ws would be happier if all this were not 
really happening. The democratic 
threat posed by a single currency, on 
top of the economic uncertainty about 
its effectiveness, both lead us to feel 
profoundly wary. 

But no one is going to wish this thing 
away. That essentially, is what the Con- 
servative campaign team want to do. 
Their weeping lion (the latest Saatchi 
image) suggests a somewhat fairy-tale 


view of the future. The evil-eyed 
wicked witch of the west, otherwise 
known as Tony Blair, is forcing a sin- 
gle currency on his hard-pressed 
munchkins. But the tearful lion accom- 
panied by a brainless scarecrow and a 
heartless tinman are going to bound off 
down the yehcw-brick-road and home 
to safety, far away from those nasty 
Burophile lefties. 

Nonsense. There isn’t anywhere for 
Britain to escape to. Monetary union 
is happening. It will almost certainty 
happen on schedule, since the French 
and German political elites are so 
committed to it 

If it works, and that is still a big if; 
then it is hardly plausible that Britain 

could stay out for ever. Imagine Europe 

in 2010. Inside a large single currency 
Woe are Germany, France, the Benelux 
countries, Austria, Italy, Spain, Scan- 
dinavia, the Czech republic, Hungary... 
the list goes on. Within the huge euro- 
zone, businesses don’t have to bother 
their heads about currency speculation. 
They don’t have to worry that the cash 
they pay their producers with will sud- 
denly rise in value compared to the cash 
they collect from their customers across 
the border, squeezing their profit mar- 
gins beyond their controL Across the 
Channel, however, thing s look rather 
different. Companies have to add to the 
hassle and cost of sending goods across 
the sea to European customers, the 
unpredictability erf currency changes 
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and the higher interest rates that 
Britain would probably suffer. It does 
not take a Toyota chief to work out the 
best place for future investment. And 
the British people, watching the dis- 
parities grow, are likely to opt for a sin- 
gle currency too. 

So Robin Cook is right to say that if 
EMU is successful, a Labour govern- 
ment would find it hard to keep Britain 
out. But he is equally right to prevari- 
cate about going in as part of the first 
wave. 

Consider the timetable. Joining up 
would require some quick think ing, 
quick decision-making, and quick per- 


suading, by a fresh and untested 
Labour government. Parliamentary 
timetables would be entirety clogged up 
by Euro legislation. A new Blair gov- 
ernment would have to risk going to the 
polls in a referendum on a single cur- 
rency, after hardly any rime to make a 
positive case for joining. Although the 
British public may accept the euro if 
they can see it working, they are too 
conservative and too sceptical for a leap 
in the dark. 

Moreover, serious problems with 
the euro remain. The risk of economic 
crisis in Europe under a single currency 
remains considerable. The low interest 


rates currently needed by Germanv 
would be hopelessly inflationary if 
applied to Britain, which came out of 
recession earlier than the Continent. If 
structured badiv, the single currency 
could lead to terrible persistent unem- 
ployment in some pans of the union, 
prcivokinc political tensions that could 
destroy the entire project. Wailing to 
allow further economic convergence - 
and that means real integration of 
European markets, not just similar 
inflation rates and government bor- 
rowing requirements - has a lot to be 
said for it. . 

And then, of course, there is the 
democratic defia’L Signing up blind to 
an economic system which provides 
almost no democratic ^accountabiliiy for 
policy decisions which hare a huge 
impact on people’s lives would be a 
mistake. A British government which 
is not opposed to a single currency in 
principle should be fighting fiercely to 
influence and reform the EMU project 
before taking the plunge. So Mr 
Cook’s position makes sense: accept 
the difficulties of staying out for good, 
point out the reasons for staying out in 
the short term, and keep all options 
open along the way. 

The best aspect of his position, how- 
ever. is that if a Labour government is 
elected, we will have a proper discus- 
sion about the merits of the single cur- 
rency. With the Conservatives in 
power we cannot have that argument. 


because any plausible Tory leader 
would have to suppress the full range 
of views within his or her own party. 
Out of power. Tories would be free to 
give full voice to their views, 
pro-, anti-, and not entirely sure. 

Robin Cook. Gordon Brown and 
Tbnv Blair, and everyone else, would 
have plenty of lime to listen to Mr Por- 
tillo and Mr Garke arguing, while 
finding out (because they might start 
talking to us) what the French and Ger- 
mans are realty up to. 

A game of two 
bureaucracies 

I n rugby, cricket and of course foot- 
ball, the age of the gentleman ama- 
teur is supposed to be over. Welcome 
to the paid pro. But when it comes to 
governing these sports, especially inside 
those committees with international 
reach, we don't match up. That the 
Germans should be nying to stitch up 
the World Cup in 200b says only that 
they arc good at playing the game of 
committees and cronies. Instead of 
moaning, the English should get their 
act together, lobbying here, nobbling 
opponents there. Thai there is intense 
rivaby between FIFA and UEFA makes 
this game all the more open. Let's get 
on and play it. with greater skill. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Scandal of 
unfed NHS 
patients 

Sin Sadly we must support your 
report that many frail older people 
are not getting the food and drink 
which they need while in hospital 
(“NHS patients being left to 
starve”, 3 February). Here are a 
few quotations from many letters 
and phone calls we have received: 

“My father when in hospital told me tfaal 
he bad not ealen for two days because 
food bad been placed out of reach. 
Thereafter I made sore I visited at the 
necessary tunes.'* 

' “When I visited my mother the lady in 
the bed nca to her grabbed my hand and 
said “Stay with me as I am so h ungr y - 
if they see someone here they feed me, 
otherwise they don' V” - . 

“My mother, 92 and very handicapped 
physically and mentally. Unable to turn 
herself over in bed or sit up. After ltmeh, 
day after day, and in the heat wave my 
mother’s cup of tea was left on the toefc- 
er. My mother was also diabetic and fre- 
quently thirsty, ll upset me that she could 
see the drink but was unable to reach 
iL Mentally and physically she was not 
capable of asking for help.” 

The problem is far too. 
widespread to be blamed on the 
shortcomings of particular nurses 
(if indeed feeding patients is still 
their responsibility). There appears 
to be an organisational breakdown, 
with meals now being delivered and 
collected by catering staff, with no 
clear arrangements as to who is 
responsible for helping people who 
are too physically or mentally frail 
to feed themselves, nor sta ffing 
time allowed to give priority to 
helping them. In addition, 
equipment for helping people feed 
themselves is no longer readily ' 
available in wards, but is kept in 
occupational therapy departments 
with forms and sometimes internal 
payments necessary to access it. 

Our organisation is one for 
relatives and friends of older people 
m homes and in the few remaining 
hospital long-stay wards. Hospitals 
are not therefore our prime focus, 
but it is a national disgrace that this 
problem can exist, especially when 
one considers that some of the most 
vulnerable will not have been eating 
properl y bef ore their admission. 
JENNY' STILES 
Director 

The Relatives Association 
London WC1 


The people who 
deny Holocaust 

Sin I am generally against 
censorship, but there are two 
aspects of die Holocaust 
controversy (“Blair may make _ 
denial of Holocaust an offence , 30 
January) which need our attention. 

The first is that not only do 
Haims that such mass atrocities 
never occurred cruelly msult the 
memory of those who died, but the 
millions of bereaved relatives are 
publidy classed as liars. 

The second point is that those 
who champion hatred of whole 
races find support and comfort. 

When researching in the 

Johannesburg public library in the 
1960s, I found that probably the first 
editor of any newspaper of any 
Allied nation to spread theralumny 
against the Holocaust victims was the 
editor of the official newspaper of 
the pro-apartheid Afrikaner 
Nationalist Party. The newspaper 
was Die Thmswier. The date was 
April 1945 -before theEuropean 
war had even ended. ^ The first Nazi 
death camps had recently been 
disewered The editor daimed that 

they were fakes erected and filmed 
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by Hollywood in order to “besmirch’' 
me name of the German people. 

That editor was Dr Hendrik 
Verwoerd, later to become South 
Africa's most racist Prime Minister, 
and the architect of the neo-Nazi 
apartheid polity. 

LEN CLARKE 
Uxbridge, Middlesex 

Sir: I agree with Antony Lerman 
that “criminalising Holocaust 
denial would be a mistake” (article, 
29 January). He cites a number of 
past wars of genocide, but 
overlooks the most recent: Bosnia. 

Throughout the four years of 
Bosnia’s war. the Western media 
persisted in providing roace for the 
uesanddistortkmsoithepro-Seib 
camp of genocide dealers, which 
indudes and Western 

go ver nment officials. Many like 
myself {hiring my stay in Britain, had 
10 put up with such fabrications as 
“Muslims sheffing their own people”, 
“Tbe so-called victims of mass rape 
are malting it all up” and “The Serbs 
are saving Europe from the threat of 

Mamie fundamentalism”. 

Par those of us who have been 

advocating Bosnia’s right to defend 
its very existence, it was tempting to 
demand the erimnuJgation and 
censorship of our opponents. 
Instead, we sought to confront and 
expose their wicked myths. 

If we start denying people then- 
right to free expression, where do 
we draw the line? Why not, for 
example, Salman Rushdie’s The 
Satanic Verses'? 

DRSALAHEZZ 
Faculty of Engineering 
Cain? University 
Egypt 

Sin I have no time for people who 
deny the Holocaust. However, if we 
rely on criminal law to protect us 


from such people we enter on a 
slippery slope. If we justify invoking 
the criminal law on the grounds that 
this is very important, on what leg 
do we stand should we wish to 
oppose an attempt by John Major 
to criminalise the view that 
unemployment has not fallen, or by 
Cardinal winnin g to criminalise the 
view that abortion is not murder? 
Moreover, we cannot be certain of 
any view if we are not free to test iL 
In reaching for the criminal law 
Tony Blair is showing the same fatal 
weakness for compulsion which he 
showed in his Big Issue interview. 
This weakness encourages me to 
believe that be deserves to join 
Margaret Thatcher amongst the 
great enemies of Liberalism. 

Ear! RUSSELL 

Liberal Democrat Social Security 
Spokesman. 

House of Lords 
London SW1 


Telling point 

Sin I note with interest the much- 
heralded visit of our Foreign 
Secretary. Malcolm Rifltind. to 
Sweden to tell the Swedish people 
about his vision of Europe. 

Is this the green light from our - 


secretaries of the other 14 EU 
member states to come to Britain in 
the coming weeks to tell the British 
people about their vision of Europe? 
PAULINE GREEN MEP 
( London North, Lab ) 

Leader, Socialist Group in the 
European Parliament 

Brussels 


Struggle to open 
Whitehall files 

Sin The open government code of 
practice is indeed an important 
initiative which is helping some 
people to prise information out of 
government departments (“Access 
to official papers praised”, 31 
January). But it is not as helpful as it 
should be. 

Ombudsman investigations are 
now taking four times longer to 
complete than originally intended. 
At the code’s launch in 1994. the 
former Ombudsman set a 13-week 
target for dealing with complaints. 
The first year's cases averaged 15 
weeks. 

In 1995 the average investigation 
time doubled to 32 weeks, which the 
Ombudsman attributed partly to the 
complexity of the cases and partly to 
departmental obstructiveness. The 
most recent cases have taken even 
longer, 52 weeks on average, with 
one taking two full years. Even if 
information is ultimately supplied it 
may be too late to be of use. 

For the second time, an 
Ombudsman investigation has been 
hampered by the Government’s 
refusal to allow him to see relevant 
Cabinet committee papers. The 
Ombudsman’s strong powers to see . 
departmental files do not extend to 
these, and the Government recently 
rejected a select committee 
recommendation that they should. 
MAURICE FRANKEL 
Director, 

The Campaign for Freedom of 

Information 

London EC1 


Edwardian 
ladies on skis 

Sin I was surprised to read in 
Stephen Goodwin’s interview' with 
Janet Adam Smith (31 January) 
that ski-ing m the Alps “was 
virtually unknown until the 1920s”. 

My parents joined a ski-ing party 
at Velars in about 1902. It was 
organised by Hemy Lunn. 
accompanied by his schoolboy son 
Arnold I don't "know if the ladies 
had taken ballgowns but they went 
down to dinner in their fur coats. It 
was the first tune that VilJais had 
been opened in the winter and 
there was no double glazing and 
probably not much heating. 

I remember a photograph of my 
parents on their skis, my father in 
Norfolk suit and my mother in long 
Edwardian dress {and a huge hat, of 
course). In those days the 
Norwegian pronunciation of the 
word “ski” was used and my parents 
always talked about “sbee-ing”. 
JOANMEARNS 
Marlborough, Wiltshire 


High policy 

Sin Jonathan Glanoey’s piece 
"Upwardly Mobile” (31 January) 
raises interesting issues about the 
future development of London - in 
particular whether skyscrapers 
such as Sir Norman Foster’s 
proposed Millennium Tower are an 
acceptable way forward 
In opposing this scheme the 
London Planning Achrisory 
Committee (LPAC) is not setting 
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itself against iallbuildingsptr.fr. 
Rather, we argue that development 
should be coni rolled within an 
agreed planning framework, so that 
central London sites are viewed as 
an organic entity rather than as 
piecemeal “opportunities". 

Within such a planning 
framework LPAC believes there is 
a need for sped 6c polity on tall 
buildings, since in the wrong place 
these can be dominant and intrude 
on. rather than contribute to. the 
essential character of the capital. 

Above all. as Mr Glancey rightly 
points out. we urgently need a 
directly elected London-wide 
authority. This is essential not only 
for architectural reasons, but also to 
plan for the social environmental 
I and economic future success of 
Greater London and Londoners. 
Councillor NICKY GAVRON 
London Planning Advisory 
Committee 
London SMI 


Bridleway rage 

Sin May I append to J Howells’s 
concise’eluridarion of the 
legitimate usage of bridleways 
(letter, 2S January) my wish that 
legitimate users be more aware of 
one another’s rights? 

As a cross-country cyclist, I have 
frequent recourse to bridleways. I 
try to be sensitive to other users, 
particularly pedestrians, by 
adopting sensible speeds and giving 
suitable warnings. Unfortunafely. 
many pedestrians seem to feel 1 
have no right to cycle in their 
proximity. I have occasionally 
encountered surprising rudeness 
from apparently well- mannered 
individuals. 

K J McLEAN 
Dorchester 


A nation addicted 
to traffic fumes 

Sin On my return to England after 
years abroad, one thing that struck 
me was the pall of traffic fumes that 
swathed every inner city 1 ventured 
into. The blithe lack of concern 
about this form of pollution I found 
disconcerting. 

Now I have become wiser it 
seems the English actually thrive 
on exhaust fumes. How else can 
one explain the widespread 
aversion among drivers to turning 
off the engines of their stationaiy 
vehicles while visiting cashpoints, 
rifling the contents of the boot or 
accompanying their offspring into 
schools? 

This revelation is not mine alone. 
After reading your article on 
proposed changes to British air 
quality classifications {31 January), I 
realised that the canny Conservative 
government has reached the same 
conclusion. Air containing 150 parts 
per billion oxides of nitrogen is soon 
to be officially described as “very 
good”. Let us hope our foresighted 
ministers have a veto ready to pre- 
empt any contradiction from those 
tiresome Europeans. 

PETER SHAW 
Nottingham 


Keynes the polite 
Alf Garnett 

Sir Further to Diane Coyle' s 
account of the alleged racism of 
John Maynard Keynes (“A 
Keynesian view on race worthy of 
Alf Garnett”. 31 January), I 
happened to be talking to Keynes 
at a pre-war party; in Cambridge. I 
referred to a particularly vicious 
example of Nazi anti-semitism 
which had just taken place. 1 was 
shocked to hear Keynes say: “Anti- 
semitism is saying out loud" what 
people ought "to keep to 
themselves." 

LEONARD Ml ALL 
Tap/on: Buckinghamshire 

Sin Your article describes the 
manuscript in question, Kevnes’s 
essay Population, as unpublished. 

The John Maynard Keynes 
Papers in King's College, 
Cambridge, including this essay, 
were published by Chadwyck- " 
Healey in 1993. on microfilm, and 
have been purchased by libraries 
around the world. 

JOHN RUSSELL 

Chadnyck-Heahy Ltd 
Cambridge 


First-class cold 

Sin Colin Dunn inquires about 
“cold etiquette" {3 1 January). The 
most satisfactory result for all 
concerned would be for him to offer 

to up-grade the young tody's ticket 
to first class. Mr Dunn can than sit 
in a (relatively) germ-free 
environment and the young lady can 
nurse her cold m comfort in what is 
invariably an almost empty carriage. 
JOHN RIDGWAY 
Birmingham 


Fuel for the Sun 

Sir Why not fire nuclear waste, in 
small regular consignments, into 
the Sun? (“New doubt over nuclear 
dump”, I February) Once you've 
compensated for the Earth's 
motion it's downhill all the way. 
And the Sun, which is an enormous 
nuclear furnace easily capable of 
swallowing whole planets, would 
make good tisc of it. 

SDCOSTLER 

Sedgcbcrrow, 

Hereford and Worcester 
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Can Mandela 
halt the flight 
of the whites? 

South Africa’s ruling ANC is desperately trying to 
spread its political appeal but no party or grouping has 
yet bridged the multiracial gap. By Mary Braid 


I t was a breathtaking 
gesture; a tour de force 
in political seduction. 
Yesterday, President 
Nelson Mandela 
handed over the presidency of 
South Africa to Chief Mango- 
suthu Bulhelezi, leader of the 
Zulu Inkalha Freedom Party, 
the African National Con- 
gress's arch-rival. 

The surprise move, ostensi- 
bly in the interests of national 
unity and reconciliation 
between the country's two 
largest predominantly black 
parties, left the troublesome 
Bulhelezi beaming. Before the 
cameras he was uncharacteris- 
tically humble, thanking 
Mandela for the faith he had 
entrusted in hhn, albeit for a 
mere 21 hours while Mandela 
and deputy president Thabo 
Mbcki attended an overseas 
conference. 

The last month has been full 
of political surprises. The brief 
Bulhelezi reign is the latest 
development in a period of 
unprecedented inter-party 
courting in South Africa. In an 
almost orgiastic frenzy, the two 
largest parties, the ANC and 
the National Party, have held 
assignations with almost every 
small party in South Africa. 

The smaller parties have also 
been flirting with each other, 
with remarkable results. The 
Democratic Party (DP), repre- 
senting the interests of white 
business, claims it can now do 
business with the black- 
consciousness, formerly sepa- 
ratist Pan Africanist Congress 
(PAC). The ANC has offered 
the DP a role in government 




and the PAC a seat in cabinet. 

Two yearn before the next 
elections and three years after 
blacks got the vote, it seems 
hard realities have set in for 
both opposition and the ANC. 

The exodus of white profes- 
sionals, which began during the 
violent years of transition, con- 
tinues, fuelled now by soaring 
crime rates. White flight is rob- 
bing the country of its skilled 
workers and professionals. 

In the first nine months of 
1996 nearly 8.000 emigrated 
from South Africa, including 
2.200 professionals and man- 
agers. Although foreign pro- 
fessionals are still choosing to 
settle in South Africa - the 
largest numbers coming from 
the UK - last year only half of 
those who left were replaced. 
Hospitals all over the country 


face a severe shortage of med- 
ical staff. 

In addition, the whites who 
remain are dropping out of the 
political process. A third are 
now categorised as “don’t 
knows, won’t vote". 

“The skilled and professional 
white classes appear to be los- 
ing hope," says Tony Leon, 
leader of the DP, which hasjust 
seven of the 400 parliamentary 
seats but has the might of 
white-owned business behind it. 
Whites are, he says, over- 
whelmed by simple arithmetic 
post-apartheid the minority 
white population (10 per cent) 
feels suffocated by the 80 per 
cent black majority. 

Leon says this calls far a 
change in mind-set, not depres- 
sion. “They have to realise that 
it is not just about numbers 
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The battle to 
forge new 
political 
alliances: 
Mangosuthu 
Buthetezi 
(left) Is 
currently 
standing in 
as President 
at the 
request of 
Nelson 
Mandela. 
Right: The 
National 
Party’s Roeif 
Meyer has 
had a good 
relationship 
with the 
ANC’s Cyril 
Ramaphosa 


but also about influence." 

So far it is the National Party 
- with 82 seats, the second 
largest parliamentary party - 
not the DP, that is bearing the 
brunt of white desertion. Roeif 
Meyer, secretary general of the 
party which stubbornly pro- 
moted apartheid for more than 
40 years, says South Africa only 
has to look to Zimbabwe, its 
northern neighbour, to see the 
future. “There the white 
community has isolated itself 
and withdrawn from politics." 
he says. 

The ANC is in an enviable 
political position. No one 
doubts it will win the 1999 and 
2004 elections. The party cur- 
rently holds 252 parliamentary 
seats against a combined oppo- 
sition of 148. But while the 
while drop-out terrifies the 
traditionally white parties it 
provides no comfort to 
Mandela and the ANC who 
want to hold on to white wealth 
and expertise. 

Hence the president's offer 
two weeks ago of a role in gov- 
ernment for Tony Leon. The 
move may be well-intentioned, 
but political analysts warn that 
profoundly undemocratic dan- 
gers lurk just beneath the 
surface. Pulling into govern- 
ment the DP and the PAC 
(which has criticised the ANC’s 
failure to deliver basic services 
to poor blacks) may mule crit- 



ical voices and stunt the growth 
of a viable opposition. 

The emergence of a real 
rival to the ANC continues to 
preoccupy South Africa. 
Despite fighting talk across the 
entire political spectrum, there 
are few signs of any real threat 
to the ruling party. It is six 
months smee the National Party 
walked out of the ANC-donu- 
nated Government of National 
Unity promising to become a 
vigorous opposition. 


A midst the chintz and lace 
of an Afrikaner 
Koffiebuis Roeif Meyer 
earnestly explains bow his 
National Party is struggling to 
transform itself into a multi- 
racial party. Meyer, who led the 
negotiations for the National 
Party in South Africa’s peace- 
ful political transition in 1994, 
is upbeat but still a worried 
man. There has been no break- 
through in attracting black 
voleis. The party currently con- 
trols just one province, the 
Western Cape, thanks to work- 
ing-class Coloureds: not white 
enough for the past and noL 
black enough for today. 

Meyer's latest controversial 
proposal, made two weeks ago, 
is that the the party disband and 
reform under another name. “A 
name change has to reflect real 
changes in me party and in poli- 
cies," says Meyer who wants to 


go into the next election with a 
name that reflects its African 
heritage and its commitment to 
the continent; a proposal that 
does not exactly thrill the party 
diehards. 

Meyer emphasises the name 
change will achieve nothing if 
the Nats do not attract a sub- 
stantia] black base. “The only 
solution for whites is to build a 
partnership with blacks,” he 
says with some conviction. 

Meyer has only to look 
around the Koffiehuis to spot 
the difficulties with a black- 
white alliance. There is one 
black among the 70 customers. 
The only other Macks are work- 
ing in the kitchen. Meyer, pop- 
ular with some blacks for the 
warm relationship be built up 
with Cyril Ramaphosa, the 
ANC’s outgoing general secre- 
tary, during the 1994 negotia- 
tions, has visited Soweto several 
times. The National Party runs 
an office in the township 
manned by black activists. It has 
not been burnt down yet, be 
says with a smile. But neither 
has it managed to make any 
real impact on 3 per cent black 
support. 

And while Meyer takes the 
occasional beer in Soweto’s 
shebeens, most National sup- 
porters have never visited a 
township or know blacks 
socially. Despite all the changes 
of the last two years South 


it They arc yesterday’s party. 
They should told up their teats- 
and go home." 

Not eveiyone is as sca thing 
But some analysts, like the 


on an internal split in the ANC 
to create real oppo siti on. 

In the past six months the 
first signs of strains within the . 
ANC and with its left-wing 
allies - the Commumst Party 
and the unions - have emerged. . 

Stephen Friedman, of the 
Centre for Policy Studies; says 
of the ANC: “It has held every- 
one together .by being 


- except for the exile period - 
being very tolerant of differ- 
ences. There are dangers now 
it is in government," 


A NC grassroots members 

ZA have complained of 
XjLarrogance!.and authori- 
tarianism among the leader- 
ship. In the Free State, Premier 
Patrick “Terror" Lekoia, one of 
the ANC’s most popular and 
respected figures, was removed 
by the leadership after malting 
corruption allegations against 
local ANC officials. It caused a 
huge public outcry supported 
even by conservative white 
fanners. ANC chiefs were 
accused of riding roughshod 
over local opinion and of bog- 
ging the telephones of activists. 

This weekend Bantu HokK 
misa, a former ANC minster. ! 
recently expelled from the party 
after accusing senior party fig- 
ures. including President 
Mandela, of accepting favours 
from a casino magnate, held a 
rally in support ofa new oppo- 
sition party. Hundreds of ANC 
members ignored a warning 
that attendance could cost 
them party membership. 

But Holomisa faces an uphill 
task. Despite support from a 
few other ANC “populists" - 
like Mandela’s ex-wife Winnie 
who has reclaimed the chair- 
manship of the ANC Women's ■ 
Committee since her own cast- 
ing-out - Holomisa has discov- 
ered how cold it can be outside 
the party. 

Analysts believe the best, 
hope for real opposition lies in 
the spread of voter alienation: 
beyond whites. Opinion polls 
show that this at least is some- - 
thing whites and blacks are ., 
beginning to share. 

It is the remoteness of politi- ' 
dans tfrat is spreading disaf- . 
fectiou. The electoral system; . 
adopted in 1994 is not con- 
stituency-based. And although 
the ANC talks of changes, the 
current system - where the 
party and not an individual is 
elected - allows it enormous - 
power of patronage. 

But given the present racial 
deadlock, the courting of the 
parties seems destined to con- 
tinue; the smaller parties are . 
empowered by the ANC's 
desire to keep whites - and 
more radical blacks - on board, 
and occasionally torment the 
ANC by feigning interest in 
other liaisons. 

Buthelezi's surprise appoint- 
ment was rumoured to be pardy 
motivated by the ANC's desire 
to ensure that his Inkatha Free- 
dom Party’s recent talks with 
the National Party came to 
nothing. 


Africa remains firmly tnissed- 
up in its racial straightjacket. 

It is this continuing racial 
rigidity which ensures a name 
change will not help Meyer 
“one iota", according to 
Professor Laurie Schlemmer, of 
the Centre for Policy Studies. 

For many the idea of a multi- 
' racMoppositian led by the NP 
was always ludicrous. “It would 
be like putting King Herod in 
charge of a criiche," says Tony 
Leon. But Schlemmer says the 
weight of the National Party's 
apartheid baggage is exagger- 
ated. The NP is failing to attract 
blacks because it has no grass- 
roots networks in black areas, 
and partnerships are impossible 
when there is so little social 
interaction between blacks and 
whites. “Before you can get real 
political integration you need 
social integration,” he says. 

Tolook to existing parties for 
a viable opposition is pointless 
according to Pallo Jordan, envi- 
ronment minister and one of 
the ANC’s prominent thinkers. 

He laughs.ai the notion of 
the National Party addressing 
issues affecting poor blacks 
while it continues to champion 
bills to save the Afrikaans- 
language schools. 

“Have they campaigned on 
clean water or electricity?” he 
asks. "No, because the only 
whites who don’t have electric- 
ity are hippies who don't want 


There’s a Welshman in the waterworks 


I am glad to welcome back 
once more Dr Rudolf 
Reinhardt, the expert on 
bathroom science, who will 
answer all your questions 
about the strange scientific 
phenomena which occur only 
in bathrooms and nowhere 
else. All yours. Doctor! 

Con you tell me why the 
bottom of our feet sometimes 
stick to die bath when, for 
instance. He are ha\ing a 
shower. / have occasionally 
nearly fallen headlong through 
not realising that I couldn ' t 
easily lift my foot from the 
enamel! 

Dr Rudolf Reinhardt 
writes: Oddly enough, this is 
a relic of our primitive days 
as humcr/gathercr/ fisher- 
men. Our forebears used to 
spend hours motionless on 
the rocks with spear aloft, 
waiting to skewer a passing 
fish, and their balance was 
considerably helped by the 
ability of the feet to exert a 
gentle suction effect on the 
stone surface. Some of us 
still retain this ability m the 
bath. 

Speaking as a man who still 
enjoys the good old-fashioned 
wet shm-e, with brush and 
shaving block, I often wonder 
why we bother to put so mttch 


foam on our faces. It is only 
Ore foam which is in contact 
with the skin which has any 
effect on it, so we might as 
well forget the rest It would 
make more sense just to dm w 
a thin layer of foam across the 
face and then shave it off. But 
we don V. We insist on creating 
a huge bundle of foam, ending 
up looking like Father 
Christmas, which all has to be 
remowd and which drags out 
the sha\ing process no end. 

Wit y do we do it? 

Dr Rudolf Reinhardt 
writes: Oddly enough, this is 
a throw-back to the time 
when beards were the rule 
not the exception. As far as 
we can make out, primitive 
man used to shave once a 
year, that is, when the beard 
was getting too matted and 
unruly, and when he wanted 
to start all over again. So 
every time be shaved, he 
shaved the whole beard off. 
Our modern shaving 
technique is an echo of that - 
the modern fateful of foam 
is a replica of the whole 
beard and it gives us a 
feeling we are again 
removing the whole beard! 

1 bu know when you turn on 
a hot tap in a bath or basin 
and it runs cold fora while 



Miles 

Kington 

then starts running hot? Hell, I 
can always tell when it is 
changing from cold to hot 
because the sound changes - 
there is definitely a different 
noise made by cold water from 
the noise made by hot. But 
why does tunning hot water 
sound different from cold ? 

Dr Rudolf Reinhardt 
writes: Oddly enough, there 
is no difference in the actual 
sound of water - there is 
only a difference in the way 
we hear it. One of the 
primitive attributes of man 
was an ability to hear better 
in cold conditions, when 


danger was more acute, and 
a gradual shutting down of 
the hearing faculty in hotter, 
safer conditions. So it is the 
actual change of the 
temperature of the water, 
which warms the air in the 
room and therefore affects 
the way you hear tilings. noL 
any change in the noise. 

Why does bathroom soap so 
often g/et veined with black 
Ibies of dirt, ingrained in it 
like, well, like black lines of 
dirt ? 

Dr Rudolf Reinhardt 
writes: Oddly enough, this 
goes back to the time when 
the only way we could clean 
ourselves was by rubbing 
ourselves with rock (as we 
still do with pumice stone ). 
and soap ingrained with dirt 
is very reminiscent of a 
smooth piece of rock. We 
don’t think of dirty soap as 
dirty soap but, rather 
comfortingly, as a large 
veined pebble - the atavistic 
memory of cleaning 
ourselves with rock prevents 
us from cleaning the dirt out 
of the soap. 

I have been given a present 
by a relative who hasjust 
returned from Japan and 
which I am told is very good 
far you. It looks like a slightly 


rough flannel and is used to 
rub yourself after a bath or 
shower in order to get rid of ah 
the dead skin which flakes off 
in daily life. Do you 
recommend this from a 
scientific point of view ? 

Dr Rudolf Reinhardt . 
writes: In theory, yes. Oddly 
enough, however, I should 
point out that after . 
generations of rubbing away 
at themselves, the Japanese 
are now on average smaller 
than most people. 

Why have so many of die 
recent crop of Irish comedians 
got Welsh names? Sean 
HUGHES, for instance. And 
DYLAN Moran. AndARDAL 
O’Hanlon sounds a bit like 
ARWEL Thomas 

Dr Rudolf Reinhardt 
writes: What on earth has 
this got to do with' bathroom 
science ? 

Nothing. Pm just fed up 
with all this pseitdo- 
palaeantology bathroom stuff, 
so Tm trying to change die 
subject. 

Dr Rudolf Reinhardt 
writes: W;D, you’re on your 
own, mate 1 

Dr Rudolf Reinhardt will be 
back again someday if he is 
not too offended by that last 
questioner. 
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Obstacles on the 
road to stopping 
another Drumeree 


I ;t isn’t every day that a 

report commissioned by 

the British PrWPrriTnpnt 


^;ihe British government 

S ts Louis MacNeice. 

us Heaney and - with 
stunning appropriateness, 
given that the subject is North- 
ern Ireland - a remark by 
Rabindranath -Tagore to tbe 
effect, that leadership in a 
diverse society is weak and 
bannfiU if it based on consoli- 
dating differences. But then the 
report of the Independent 
Review of Parades and Dai 

Marches is an unusual * . 

document. JVtQjCfi 

It was set up under the vice- 
chancellor of Oxford Univer- 
sity* Dr Peter North, last A 
August in the shattering after- pic 

m at h of the events at Drun> 
cree. In proposing a powerful COIQX1 
new. commission which would 
adjudicate over disputed march /m y^j-ir 
routes, it has sought to do '-LI*, 

something limited and practi- 
cal but none the less ambitious; im 

to avoid a repeat of last year's 
catastrophe. Then, the Orange Tfmt 

Order, by sheer force of mnn- x UUL 

bets, persuaded the RUC to vr ■ i 

reverse its r uling against a INOil 

march down the Catholic 
Garvagby Road in Portadown. jvp 

The aim for North was to 
restore some of the faith in the lrvrvlro 
British state which drained IvlUJio 
away from, the nationalist 
minority - middle-class apolit- CfiGdX 

ical Catholics included -imme- ~ w 

diately after that decision. 

ft was a carefully balanced 
review. David Trimble, the Ulster Unionist 
leader, claimed in the Commons last Thurs- 
day to be "amazed” that there was no refer- 
ence in the report to the IRA or Sinn Fein or 
"to .those elements that are associated with 
them which have used the occasions to foment 
serious public disorder ...” He was taking a 
liberty with the facts. The innuendo that 
Dr. North and his team were innocents abroad, 
unaware of protestant insecurity or Sinn Fein 
intimidation, simply doesn't w ash. The report 
explicitly points out that "Unionist experience 
of suffering at the hands of the Provisional 
TRA ... [has] played a large part in the wide- 
spread sense of anger felt by members of the 
Loyal Orders against the residents’ groups 
which opposeparades.” It notes that many res- 
idents’ associations are indeed single-issue 
groups set up since the ceasefire; it even 
favourably contrasts some of these with tbe 
Ardoyne residents group, set up in 1973 and 
with a constitution requiring a member from 
each street on its committee. Furthermore, it 
proposes, as its first principle, that the “right 
to peaceful free assembly should (with certain 
qualifications) be protected”. What the report 
also does, however, is accept the pain and fear 
inflicted by a minority of the Orange parades 
on ordinary Catholics - and that the exercise 
of chat right should "take account of the likely 
effect on their relationships with other parts 
of the community ...” 

. The Unionists are on weak ground in oppos- 
ing- this stipulation, which is perhaps why 
Mr Trimble didn’t overtly try to do so in the 
Commons. It’s not as if North can be said to 
be part of some covert shuffle towards a united 
Ireland. The Unionists have claimed that 
because under Margaret Thatcher's Anglo- 
Irish agreement, Dublin has a right to nomi- 
nate members of public bodies in Northern 
Ireland, it will help to determine the compo- 
sition of the commission. But the appointments 
re main firmly in the hands of the British Sec- 
retary of State, and anyway the Irish govern- 
ment has already indicated that it would not 
even nominate to the commission. In fact 
North is settlement-neutral; it seeks instead to 
inject an element of the mutual respect 
between the two traditions in Northern Ireland 
which every serious politician insists, at least 



Donald 

Matinlyre 

A planned 
commission 
on disputed 
march 
routes in 
Northern 
Ireland 
looks set for 
deadlock 


the commentators 


Scaring mothers? It’s 
Panorama’s bit of fun 


in public, is necessary whatever 
its future. And each failure of 
the constitutional process, like 
the Government's refusal to 
commit itself to the most fun- 
damental recommendation of 
North, threatens to strengthen 
the standing of Sinn Fein in 
nationalist areas at the ex pe nse 
of the SDLP. 

It now looks as if Sr Patrick 
Mayhew, the Northern Ireland 
Secretary, faced witb what 
i) could be the last important 

KZulr decision of his political career, 

W fonv * ceen to mo ' e more ded- 

fuiyrv siveiy and faster than he was 

allowed to do. The pro-Unkm- 
ist Lord Cranborne-Michael 
TlTlpH Howard axis on the Cabinet's 

“‘ LlAC ' x Northern Ireland Committee 

were appansitiy doubtful about 
LloolOri handing over the role of adju- 
dicating on marches to a new 
T)Uted oonmusskm. The Ulster Unkxi- 

^ ist leadership did nothing to 

dispel ministerial fears that 
LC II immediate legislation on North 

. might just tempt the party to 

BS lH vole tire potentially fatal 
no-confidence motion that 
l'tovn Labour wiD certainly consider 

uJsSL II tabling in the event of a Tbry 

j defeat in the Wirra! by-election. 

3Tlf j For a mix of these reasons, 

therefore, the Government 
spj- ■jvvw deckled not to commit itself on 

aCli ihe clear North recommenda- 

II -I tkm that the commission should 

LLOCK have powers to adjudicate, if 

necessary, on whether a parade 
should go ahead. Once the 
Government had decided to 
“consult” for eight weeks on a report wthch was 
itself the product of exhaustive consultation. 
Sir Patrick privately made unusually strenuous 
efforts to preserve Labour's support. And 
Labour was faced with an unenviable decision; 
Mo Mowlam did indeed urge Sir Patrick to 
move quickly last week. But by attacking the 
Government outright, as the liberal Democ- 
rats honourably did, it might have at once alien- 
ated the Ulster Unionists, jeopardised the 
extremely fragile talks process, and given the 
Conservative Party a convenient excuse to end 
bi partisans hip in opposition after the election, 
all without seeing a c ommissi on in place for 
the marching season. 

Labour now can only press Sir Patrick - and 
Ms Mowlam will be meeting him soon - to 
move as quickly as possible in appointing the 
co mmissi on so that an incoming government 
can legislate immediately to give it the pow- 
ers North wants. But the portents are not good. 

If the general election isn’t until 1 May, the . 
sharply adversarial climate generated by the 
local authority elections in Northern Ireland 
three weeks later could make immediate leg- 
islation difficult even if Labour wins. It would 
be a brave politician who would make Drum- 
cree 1997 the first critical decision for the new 
commission, without it being tested earlier in 
the marching season. Tbe threat that would 
confront an incoming Labour government 
could yet be a repeat of last summer’s events. 

And the report is eloquently factual on the 
trail of devastation left by Drumeree. You can 
only measure the financial costs; but those 
numbers themselves testify to the human suf- 
fering that underlies them: £10m in police over- 
time; £23 m in criminal damage da im^ £4 Am 
shortfall in the Northern Ireland Housing 
Executive costs of purchas in g houses "which 
the occupants have been obliged to leave fol- 
lowing the tensions of the summer” and a 
“dramatic” increase in the number of families 
homeless as a result of intimidation. At the 
weekend Dr Mowlam tried to give an incom- 
ing Labour government, if there is one, a little 
more leeway in the peace process, by appear- 
ing to hint in an interview with tbe Dublin Sun- 
day Tribune that it might impose slightly less 
prohibitive conditions on Sinn Fein entering 
all-party talks . But the problems are piling up. 


P uzzlement -to put it 

politely - greeted 

the social survey on 
which Panorama 
based last night's 
programme “Missing Mum” 
(working title, perhaps, “I 
Blame the Mothers”). The pro- 
gramme used an unpublished 
survey by Professor Margaret 
O'Brien of the University of 
North London, which purports 
to prove that full-time working 
mothers damage their c hildr en. 

Replete with emotive scenes, 
the programme showed how 
much worse children of full- 
time working mothers do in 
exams. Tbe research was based 
on a study of 600 two-parent 
families in Barking and Dagen- 
ham, a largely white community 
with mothers working mainly in 
lower clerical grades. But soda! 
scientists were puzzled by find- 
ings that contradict so many 
studies in Britain and America. 

Several were surprised that a 
whole Panorama was largely 
based on research that is not yet 
published, has not yet been 
submitted to a reputable jour- 
nal of social research or sub- 
jected to the usual rigorous 
peer review process. (The pro- 
gramme also drew on a small 
Californian study of 100 
families.) 

Panorama’s press release 
hyped the research to guaran- 
tee it widespread newspaper 
coverage; “Women who juggle 
a full-time job with mother- 
hood may jeopardise their chil- 
dren’s future/ It claimed 25 per 
cent of the children of women 
with foil-time jobs gained no 
GCSEs, while only 11 per cent 
of children from famili es where 
mothers work only part-time 
gamed no qualifications. Fasci- 
nating and frightening find- 
ings, especially for the 21 per 
cent of us guilty mothers who 
do work full time. 

However, there was some- 
thing not quite right about that 
press release. It gave figures for 
part-time and full-time moth- 
ers, but what of the children of 
stay-at-home mothers? Surely 
they must do best of all? Tbe 
press release did not mention 
them at all, which was odd. 
Even odder, when I acquired 
the programme script, it dad not 
mention them until page 21 of 
its 25 pages - and then only in 
a brief graphic. Why? Because 
the children of stay-at-home 
non-working mothers do worst 
of all. The script rapidly dis- 
misses this by saying they are 
poorer famines. Ah, so it is 
more complicated, perhaps, 
than Panorama suggests? 

Of course it is. No study of 
human behaviour is ever simple 
- and if it looks ample it is usu- 
ally fatally flawed There are so 
many variables, so many subtle 
causations. This is unpublished 
work, unscrutinised by other 
professional sociologies and 
u nfini shed, as its author, flus- 
tered by all the alarmist head- 
lines, hastened to emphasise 
yesterday. So we can only here 
ask all the questions Professor 
O’Brien's peers would ask 
before it was published in a rep- 
utable journal. 

This is a survey of higher 
manual and lower clerical grade 


by Polly Toynbee 
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Working women have always suffered from 
flawed and facile attacks on them 


women Irving in Barking and 
Dagenham. How can you 
extrapolate the experiences of 
these families and apply them 
to, say, affluent families with 
access to the best nurseries, 
nannies, or indeed a boarding 
school like Eton? Of course the 
programme did - showing an 
anxious very successful business 
woman who had now gone back 
to part-time working, to be 
with her children. (Oddly 
enough, this very same mother 
must be something of a pro- 
fessional BBC interviewee as a 
typical middle dass mum: when 
I worked there 1 once inter- 
viewed the very same woman 
for a BBC item about child 
benefit) If maternal absence is 
tbe most vital factor, wouldn't 
boarding school children do 
worst? If, on the other hand, 
maternal absence is only one of 
many indicators of success and 
failure, are you measuring the 
right thing? 

Many studies show that high 
quality early nursery education 
is a key indicator of later aca- 
demic success. Indeed yester- 
day the Institute of Child 
Health stressed its own 
research showing thaL children 
from good day-care do best of 


all. Does Professor O’Brien 
know anything about what day- 
care these children had when 
they were young? No. she 
admitted to me, she does not. 
She has studied them only 
between the ages of 14 and 16. 
She cannot sub-divide those 
who had good care from those 
who had bad: it might show that 
quality of care, not hours with 
mother is more significant. 

Does she know bow much 
time fathers spent with these 
children? (They are all two-par- 
ent families.) No, she sayS, she 
does noL Does she have a com- 
parison of the total family 
income of both the part-time 
and tbe full-time working 
mother families? No. she says 
she does not In fact, there are 
so many more questions to ask, 
you can add in your own here. 

If you would like to consider 
tbe complexity of such surveys, 
take the work being done by 
Charlie Lewis, of the University 
of Lancaster, a previous co- 
author with Professor O'Brien. 
Investigating all the available 
studies, he found that paternal 
absence has a devastating effect 
on families. Children did worse 
in all respects. But once be cor- 
rected for the poverty effect of 


the absence of a father, he 
found, to his suiprise. that the 
differences between families 
with and without a father 
diminished to a level below 
statistical significance. 

Or take the work of Kathleen 
Kieraan of the LSE. who stud- 
ies the huge National Child 
Development Study - a cohort 
of all the children born in one 
week in 1958. This survey has 
all the data on the families from 
birth. Kieman finds where 
mothers are working when a 
child is 16. daughters do con- 
siderably betier” ind sons quite 
a lot better than where moth- 
ers are not working at all - and 
this is true of both lone-parent 
and two-parent families. 


Europe is Britain’s business 


WASjS<99^«r 

SALE PRICE! ! 

£ 439llmj j 




A quick glance at any map of the 
world shows that Britain 
belongs in Europe. And a quick 
glance at our trade figures shows why 
we should be glad of this geographi- 
cal accident. British business benefits 
greatly from our membership of the 
European Union. Around 60 per cent 
of our visible exports are already to 
our European partners. 

We sell more goods to Germany 
than to the United States or Japan, 
more to the Netherlands than aB the 


tf The single market gives our firms 
arrpoi to more than 3/0 million con- 
sumers in the European Union, with 
massive new markets on the horizon 
thro ugh enlargement. Tfaeiye coun- 
tries .are keen to join; bringing fa 
another 100 million people. It b a sur- 
prise that there are some people in the 
i UK who have any doubts about our 

^ButartrSdy the EU’s GDP of 
£5350bn makes it a bigger trade bloc 
thanNafta, its North American coun- 
terpart. It is a larger integrated econ- 
omy than the US and contains five of 
the world's richest countries. For 
British businesses today, this is not for- 
eign territory. This is our home 
market. ; 

Being a major partner .m this pow- 
erful trading bloc gives us clout in the 
world. Together with our partners, we 
. have much greater influence on global 
! trade taiim and negotiations to shape 
the world economy than we ever could 
standing alone. It allows us to argue 


The Government’s 
chilly attitude to 
the EU is making 
companies such as 
Toyota think twice 
about investing in 
Britain. That’s 
why, says 
Christopher 
Mackenzie, 
businessmen like 
him are looking 
forward to a 
Labour victory 


for improvements to benefit all our 
forms and businesses. 

This massive market is the princi- 
pal reason wlty Britam h^ proved such 
a powerful magnet for inward invest- 
ment, investment which we all agree 
is vital to our future prosperity. 

You don’t need to worry about tbe 
nuances of translation of Tbyota pres- 
ident Hiroshi Okuda’s remarks last 
week to get his general meaning. It was 
very dear. It b a threat to jobs. Inward 
investors are unhappy about Britain’s 
increasingly sour relationship with 
our European partners and are wor- 
ried that this relationship is getting 
worse. I share their concerns. 

It is a message which is increasingly 
echoing through many boardrooms fa 
Britain. They know our economic 
future is inextricably tied to Europe, 
and to Europe’s prosperity. Tbwing 
Britain off to the Far East is an alter- 
native only for the fevered imagination 
of the most diehard anti-European- 

They fear foe drift of the Govern- 
ment under the pressure oflbry Euro- 
scepticism. They are deeply worried 
about the growing whispers from Con- 
servative ranks about renegotiation or 
even withdrawal. Those supporting 
foese views are getting bolder by the 
day. 

Divisions in the Tbry ranks were all 
too evident last week when John 
Major was unable to persuade his own 
can didat es to sign up to his European 
policy at the coming election. It sends 
a message to business that foe Euro- 
sceptic wing of the Tbry party is 
already too powerful for Mr Major to ■ 


control. It is a message which rein- 
forces the view that Britain is lacking 
strong leadership at a crucial time for 
our future. It is no wonder that busi- 
ness is concerned about what might 
happen if the Tbries are re-elected. 

These fears contrast to the positive 
message on Europe offered by the 
Labour leader, Tbny Blair. It is a mes- 
sage of constructive partnership which 
is winning many friends in tbe business 
world. 

It does not mean Britain should be 
a pushover in Europe. There are 
tough negotiations ahead. Every citi- 
zen of every EU member country 
expects their government to fight to 
protect and promote their interests. 
Even Tbries must accept that Mr Blair 
will be no pushover. 

But business wants the Government 
to be more positive towards Europe, 
less reluctant and half-hearted, to 
start co-operating with our partners on 
common and shared goals. No matter 
what the present Government says, 
this is not the impression it leaves. This 
damages our relationship with the 
other countries in Europe. It damages 
our chances of gening what we want. 
But it also has a direct impact on 
British firms. 

Ask businessmen and women who 
spend much time on foe Continent 
and they will teD you there is fall-out 
from the constant bickering with 
Europe. The abrasive tenor and tone 
of foe Conservative attitude to Europe 
has meant some British firms have to 
overcome increasing suspicion when 
looking for business abroad. Business 


is competitive enough without our own 
Government putting new obstacles in 
our path. 

Above ail, what British business 
wants is immediate action to complete 
the single market and ensure existing 
rules arc properly enforced. Tony 
Blair's pledge to open up the Euro- 
pean market in gas and electricity, 
telecommunications and financial ser- 
vices is vitally important for British 
jobs. Our firms are well placed to take 
advantage of the opportunities a gen- 
uine single market would bring. 

The Labour leader has made dear 
that this will be a priority for him in 
Europe. I believe that, because of the 
positive approach he intends to take 
to these negotiations, he has a much 
greater chance of making progress 
than any Conservative premier. Mr 
Major or his successor would be con- 
stantly looking over his shoulder to see 
if he could command a majority of his 
own backbenchers, A divided party 
could prevent him acting in the 
national interest. 

It is for this reason that 1 believe this 
country needs a change of govern- 
ment. It is for this reason that 1 
believe a Labour government under 
Tbny Blair offers a brighter future for 
Britain. And it is why I believe aD com- 
panies that trade in the global econ- 
omy. or intend to in the future, will be 
better served by a Labour government 
after the next election. 

The writer is president of GE Capital 
Europe Ltd, a subsidiary of the Genera! 
Electric Company, USA. 
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Blaming the mothers is a 
good populist game - cither 

these hard-working mothers 

or. as in a previous disgraceful 
Panorama, stay-at-home single 
mothers scrounging off the 
state. This programme is deeply 
politically incorrect in an era 
when most mothers work. But 
what if il is just plain incorrect? 

This is not just an academic 
issue. This research will remain 
in the popular imagination for 
a decade or more. People will 
quote it to one another for 
years to come, even if it were to 
he debunked at some later 
dale. It will make many families 
anxious and cause them to 
make wrong choices. I For 
instance, mothers who decide 
to abandon their careers may 
find themselves non-working 
lone parents luicr. and children 
of non-working lone parents do 
far worse than children of sin- 
gle mothers who work.) Moth- 
ers already think they arc to 
blame for their children's char- 
acter defects or failure to ful- 
fill their potential. To be less 
than perfect is. of course, to be 
human and so is having a less 
than ideal mother. How many 
ways can a mother fail her 
child? Too many to count. 

But now step back a pace or 
two and ask this question. Sup- 
posing Professor O’Brien’s 
research is water-iighi, what 
exactly are wc supposed to be 
so worried about? Are wo, as a 
society, worried that some chil- 
dren Have less good opportuni- 
ties than others? Do we worry 
that Life is unfair to some chil- 
dren? If so, just look at the 
chasm that divides the children 
of the middle classes from those 
of the growing wretched under- 
class. Where is the Pamvanui 
blasting the monstrous iniqui- 
ties which cause large numbers 
of children to fail from the day 
they draw breath? 

But that is a boring old story. 
Far more fun to frighten the life 
out of the middle dosses by sug- 
gesting Freddy and Fiona may 
not do so well at school because 
their mother is running British 
Steel (or indeed, like the 
mother who made this pro- 
gramme, staying up all night in 
the edit suite of Panorama). 

Change is frightening and 
there has never been a social 
revolution as profound as 
women's liberation. Where is il 
all heading? There will be 
many more scare stories for a 
couple of generations until we 
get used to women's freedom. 
And often it is the women 
themselves who are most fright- 
ened by what we have done. 
But we have nothing to fear but 
fear itself - and the scarc-mon- 
gerers who whip it up. 
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Institutions 
talk tough 
on ballot 
by Scot Am 


NicCicaitti 


Three UK fund managers with 
thousands of Scottish Amicable 
policies in their investment 
trusts are to meet next week to 
discuss voting down the com- 
pany's plans for a two-stage de- 
mutualisation unless it calls its 
ballot of members. 

The three firms, Scottish VhJ- 
ue Management (SVM), BZW 
and Kleinwort Benson want 
ScotAm to discuss takeover of- 
fers from various bidders, in- 
cluding Abbey National which 
declared its hand last week, be- 
fore putting proposals to a vote. 

Brian Moretta, fund manag- 
er of SVM's Life Offices Op- 
portunities Trust, said yesterday: 
“Abbey National has not got de- 
tailed enough figures to put a 
proper deal on the table. It 
needs more information be- 
fore it can do so. 

“If Scottish Amicable puts its 
proposals forward [before then] 
it is running a very serious dan- 
ger of having them rejected. 
That would put its management 
in a very difficult position." 

Simon White, director at 
Kleinwort Benson Investment 
Funds, said his company would 
look carefully at any ScotAm 
proposals. 

His comments came as the in- 
creasingly embattled ScotAm 
board restated its policy of 
going ahead with easting p lans, 
involving an immediate £75m 
bonus to policy-holders if they 
vote for de-mutualisation. Up 
lo £400m might be available at 
flotation in three to five years. 

Abbey National's deal in- 
volves about £1.4bn, of which at 
least £400m would go to share- 
holders in cash or shares, with 
the rest being paid for the value 
of the underlying life fond. 

Meanwhile, the likelihood 
of other bidders entering the 
race increased as it emerged 
that at least one company, the 


Dutch insurer Fbrtis, has con- 
tacted ScotAm to offer talks. 
Fortis refused to comment. 
ING, the Dutch owner of Bar- 
ings, also refused to comment 
on suggestions that it too con- 
tacted the Scottish company. 

Experts also pointed to Pru- 
dential and NatWest as prepar- 
ing to mount an assault 
Abbey National yesterday 
prepared to step up its takeover 
battle for ScotAm by threaten- 
ing to take the campaign to the 
insurer's 1.1 million' policy- 
holders if a ballot goes ahead. 

Abbey National's tactics in- 
clude a massive media publicity 
blitz, and mailing as many pol- 
icyholders as possible through 
the client lists of independent 
financial advisers. Abbey is also 
prepared to demand ScotAm 
provide it with a full list of pol- 
icy-holders so it can mail them 
details of its offer. 

A spokeswoman said: “We 
are hoping to be able to deal 
with the management there tn 
a friendly way and we hope it 
won't be necessary to do this.” 
Lazard Brothers, Abbey's 
advisers, yesterday wrote for- 
mally to SBC Warburg. Sco- 
tAm’s counterparts, to formally 
table a bid for the company. 

John Nelson, vice-chairman 
at Lazards, said in a letter to 
Jock Birney, his opposite num- 
ber at SBC Warburg, that 
Abbey National's offer was 
"substantially more attractive” 
than his own proposals. 

“Accordingly, we are strongly 
requesting you to defer sending 
your proposals to policyholdeis 
with the Scottish Amicable 
board’s recommendation.” 

A ScotAm spokesman 
replied: “They’re asking for 
privileged access to information 
before policyholders who must 
get that information, see the de- 
tail of what we're offering and 
at that time Abbey can make a 
proper judgement of its offer.” 


BR sells a slice of nostalgia as memorablia shop is bought out by management 
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Sign of the times. Stock (pictured above) from 
BR’s railway memorabilia shop, Collectors' 
Comer, which was sotd off yesterday to its 
management under the rail privatisation 
programme. Hie shop, located near to 
London's Euston station, sells everything from 
locomotive name plates and Insignia to old 
timetables and railwaymen’s pocket watches. 
The shop is part of National Railway Supplies, 


which has been bought by Its management 
and the car parts group, Unipart. The 300 
staff of NRS, which has a turnover of £68m 
and supplies signalling, telecommunications, 
track and other rail products, have been 
Invited to apply for shares at a cost of about 
£400 each. Cliff Webb, who joined NRS as 
managing director five years ago after a 
career m the steel and engineering Industries, 


says the plan is to grow revenues 
substantially, * rather than relying on its 
existing contracts with Rafitrack and the 
railway i n frastructure maintenance 
companies. The management team, which wHI 
own 51 per cent of NRS, beat off competition 
from the US rail equipment firm Harmon 
Vaughan and the facilitis management 
group Serco. Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


MTM’s founder jailed for two years 


Jill Itoanor 


Richard Lines, the founder and 
former chairman of MTM, 
which was once the UK’s sec- 
ond-largest fine chemicals com- 
pany, was jailed for two years 
yesterday for fraud which wiped 
£250m off the company's share 
price in 1992. 

Lines, 60, was also disqualified 
from acting as a company di- 
rector for five years. Thcsnas Bax- 
ter, 45, the former finance 
director, was jailed for six months 
and disqualified from acting as 
a company director for two years. 


Jailing Lines, Judge Grigson 
said at the Old Bailey: “Ambi- 
tion motivated him. not greed, 
but be persistently and delib- 
erately proved to be dishonest" 
The judge told Baxter he had 
failed in his duty. 

Lines, of Great Ayton, Cleve- 
land, set up MTM in 1984 af- 
ter 1 1 years at IC1 and before 
that a 15-year career in the 
Royal Navy. Through MTM 
he made milli ons and in 1991 he 
took home £3m after selling 
shares in the company. He was 
also awarded an OBE. 

The company commissioned 


a book to tell the story of its 
rapid growth for which Sir John 
Harvey-Jones, the former head 
of ICL wrote the foreward. 

MTM was floated on the 
Stock Exchange in 1986 after 
which h made a series of glob- 
al acquisitions to become, by 
1991. the second-largest fine 
chemicals company in the UK 
The two men were convicted 
in December on charges 
brought by the Serious Rand 
Office and North Ybriohire 
Police fraud squad. * * 

Lines was convicted of two of- 
fences of conspiring to account 


falsely and one offence of mak- 
ing misleading, false or decep- 
tive statements. Baxter was 
convicted of one count of con- 
spiracy to aocount falsely and an- 
other of making misleading, 
false or deceptive statements. He 
was acquitted on a further ac- 
count of conspiring to account 
falsely. 

The SFO's investigation be- 
gan after the collapse of MTM’s 
share price in March 1992 from 
226p to as low as 25p. Baxter 
and Lines lied tb analysts r ahd 
investors about foe the tine state 
of the company’s financial 


health just days before it issued 
a profits warning. 

The prosecution also argued 
that Lines took advantage of the 
previously buoyant share price 
to fund the acquisition of Hard- 
wicke Chemicals in 1990 and by 
selling shares after key an- 
nouncements containing false 
information as to the prof- 
itability of the company. 

“Mr Lines’ elaborate 
schemes to falsely enhance the 
company's share price Jed to its 
collapse with a loss of £250m,” 
said Stephen Myers, the SFO 
lawyer in charge of the case. 


Ivory & Sime in bid 
spotlight as chief quits 


Magnus Grimond 


The recent staff turmoil at 
Ivory & Sime. the Edinburgh 
fund management group, came 
to a head yesterday with the 
ousting of managing director 
Colin Hook by Caledonia In- 
vestments, the’ group's largest 
shareholder. 

Mr Hook is being replaced 
immediately hy Sir David Kin- 
luch, deputy chief executive of 
Caledonia." the main invest- 
ment vehicle of the wealthy 
Cayzer family which owns a 29 
per cent slake in Ivory & Sime. 

The shares added 2p to 246p 
on hopes that the move makes 


it more likely that the group will 
become a takeover target. 

Mr Hook was appointed by 
Caledonia two years ago fol- 
lowing its original investment to 
sort out Ivory & Sime after a 
period of staff departures and 
poor investment performance. 
But he quickly invoked the ire 
of many fond managers by re- 
moving them from the board 
and stamping what was said to 
be an autocratic management 
style on the group. 

The rising discontent has 
seen a string of staff departures 
in the last few months, culmi- 
nating in the recent announce- 
ment that a large part of the UK 
equities team was leaving to set 


up on their own. including 
Mark Tyndall, the head of the 
department and John Dodd, 
leader of the smaller companies 
team. 

Sir David, who was until yes- 
terday non-executive chairman, 
said investigations he had in- 
stigated after his increasing 
concern over the defections at 
senior level had all pointed in 
the same direction. 

Mr Hook had done an ex- 
cellent job in the early part of 
his tenure at the group, “but 
people found it difficult to get 
on with him and it affected staff 
morale. I talked to him over the 
weekend and he offered to re- 
sign. which I accepted.” 



Colin Hook: His offer to 
resign was accepted 

He dismissed suggestions 
that there had been a mutiny 
among staff still remaining at 
Ivory & Sime and said Caledo- 
nia had no plans to sell its stake. 


C&W set to pull out of 
German telecom tie-up 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


Cable & Wireless may issue 
legal proceedings against RWE 
and Veba, the two partners in 
its German telecommunications 
alliance. Vebacom, as specula- 
tion increases that the British 
group is to sever its ties with the 
venture. 

The dispute is believed to be 
over documents drawn up when 
RWE, a leading German utility, 
opted to joint Vebacom, switch- 
ing allegiances from its partner- 
ship with British Telecom’s 
German ally, Viag. At the time 
the change was viewed as a coup 


for C&W and Dick Brown, its re- 
cently appointed chief executive. 

However, a source dose to 
C&W said that German and 
English versions of the beads of 
agreement documents differed 

in key respects, leading to a pro- 
tracted wrangle over the terms. 
The three partners have yet to 
sign contracts formally to in- 
dude RWE in Vebacom, 
formed when C&W linked up 
with Veba in 1995. 

The source said: “This is un- 
doubtedly the worst deal the 
company has done so far. It’s cre- 
ated all sorts of problems. For 
the past three weeks CAW’S in- 
put has in effect been put on hold 


while directors consider whether 
to issue legal proceedings.” 

The biggest stumbling block 
was over RWE*s commitment to 
build a large-scale, DM8bn 
(£3 bn) fixed telephones net- 
work. Analysts estimated that if 
C&W left. Vebacom it would not 
have to consolidate £50m of 
losses in its accounts. 

A question mark now hangs 
over Veba’s 10.4 per cent stake 
in C&W, acquired in the original 
Vebacom deal and worth 
£l.lbn. There is a suggestion is 
that Veba could sell the shares 
to Deutsche Telekom, allowing 
C&W to join Deutsche's 
“Global One” alliance. 




with 

Bank 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 



Mixed signals on the economy 
ret foe scene for a further clash 
between the Chancellor of the 

Exchequer and the Governor of 

the Bank of England at tomor- 
row s monetary meeting; 

M a nufacturi n g ac t ivity btop. 
ced back in January despite the 
recent strength of foe pound, 
and & jump m cash in tireda- 
tion signalled buoyant retail 
spending. On foe other hand, 
more manufacturers were cat- 
ting prices than raising them last 
month, while Halifax reported 
a dip in house prices. 

The CSty expects Kenneth 
Clarke to continue to-reset 
Eddie George's advice to rase 
base rates. Their meeting qqoxs 
aweek ahead of the 
of foe Bark’s quarteity Inflation 
Report, which is likely to canny 
irritation in the Treasury by to- 
asting on the km«r-f — ’ " - * 
ionaiydangers ifthe 
growth is not chi 
tigbtermterest rate 

Mr Clarke has 
sist that there is not 
ference between his views 

Governor's but the 

disagreement has led the fare 


0 







to conclude that politics bas 
overtaken policy. “We expect 
base rates to remain on hojdvb 
til the other side of foe dedka," 
Adam Cole at James Capd sad. 

Bank of England ^rcs im- 
ported a jump of 0.8 pdf cent 
in the amount of cash xn'chcti- 
tation in January, the bigge&me 
since Euro 96 boosted speto&tgl^.' 
in June. The increase bTj)^|K.T’ 
to signal strong cpniuftier 
spending during the iticaA 
even though foe link befaen 
cash and consumer speoifliig 
can be erratic. 

There was evidence d# 
consumer demand is boos&tg 
manufacturing in foe surifcyaf 
purchasing managers'^ 
industry last month, the 
tered Institute of 
and Supply (Cips) reported! 
strong surge in activity crifc 
bined with falling prices. Nei 
orders - both domestic and in 
port - rose faster than the pp 
vious month, but the advance) 
home orders was much bigs 
Output and emptoyment alf 
increased more quiddy.tbeif 
ter showing its biggest jump 
nearly two years. “The pace! 
manufacturing activity is pig 
ing up,” Peter Thomson, q 
rector-general of Cips, said. 

But at foe same time" mo 
manufacturers cut prices da 
raised them, thanks m large pa 
to the effect of foe strong poia 
on import prices. 

A separate measure yesterd 
that wifi allow foe CbanceDori 

gers was news of a smajfdn 
m house prices. The Halifax 
house price index fell 0.6 p 
cent after an unusually big l 
percent increase in Decembc 
Halifax said last month’s 6 
was probably an adjustment fi 
foe previous month. The anno 
rate of house price inflatk 
slowed from 8.4 to 7.1 per cat 
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£154m wiped off Dixons in share sale fall-out 


Nigel Cope 


Shares in Dixons lost more 
than 7 per cent of their value 
yesterday as the fall-out from 
Friday's share sale by Sir Stan- 
ley Kalms. chairman, continued 
and news of fresh “sell” advice 
emerged from a broker. 

The 38p plunge to 479p 
knocked £l54m off ihe com- 
pany's value as investors reacted 
to City talk that Merrill Lynch 
had changed its recommenda- 
tion on the stock from “hold” 


to "reduce”. Merrill Lynch’s ad- 
vice to its clients, which will be 
distributed in the next two days, 
follows the decision by Sir Stan- 
ley to sell a third of his holding 
in the company, raising £5.7m. 
This was just days after be crit- 
icised a broker at Grcig Mid- 
dleton for issuing “sell” advice 
to clients on Dixons shares. 

Sir Stanley had originally 
said that he would complain to 
the Securities and Futures Au- 
thority about the note by Greig 
Middleton’s Tony Cboper. Yes- 


terday the company said it 
would not be pursuing any ac- 
tion. “As far as Dixons is con- 
cerned. this matter is dosed,” 
the company said. 

Mr Cooper also stood firm: 
“We stand by our research note. 
This latest fall in the share 
price is nothing lo do with us. 
It is Stanley Kalms who has 
done the damage." 

Sir Stanley sold 1.1 million 
shares in the company late on 
Friday. No reason was given for 
the sale though it included op- 


tions which had reached then- 
expiry date. “There is always a 
furore when Sir Stanley sells 
shares in Dixons.” a company 
spokesman said. “He did it for 
personal reasons, though I am 
not aware of foe specific cir- 
cumstances.” 

One City analyst said: “It 
docs seem irrational to sell 
shares after attacking some- 
one for advising people to do 
the same thing.” 

According to Greig Middle- 
ton, Dixons' shares are vulner- 


able due to concerns over pos- 
sible interest rate rises, the im- 
plementation of an insurance 
premium tax and estimates that 
the retail sector is nearing foe 
peak of its cycle. Mr Cooper 
said that Dixons would experi- 
ence a slower rate of sales 
growth and higher costs, deliv- 
ering a “series of shocks” to the 
Dixons share price. 

With Dixons shares at their 
lowest point since last summer 
foe City was divided last night 
on its prospects. One analyst 


said h might face a wave of neg- 
ative sentiment as a result of the 
“bad odour” created by Sir 
Stanley’s share saJe. Others 
said the shares looked oversold. 

Dixons shares have been one 
of foe best performing larger 
companies in foe last two years 
rising from 202p in January 1995 
to a high of 586p in October. 

In a circular on 30 January 
Greig Middleton said that with 
some institutions taking profits 
“it wfll take something special 
to re-ignite interest". 
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This notice fa Issued in compliance wrfth the requirements of the 
London Stock Exchange and appears as a matter of record only, it does 
not constitute an offer or an Invitation to subscribe for or purchase 
any securities of Murray VCT 2 PLC 

MURRAY VCT 2 PLC 

(Incorporated in England and Wales 
under the Companies Act 1 985 with registered number 3307069) 

Offer for Subscription of up to 35,000,000 
Ordinary Shares of 25p each at an issue price of 
lOOp per share payable in full on application 

Application has been made for the Ordinary Shares 
to be admitted to the Official List. It is expected that 
admission will become effective, and that dealings in 
the Ordinary Shares on the London Stock Exchange 
will begin on 8 April 1997. . 

Prospectuses relating to Murray VCT 2 pLC may be . 
obtained during normal business hours (Saturdays and ' 
public holidays excepted) from the date of this notice up 
to and including 17 February 1997 by collection only 
from the Company Announcements Office, London Stock 
Exchange, Old Broad Street, London, EC2N 1HP and“-*- 
unrtil 27 March 1997 from: ' . j 


Merrill Lynch International 

20 Farringdon Road, London EC1 M 3NH 

Murray Johnstone Limited 

7 West Nile Street; Glasgow G1 2PX 

Murray Johnstone Limited 

30 Coleman Street, London EC2R SAN 
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‘Can you eat ftingible 
bonds? Are they an 
Italian delicacy and if 
so do they turn 
mouldy if not 
consumed by 
their maturity date?' 


Euro -babble can’t obscure the budget crunch 

rolling siock businesses was sold o£f. As ex- j lure funds prefer to deal with people who | ^SdpUivcsi- 

ecuiives ai Charterhouse, the merchant I also put their iw private cash where Lheir j ^ 


S^S. 0 ” f e SCTamWe 10 quality for eco- 
wnomic and monetajy union would no! be 
^toplete without an incomprehensible con- 
tribution from a bunch of accountants. So 
nere it is, m the words of the Statistical Of- 
nce ol the European Communities in Lux- 
emgjurg or Eurostat for short; 

Eurostat has derided in the case of ftm- 

gioie bonds (bonds which are in 
tranches at different points in time without 
change m the date of payment of the 
coupons) to treat the accrued coupon ro be 
recorded as a short-term liability under the 
heading Accounts receiveable and payable’ 
(code F72 of ESA 79), which does not enter 
wtothe calculation of the debt based in the 
definition of Council regulation 3605/93 ” 

w bat does this mean and, more impor- 
tantly, can you eat fungible bonds? Are they 
an Italian delicacy and if so do they turn 
mouldy if not consumed by their maturity 
date? None of this need detain us. All we 
need to know is that the above formula wiD 
slice 0.18 per cent off France's fiwt deficit 
this year and help the Italians lop an even 
more impressive 0.26 per cent off theirs. 

Thai may not sound very much. Nor, as 
EMU scams go, is it in quite the same 
as Italy’s special Euro-iax or the France Tele- 
com pensions wheeze. But every little bit 
helps when you are used to struggling with 
a deficit to GDP ratio nearer to double fig- 
ures and the m a g ic number that gets you into 
the single currency club is 3 per cent. 

Thai is not ali Eurostat has decided 


although you would need an advanced 
diploma in Euro-babble to get the full pic- 
tore. For those who prefer to sridt to the sub- 
titles, the Belgians have been told they can 
sell off their gold stocks, but only to reduce 
their public debt, not the deficit. Britain, 
meanwhile has been told that it can contin- 
uing selling off assets to the private sector, 
leasing them back and counting the payment 
against its deficit 

Back in the real world, Britain has derided 
it would rather not join the first wave of 
EMU even though it may be the only one 
that qualifies on the basis of its 1997 fiscal 
deficit Meanwhile the Germans, who win 
be there at the start provided the Italians are 
kept out look like missing their growth fore- 
casts by a mile, courtesy of sharply rising 
unemployment Ditto the French. 

Eurostat has done it bit to help out. But 
unless there are further deep budget cuts in 
continental Europe this year, it will not be 
enough. 

Electra clambers 
aboard gnravy train 

A small group of City types is about to 
xVmake a killing and we are nm talking 
about bond market dealers, corporate fi- 
nanciers or utility fat cats. Step forward senior 
directors of Electra Investment Thist, who 
bad the good fortune to be invited aboard 
the gravy train when another of British RaiTs 


bank, proved when they bought a stake in ! mouths arc. 
the Rarterbrook train leasing company, such 
tiny investments can repay themselves 100 
times over. 

The £90,000 of equity put up by the highly 
paid Charterhouse executives' produced 
profits of£I2m- and that ignores a further j at separately. 
£20m bonus that could emerge from a sep- 
arate profit-sharing arrangement with their 
employers. 

Electra has more than 20 per cent of the 


few months, it has recently been forced to 
watch as tvoiy & Sime. its flagship invest- 
ment in Scotland, slowly sinks into the wa- 

I aSSSSSsE ! 2S3S^ga 


the Cape route. If Deutsche Morgan Gren- 
irooflCT happens, it is a question of bal- j fell can be riven in twain by the departure 
an'SjS^^ *cre I of j-« one; star fund manger, udtmpnre a 


come a point ai which financing structures ! much smaller group which loses six senior 
aas more wan JUper cent of the j based on rinv amounts of sweet equitv must j m ontos 0 ** 1 CCt ° r ’ 

equity ina si com,^. ^emboli Leas- j bejtriged^ j Sonia liniments, the 

Cavzers" main investment vehicle, belatedly 


mg, which was bought by its management in 
a deal backed by another venture capitalist. 
Candover. According to Electra Investment 
Trust's annual report, the company has not 
one bin two ways in which Midtael Stoddan, 


its chairman, and senior executives of Elcc- ! acceptability 7 have certainly been passed by 

Port erb rook, where a handful of people, 
including the company's management, 
made lotiery like profits from pin money 
investmcnis'with negligible downside. Per- 
haps the equity is called sweet because so 
much of the profit sticks to the fingers. 


too far, even for a City that is accustomed 

IQ rewards that are disproportionate to the , — — - - . u „,. 

e « lrt> ‘ j moved in to slop the n>U Colrn Hook, the 

With Eversholt, we have vet to see i he ramrod straight Royal Ensinceis man- 
details of the sale. But the boundaries of ! aging director, was asked to F; 


Ira Fleming, the trust's management arm. 
benefit from investments made by their 
funds. 

They are entitled to pan of die profits of 
Electra Private Equity Partners, a fund 
managed by the group which specialises in 
unquoted companies such as Eversholt. 

Under a long-term incentive scheme, 
they also invest personally alongside the 
Electra funds. It seems likely that these 
arrangements include the Eversholt deal. 

This is all standard practice for the ven- 
ture capital industry, which vigorously 
defends it on the grounds that the institu- 
tions that put up most of the money for \vn- 


on his sword, 

and was immediately replaced by the suit- 
ably tartan-sounding Sir David Kinloch. 

Kir- Hook's military training has not 
proved a useful management tool. . U was 
made clear from the start that non-com- 
mission c cl officers were not welcome in the 
Ivory mess when six fund managers were 
summarih" ejected from the hoard soon after 
his arrival. Whether Caledonia has a more 
sensitive touch remains to be seen. But with 
fund management currently flavour of the 
month, even the rusting hulk of Ivmy & Sime 
■tings are not what they used to be for j is likely to be attractive to a predator, 
the Tory-supporting and still extremely ] Despite protestations that its stake Knot tor 
wealthv Cavzer family. Already faring the I sale, a decent offer might be hard for the 
near-cenainty of a Labour government in a ! Cayzers to resist. 


Captain Hook walks 
plank at Ivory & Sime 
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- Computer chief 
♦warns Europe over 
technology deficit 


Jeremy Warner 
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Europe is suffering from a se- 
rious Hedino logy deficit” which 
if not urgently addressed will 
weaken its competitive position 
and put it at the mercy of fast- 
aigrowmg emerging economies, 
FAndrew Grove, president and 
chiex, executive of Intel, the 
world's largest computer chip 
company, warned yesterday. 

Business and political leaders 
were urged to take advantage 
of Europe’s substantial in vest- 
ment in communications in- 
frastructure as a competitive 
tool in toe r^ to globalisation! 
Failure fo adopt arid encourage 
toe use pf PC-based technology 
as a fundamental part of busi- 
ness and education would leave 
future generations of Euro- 
peans with a “technology 
deficit”. 

‘‘There is a growing diver- 
gence in terms of competitive- 
ness! between Europe and the 
restpf the world If youngpeo- 
ple arc entering the workforce 
without these skills you put 


them at a serious disadvan- 
tage. A technology deficit is be- 
ing built up which like a budget 
deficit is very hard to overcome 
once established ” Dr Grove 
claimed 

Speaking at toe World Eco- 
nomic Forum in Davos, 
Switzerland, Dr Grove con- 
ceded .ihat usage of advanced 
computer and communications 
technologies was higher in toe 
UK than on toe Continent. 
However, set against the US it 
was still low. Many emerging 
economies were showing such 
growth in PC and Internet us- 
age that they could soon over- 
take Europe. . 

Dr Grove dtedfighr&shdw- ■ 
mg that PC shipment to Asia, 
Latin America and eastern 
Europe were growing at a modi 
higher rate than two EU coun- 
tries and he predicted that 
computer consumption in 
emerging markets would this 
year overtake that of Europe. 

“In modem business speed is 
the difference between success 
and failure -speed of derision- 
making, speed in meeting cus- 


tomer needs and speed in de- 
livering products when and 
where the market wants them. 

“The data shows that Europe, 
while rich in infrastructure, is 
poor in terms of technology util- 
isation. Over the long lean Eu- 
rope is forecast to lag behind 
emerging markets in deploying 
and nrilmng the new technolo- 
gies,’’ Dr Grove said. 

capita PC consumption in 
the US is twice that of Europe 
and usage of e-mail and the In- 
ternet is 10 times higher. 

Dr Grove said governments 
and businesses should be “very 
concerned” at the findings of a 
recent survey of IT managers 
which showed a poor under- 
standing in Europe of the way 
the Internet was transforming 
the global economy. Even in 
Britain only 30 per cent of IT 
managers were mcorporating 
toe Internet into their fr strate- 
gies. In Gamany.it is just 12 per 
cent while in Fiance the figure 
is a barely credible 6 per cent. 

BtH Gates, head of Microsoft, 
echoed Dr Grove, swing that in 
toe US it was taken for granted 



KPMG boosts 
partner’s pay 
to £770,000 


Roger Trapp 


Urging the laggards; Dr Andrew Grove of Intel warned that unless Europe adopted and 
encouraged PC-based technology for business future generations would be disadvantaged 


that to be effective in business 
you needed to be at the fore- 
frant of technolcy. Thai was not 
yet toe case in Europe. 

“We are only just at toe be- 


ginning of what these tech- 
nologies can do to improve the 
efficiency of business and the 
way people work." 

He predicted that in three 


years every business card would 
carry an e-mail address and fur- 
ther afield portable computers 
would be as common as tele- 
phones. 




Soros speculates on European politics 


Jeremy Warner 


Tge Soros: Plans for a 
tigress of Europe 


He acts like a political leader, 
he qjeaks Eke one, he even looks 
a bit tike one, he certainly pon- 
tificates like one, and to witness 
the way he is courted by jour- 
nalists, businessmen ana some 
real political leaders, too, any- 
one would think he was one. 

But in fact he’s just another 
multi-billionaire who has de- 
cided quite late in life that 
money isn’t everything, that a 


voice on the international stage 
is what it is all about. 

This is George Soros and he’s 
been m his element over the last 
few days at the World Economic 
Forum in Davos, Switzerland. 

Davos is more a conference 
about ideas than action and as 
such is a perfect venue for Mr 
Soros and his proposed cures 
for the world’s many problems. 

His latest obsession is Euro- 
pean Monetaiy Umbo. He host- 
ed a packed press conference an 


h yesterday; the way his pearls 
of wisdom whizzed around the 
world’s news wires in its after- 
raatb anyone would think it was 
Helmut Kohl or Jacques Chirac 
who had just spoken. 

So this is what be thinks. Yes, 
monetary union wfll happen, 
and It wfll happen on time be- 
cause toe political will is there. 
“The train has left toe station 
and, unless it is derailed, h will 
arrive at ils destination,” he said. 

As for Britain, it would be 


very dangerous to stay out on 
a long-term basis because it 
would jeopardise inward in- 
vestment. To go into toe euro 
immediately might also be dan- 
gerous because Britain's econ- 
omy is structurally so different 
from its partners. 

Mr Soros regarded toe euro 
as a flawed construction which 
wfll need further steps to make 
itworic. “You cannot have a com- 
mon currency without a common 
fiscal policy and this issue wfll 


have to be addressed sooner or 
later,” Mr Soros insisted, 

Interestingly, he doesn't hold 
to the fashionable view that 
there would be a collapse in toe 
Italian and Spanish bond 
markets if they were excluded 
in 1999. 

Mr Soros has begun canvass- 
ing business and political leaders 
to support the idea of a “Con- 
gress of Europe" to address toe 
issue of political reform within 
the European Union. 


Colin Shannon, senior partner 
of toe accountancy and man- 
agement consultancy firm 
FG’MG, saw his pay rise 4. 1 per 
cent to £770.50tl-in the year to 
last September, according to fig- 
ures published yesterday. 

The package was made up of 
“executive remuneration" of 
just under £469,000. compared 
with last year's £438,000, for do- 
ing the job of senior partner, un- 
changed pension contributions 
of £125,000 and a slightly lower 
“proprietorship profit” of 
£176372. Though Mr Shannon 
has this month taken over as 
chairman of the 77,000-em- 
ployee, SS.lbn (£5bn)-tuniover 
Internationa] finn, he wfll not be 
paid extra for that. 

One other partner received 
executive remuneration of be- 
tween £375.000 and £400.000 
and five o there received be- 
tween £300,000 and £350,000. 

The firm’s pre-tax profits 
rose from £17.9m to £24m and 
toe average pay package for 
each of toe firm’s 560-odd part- 
ners rose 12 per cent from 
£184.000 to £206,000. This gain 
compares with a rise in gross 
fees of just 6 per cent to £624m. 

The firm said its improved 
profitability had come about 
through improving the ways in 
which it did its work and re- 
ducing infrastructure costs. In 
particular, more professional 
managers had been employed 
to enable professional staff to 
concentrate on earning fees. At 
the same time, toe board of toe 
firm, hcadcu by Mr Sharman, 
had been refocused on setting 
and overseeing strategy rather 
than running the 8^00-strong 
organisation. 

Mr Sharman said; “This has 
been a year of growth combined 
with considerable investment 
for toe UK firm. W? haw taken 
major strides to improve the 


quality and scope of skills our 
people provide and enhance our 
information technology capa- 
bilities." 

He said the current year had 
started well, with earned income 
about 15 per cent ahead. “We 
arc optimistic for toe coming 12 
months." he said. 

Management consulting suf- 
fered a difficult year and, after 
a poor opening period, was 
redirected to capitalise on toe 
changing economic environ- 
ment, Mr Sharman said. But, 
though corporate recovery had 
also been static, other services 
had seen strong growth. 

Corporate finance rose 41 per 
cent to £29m, tax lifted revenues 
9 per cent to £130m and toe au- 
dit and accounting division, re- 
sponsible for 3S4)er cent of fees, 
rose 5 per cent to £25 8m. 

KPMG. which in 1996 led toe 
way for accountancy firms dis- 
closing financial information, 
broke new ground by an- 
nouncing that the results were 
toe first in the sector to be au- 
dited. by middle-tier firm Grant 
Thornton. Though it was 
prompted to publish figures by 
its decision to turn its audit arm 
into a corporate entity in order 
to give itself greater protection 
against huge negligence suits, 
the firm now sees a growing 
trend towards openness. As a 
result, it is proposing to the ac- 
countancy professional bodies 
and toe Accounting Standards 
Board the establishment of 
guidelines for reporting by non- 
corporate bodies. 

The firm, which has picked up 
such audit clients as retail and 
pools group Urtiewoodsand law 
firm Clifford Chance, is taking 
part in an international KPMG 
programme designed to en- 
hance the audit process by 
adding business risk assess- 
ment. performance analysis and 
other features to the statutory’ 
process. 
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Ladhroke finally settled its two- 
year dispute with Sainsbuiy’s 
over the sale ofKsas Homecare 
yesterday. News of the settle- 
ment accompanied an an- 
nouncement by Ladbroke, the 
leisure group, of a £3 Um ac- 
quisition of AR Dennis, a chain 
mf 114 betting shops. 

. T The settlement of the Ifcxas 
Homecare dispute comes nine 
months after toe matter was 
placed in the hands of an ia- 
, dependent arbitrator. Ladbroke 
must now re-pay £93m of the 
original £290m Salisbury’s 
agreed to pay for the D1Y 
chain. The figure' is a blow for 
Sainsbury’s which had hoped to 
recoup £30m-£40m. The two 
sides had been £70m apart - on 
their valuations. “It’s a paltry 
sum. Sainsbuiy’s must be very 
disappointed," one analyst sakL 
The Tfexas deal has clearly 
cast Sainsbuiy’s far more than 
it expected- In addition to the 
dispute over its value, Salis- 
bury's announced a £50m 
provision to oover the additional 
jrosis of converting toe Tfcsas 
fstores to the Saintoury Home- 
base formal last month as part 
of its profits warning an- 
nooncemenL 


Tb cover the costs, Ladbroke 
will include an exceptional 
charge of £15.4m in its ac- 
counts for the year to Decem- 
ber 1996. This covers interest 
due on toe settlement as well as 
other costs relating to toe 
dispute. 

Separately, Ladbroke is 
paying £3L3m cash for AR 
Dennis, a north London-based 
bookmakers which has 114 out- 
lets. The deal gives Ladbroke 
1,925 betting shops and con- 
firms its position as Britain’s 
leading bookmaker ahead of 
William H31 and CbraL 

AR Dennis was founded in 
Stoke Newington in 1935 by 
Alfred “Dick 4 * Dennis. It is 
now run by his son Gordon who, 
at 61, says he would like to 
retire. He said the jackpot win 
of £31-5m would not turn the 
family’s heads or send him out 
buying a string of racehorses. 
“Wfe are an ordinary family 
who.Iead ordinary lives.” 

Christopher Bell, managing 
director of Ladbroke Racing, 
said: Ttis not often that a chain 
of betting shops of toe see and 
quality of AR Dennis comesup 
for sale and we are delighted 
that we have been able to make 
this acquisition.” 
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Apple set 
for radical 
shake-up 


DavM Usbome 

New York 


Apple Computer was believed 
yesterday to be poised to an- 
nounce a radical restructuring 
plan fo an expenses by shedding 


product lines and laying off up 
to one-fifth of its payroll. 

Faced with a continuing slide 
in sales and revenue, Apple was 
expected to detail the new mea- 
sures ahead of its annual share- 
holders’ meeting in Cupertino, 
California, tomorrow. Among 
products that could be ditched 
by Apple is its loss-making 
Newton hand-held computer. 

Thai Apple is being forced to 

take such steps is an indication 
of the problems stiH confronting 
the company and Gilbert Ame- 
lio, its chief executive. Given the 
task of rescuing Apple a year 
ago, Mr Amelio is behind on his 
p rom ised schedule to return the 
company to profitability. 

of i $ffin e ^^i^r t toe first 
quarter ending 27 December, 
which was considerably deeper 
than had been predicted on^ Whll 
Street. The company has said 

that revenues for the year end- 
ing 27 September will be 20 pear 
cent down on the previous year. 


In Brief 


• Leaders of nearly 1 million employees in toe finance industry 

are calling for end fo a system in which company directors allegedly 
profit from toe number of staff they make redundant. An alliance 
made up of 25 unions and staff organisations in banking, insur- 
ance and building societies, wants to break toe link between share 
price and boardroom pay. The Alliance for Finance points out 
that toe announcement of job losses invariably results in a rise 
in share price. A paper produced for an alliance conference on 
13 February says there is a “direct financial incentive for execu- 
tives to reduce their workforce". Barrie Clemen/ 

• Professor Stephen Litttechild, the electricity regulator, suffered 
a rare court defeat after the Court of Appeal ruled unanimously 
that a price formula for Scottish Hydro-Electric, set after a Mono- 
polies and Mergers Commission investigation, should also apply 
to ScottishftFwer. ^ The judgment overturned the previous High Court 
decision late last year. It means bills for ScottrshPower customers 
will fall more gradually in toe year starting in April boosting the 
group’s profits by about £15m. but adding some £5 to average bills. 

• US manufacturing slowed down in January, according to toe 
National Association of Purchasing Managers. Although still above 
50, the dividing line between growth and recession, the index de- 
clined to 52.0 in January. But the prices component rose, and at 
51.4 indicated that more companies were raising than cutting prices. 
Analysts concluded that the survey helped tip toe balance in favour 
of the Federal Reserve leaving interest rates unchanged after its 
Open Market Committee meeting today and tomorrow. 

• The South-east headed the regional league table in 1995 with 
36 per cent of the nation’s output and 31 per cent of the popu- 
lation, according to the Office for National Statistics. National 
GDP amounted to £594bn, or £10,137 for each individual on av- 
erage. Greater London had the highest GDP per head at £12p0Q. 
Outside toe South-east, East Anglia was toe only region to ex- 
ceed the £10,000 mark, with £10,226. By contrast, toe per capita 
level for Wiles was £8,440 and for Northern Ireland it was £8,410. 

• Saga, toe holidays and financial services group for the over 
50s, said it was “actively considering" selling electricity to its 4 
milli on customers. The’ news came as Saga signed a deal with 
Northern Electric to sell gas in trials of domestic competition start- 
ing in toe South of England from next week. 


This advertisement is issued in compliance with the requirements of the London Stock Exchange Limited (the 
'London Stock Exchange’). It does not constitute an offer or form pan of any offer or invitation to any person to 
subscribe for or purchase any securities in Close Brothers Venture Capital Trust FIX i 'the Company'). 

Application has been made to The London Stock Exchange for the 'C Shares, to be rimed pursuant io the Often, 
to be - admitted to the Official List, ft is expected that such admission will become effective and that dealings will 
commence by not later than 4 April 1097 in respect of applications for the 1996/97 tax year and by 9 April 1997 m 
respect of applications for the 1997/98 lax year. 

Close Brothers Venture Capital Trust PLC 

( Incorporated and Registered in England and Wiles So. J 1 42609) 

Offers for Subscription 

of up to 25JMXU)00 *C” Shares 

iff 50 pence each at 100 pence per Share in respect of the 1996/97 tax year 

and 

of np to 15JMQ.OOO 4 C* Shares 

of 50 pence each at 100 pence per Share in respect of the 1997/98 tax year 
payable in ftall on application 

Subject to an overall maximum subscription in respect of both Offers of 25,000.000 *C* Shares 

Sponsored by 

Brewin Dolphin Bell Lawrie Limited 

Share Capital immediately following the Offers, assuming that the overall maxim nm 
subscription is achieved: 


Authorised 

JV*i. of Shares Nominal Value 

34.000.000 £17.000000 

34.00H000 £17.000000 


Ordinary Shares 
'C Shares 


Issued and to be issued JiiUy paid 
No. of Shares Nominal l idue 

24.179.805 £12,089.902 

25.000.000 £12300.000 


The subscription list for the 'C Shares, ali of which are being offered to the public under the Offers, will open at 
10.00 am on 6 February 1997 and may be closed at any time thereafter but in any event not taler than 10.00 am on 
3 April 1997 unless extended prior to that dale. 

A Prospectus (including an Application Form! in relation to the Company has been published and copies will be 
available far collection during normal buttons how for a penal of two business days from the date hereof from 
the Company Announcements Office. The London Stock Exchange. The London Slock Exchange Tower, Capcl 
Court entrance off Bartholomew Lane. London EC2N 1HR and on any weekday (Saturdays excepted! from the 
date hereof up to and including 18 February' 1997 from: 


Bdl Lawrie White & Co (s division 
of Brewin Dolphin Bell Lawrie Limited) 
48 SLVmeem Street 
Glasgow G2 STS 


Close Brothers Investment Limbed 
12 Appoid Street 
London EC2A2AA 


4Fehwy 1997 
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Acquisitive Ladbroke back in the frame as a good bet 


It's been a busy, and on aD fronts sat- 
isfactory. year so far for Ladbroke. 
After years of volatile financial per- 
formance, an ignominious and now 
almost completed retreat from prop- 
erty, and an indifferent long-term per- 
formance for the shares, it looks as 
if the betting to hotels group’s share 

price is set to break out into new ter- 
ritory after its recent strong run. 

Yesterday's brace of announce- 
ments saw the gaming division snap 
up AR Dennis, the 114-strong Lon- 
don betting shop chain, for £3 Um 
and finally settle a dispute with 
Sainsbury over the price at which 
Ladbroke sold the Texas Homccare 
chain to the supermarket group. 

The betting diops deal takes Lad- 
broke to a total of 1,925 outlets, com- 
fortably ahead of its biggest rival, 
William Hill, provides plenty of 
scope to improve Dennis’s below-av- 
erage margins and should be earu- 
ings-enhancing from the word go. 

Importantly it strengthens the 
betting arm into an upswing in the 
operation's fortunes just as the in- 
dustry is getting to grips with the 
problems, mainly caused by the in- 
troduction of the lottery, of 1995. 

Bookies have cut their cost bases 
and introduced a new range of 
products, from betting on the Irish 
lottery to gambling on sports other 
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Ladbroke: at a giance 


Market value: £2.73bn, share price 23Z5p 


Five-year 

record 


P?) 

E^nings per sham 
(pence) ■ 

Dividends per share 
(pence) 


Consensus 

forecast 

92 94 94 95 96 

4.17 427 4.41 3.85 - 


520 51.4 -230 95.4 163 


■ 3.11 1 . 36-265 5.14 10.1 


112 6.0 


Share price pence 

260 

240 

220 .- 

200 'rr 


92 93 94 95 96 97 


than horse racing, that make them 
much more viable, even in the face 
of the new midweek lottery which 
is due to be launched tomorrow. 
Dennis is a good fit for Ladbroke 
with only three shops having to be 
sold to satisfy the OFT. 

Elsewhere, the arbitrators deci- 
sion that Ladbroke should only 
hand back to Sainsbury £9 3m of the 
£290m it was paid for Texas in 1 995 
was a better result than anyone aL 
Ladbroke could have hoped for 


and a great deal worse than the fig- 
ure the supermarket had unwisely 
tipped analysts. That was the most 
important factor in yesterday’s 4p 
share price rise to 233p. 

Possibly of more investment im- 
portance in the short run, however, 
will be the credence given to week- 
end stories that ITT might be con- 
sidering a bid for Ladbroke as part 
of its defence against the recent hos- 
tile tilt from Hilton Hotels Corpo- 
ration, with which Ladbroke recently 


struck a historic alliance. Analysis axe 
sceptical about such a bid emerging 
but point out that, in what s expected 
to be a feisty defence, anything 
from ITT is possible. 

What that doesn’t achieve short 
term, forecasts of profits of £17Qm 
for the year to December 1996 and 
£21 5m this time should do in the 
longer run. 

Achieving those numbers would 
put the shares on a prospective 
price/earnings ratio of 17, not too de- 
manding compared with a growth 
rate in the mid-20 per cent range. 

Deregulation is boosting the bet- 
ting side, hotels are still enjoying a 
strong cyclical upswing and the 
shares remain good value. 

Wassail alights 
on TLG 

TLG's shares have been out of 
favour since a profit warning last 
September, so yesterday's 133p 
jump to 1183p should have been 
met with euphoria by the lighting 
manufacturer. After ah. it is the first 
time for three months that the 
shares have been above the 115p at 
which they were launched in 


November 1994. But executive chair- 
man Hamish Bryce would probably 
rather the price strength had not 
been inspired by the news that Wis- 
sall, the acquisitive congkHnerate led 
by emigres from the Hanson empire, 
had picked up a 4.1 per cent stake. 

The official line from Wassail is 
that this is just a normal investment 
which the group takes from time to 
time in the UK. The group has up 
to £S0m to spare at any one time and 
putting it in the stock market is an 
alternative to parking it in the 
overnight money market. 

Certainly, the investment is al- 
ready showing a tidy profit. Having 
been picked up at 105p a share on 
Friday, the original £7.S6m stake has 
put on £lm in the space of a week- 
end. Meanwhile WassalTs own mar- 
ket value went up £14.6m yesterday 
as its shares added 7_5p to 326p. 

One re la lively benign view is that 
Wassail merely wants to pul the wind 
up the TLG* management which 
bought the group out of the old 
Thorn EMI in 1991. But Wassail 
needs another big purchase having 
now effectively sorted out General 
Cable of the US, picked up for 
£177m in 1994. That business, ex- 
pected to chip in 60 per cent of op- 
erating profits this year, dominates 
the group and a UK acquisition 


would give some balance. Buying 
TLG now would allow VfessaD to cap- 
ture the gain from any upswing in the 
lighting group's currently depressed 
European markets. 

of around 

shares on a forward p/e of 15 look 
well worth holding, with the Wassail 
stake giving some protection from the 
downside. 


Media tiddler 
strides ahead 


The Media Business Group, the 
smallest of three specialist media 
buyers listed on the stock market, 
was floated as a penny stock in 
August 1995, priced at 3p. After 
announcing record figures yesterday 
it reached the dizzy heights of 8p 
before settling bade to 7.5 p. up a 
penny on the day. - 
Profits rose 42 per cent to 
£585,000 in the six months to the end 
of October, including a juicy 
£224, 000 worth erf interest earned on 
its prodigious cash flow. That in- 
crease was struck from a 29 per cent 
rise in sales over the same period in 
1995 to £63m. Earnings per share 


row 33 per cent tftOifip and the 
interim dividend hashecnrajgftdhv . 

17 per cent tti QJBSp. ' ’ ™ - 

TMBGYregem 

dude 

land Mainline 

Eastern National Gas and, sm-tE 
start of the year, Ntoh^ocre^nd- 
Sana’s EuropeahoperafioiB.dan.: 
nel5aiKld^tdtefcwsiohoffaiew : 
territory to- exploit^ afofaocg^he • 
growth of satellite 
sion advertising wjB imtiaBybeSS-. 
expense of terrestrial .icievfctoo‘. 
rather than other media. 

TMBG opened a 
office last September and, vdtiwasir 
still In hang chairman 
executive Alias Rich is 
talking to potential takeover tanefo- 
■ta add research, tefewarkfflgeixL 
market database services 
portfolio. Stockbrokers 
Broe have just been appointed ms 
order to try to interest 
institutional shareholders. ■* 
They were already forces 
0.71m . for the year to -April 
earnings per share of 0.4“ ~ 
they plan to revise upwar 
Daitington, howtiver, has 
modest earnings expectations 
only about OJSplAt between 15 

18 times prospective gammg p 
tighdy held shares look high 
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We’ll go 
on listening 
even when 
you can’t go 
on talking. 


The Samaritans. We' 


Every year at The Samaritans we 
receive over a million totally silent phone 
calls. For whatever reason, the callers can’t 
begin to tell us what’s troubling them. 

Equally, callers who do start may be 
unable to go on — many hang up halfway 
through a conversation, or simply go quiet. 

With all of these callers, though, we 
have one golden rule: we never stop 
listening. We won’t be the ones to 
hang up or say goodbye. 

Our number’s in the phone book, or 
you can call our new national number on 
0345 90 90 90. Every call is confidential. 
Even if you can’t talk we’ll listen. 


go in rough it w 


A Registered Charity funded by voluntary donations. 


http-J/www.compulinkco.uk/'-careware/samaritans/ 


shopping! 
boosts BAA 
profits I 



Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

The boom in airport shopping 
helped boost pre-tax profits at 
BAA, the privatised group 
which runs Heathrow, Gatwkk 
and Slansted, by 6 per cent to 
£397minthe nine months to the 
end of December. 

The figures confirm the 
increasing importance of re- 
tailing to BAA. Cash earned 
from shopping concessions in 
airport terminals surged by 10.9 
per cent over the past nine 
months to £331m. Income from 
properly also increased sub- 
stantially, jumping 8.4 per cent 
to 068m. 

Last summer Sir John Egan, 
BAA’s chief executive, said the 
proportion of revenues ac- 
counted for by retailing had 
grown to 44.4 per cent, 
suggesting shopping could soon 
overtake the core airports 
business as the main cash 
generator. Yesterday’s results 
emphasised this trend, with 
retailing accounting for more 
than 46 per cent of revenues. 

In contrast, the group said 
revenues from its regulated 
airport and traffic charges bad 
climbed by a more modest 53 
per cent to £3 85m. BAA’s 
airports, which also include 
Glasgow, handled 76.6 million 
passengers in the nine months 
to 31 December, a rise of 4.4 per 
■ cent. 

Total revenues increased by 
7.8 pbr cent to £1.064bn, while 
operating profits rose by 9 per 
cent to £425m. BAA shares fell 
6-5p to 5253p. 

Separately, it emerged yes- 
terday that BAA had reduced 
its stake in a consortium set up 
to bid for a role in the privati- 
sation of Australia's airports. 
The group had originally had a 
49 per cent share in the venture, 
Australia Pacific Airports Cor- 
poration (Apac). 

This will now drop to 29 per 


cent in the hope that a mac 
“Australian*’ feel to the gnng 
will have a better chance of 
winning the bidding. So faj 
Apac has put in bids to rca 
airports in Melbourne, Btisbaa 
ana Perth. 

“We have been peisuadet 
that our consortium is man 
likely to succeed with a higfe 
level of Australian eqoift 
However, the bid remains mi 
respects consistent with on 
international strategy, provide 
both the rate of return we sect 
and the opportunity to eqsnc 
our experience of oversea 
airports," a BAA spokfesrasa 




Sir John Egan: Retaining 

of increasing importance 

said yesterday. 

However, BAA was si 
on its biggest current contf 
whether it will fall within 
remit of Labour's plant 
windfall tax on the privati 
utilities. 

In recent weeks BAA 
stepped up its lobbying! 
dearer signals emerged n 
Labour that it would mourn 
tax in its first budget .Pi 
sources have suggested t 
the bill would include blait 
wording covering all J 
“privatised utilities", th« 
BAA insists its operations; 
no longer be inducted in; 
category. 


Gulf set to lif 
offer for Glydt 



Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 

Gulf Canada is expected to 
come back with a bid worth 
about 120p for Clyde Petrole- 
um today, the last trene at which 
it can increase its existing 105p 
offer, which put a £432m price 
tag on the British company. 
Clyde's shares dosed 2p higher 
at 1 1735p last night as the mar- 
ker anticipated a modestly im- 
proved offer. 

Gulf was in last-minute dis- 
cussions with Deutsche Morgan 
Grenfell, its adviser, yesterday 
at which chief executive, JP 
Biyan, is understood to have ar- 
gued against the sort of increase 
that might be required to gain 
the support of some of Clyde’s 
largest shareholders. Some ma- 
jor investors have indicated 
privately that they would be un- 
happy to take less than 135p a 
share for the oil explorer. 

The gap between the institu- 
tions’ expectations and the 
likely reality of Gulfs final of- 


fer sets the scene for two I 
of heavy investor ann-tw 
and opens the door fofg 
sible knockout blow ffj 
white knight It is exped 
be a tense conclusion to 
has been an acrimonious J 
Tomorrow will also sej 
launch a final attack on y 
valuation methodology! 
main plank of its defefif 
been an attempt to pel 
shareholders that a “go® 
cern" value using its prc*| 
cash flow valuation ® 
would put a price tag ol 
company of up to JJSp- i 
Gulf has consistently! 
missed Clyde's numbers M 
sjsted that its own I05p 
a Ml and eenerous one. j 
During tne bid bothag 
gaged independent oithjtg 
consultants to add credjP^ 
their claimSi which lncrsfl 
ly focused on technical!! 
company valuation.- 
Those arguments are a® 

to have split Clyde’s main 9 
holders. 
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Share spotlight 


market report / shares 


Digital side appears to be winning the TY revolution 


spitaji 


The television spectacular 
again dominated the stock 
market with the digital partic- 
ipants getting the star treat- 
ment and the supporting 
players the brash off 

Worries the piemre for the 
provincial TV companies has 
suddenly turned dim and 
blurred sent their shares tum- 
bling. Scottish TV fell 8L5p to 
246p and Ybrfcshire-Tyne Tees 
SOp to l f 10£5p. HTVwas off 
30p at 3Z7.5p and Ulster 14p 
to 161p. 

Cable shares, also seen as 
obvious casualties of the digi- 
tal alliance, continued their re- 
treat. General Cable, Nynex 
and Telemst Cmuramdcathms 
all weakened. 

The market believes the in- 
dependent TV groups, which 
have romped ahead on expec- 
tations of a round of takeovers 
following the industry free- 
for-all, may well be margin- 
alised and in any event have 
lost much of then’ bid appeal. 


Carlton Communications 
led the digital charges with a 
16Jp gain to 575p. Granada 
was nor far behind, up 20p at 
917p, and BSkyB, interim fig- 
ures tomorrow, lOp to 609p. 
Flextecb gained 16p to 715p. 

The TV revolutiou sent rrp- 
ptesof unease through the rest 
of the media section. Mirror 
Group, with nearly 20 per cent 
of Scottish, lost 4.5p to 205p, 
and United News & Media, 
owning 29.9 per cent of HTV, 
fell 31J5pto671p. Pears on gave 
up 22p to 737 3p. 

Scottish and Yorkshire have 
been at the forefront of the bid 
speculation. Granada has 
made no secret of its liking for 
Yorkshire and its chairman, 
Geny Robinson, has described 
an eventual bid as “inevitable”. 
Granada has around 27 per 
cent of Yorkshire with Unite d 
embracing 14 3 per cent 

Dixons, the retailer which 
should have enjoyed the TV ex- 
citement, was uncomfortably 
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subdued, crashing 3Sp to 479g. 
A negative recommendation is 
dne this week from Merrill 
Lynch. Chairman Sir Stanley 
Kahns’ sale of 1 million shares 
and Ins angry reaction to Gieig 
Middleton sell advice con- 
tributed to the damage. 

Pilkiiigton was another to 
crack, off 3 Jp to 145p, just 

above its 12-month low. SBC 
VVaitmrg cut its profit esti- 
mates by £10m to £175m and 
said seU down to 125p. A 
warning about European glass 
prices from St Gobain of 
France prompted the cul 

Tomkins, the buns to guns 
conglomerate, gained Sp to 
285p ahead of an analysts’ vis- 
it to its US operations and Lad- 


brote gained 3Jp to 23Z5jp fol- 
lowing its Texas Homecare 
settlement and hopes of a US 
bid. 

The market had a lacklustre 
session whh New York weak- 
ness lowering Friday’s heady 
temperature. Footsie ended 
18 points o ff at 4. 257.8 and the 
supporting FTSE 250 index lost 
20ip to 4,574.9. 

Drug shares tended to give 
ground although investors are 
pinning their hopes on an an- 
alysts' meeting called by Roche. 

There are indkatxHis the Swiss 
giant is raising fash and some 
expect it to reveal plans io de- 
mocratise its share structure - 
a move which could herald the 
long-awaited takeover strike. 


Cortecs International put on 
9p to 215.5p. Nomura forecasts 
a swing into profits in 1999 ami 
says the shares are worth 420p. 

Share build-ups produced 
the predictable response. Was- 
sail. the conglomerate, has 
acquired 4.1 per cent of TLG. 
the lighting business split from 
what was then Thorn EMI; it 
was enough to send the shares 
13.5p higher to l]&5p al- 
though vVhssall, up 7-5p to 
326p. played down any preda- 
tory intent 

Trace Computers gained 

lOp to 57 .5p as MMT Com- 
puting dedcsed a 3 .27 per cent 

interest Applied Distribution 
reported a takeover approach 
below 62p and its shares fell 
I2p to 50p. 

Hie day’s profit warning 

came from Circle Coanmml- 
calions. a film group, which 
slumped 8IL5p to 120p. 

Biocompatibles lnterna- 
tionaTs merry ramp continued, 
up 75p to l,230p. 


Football companies, in par- 
ticular Chelsea Village, are 
tapping the market for cash. 
Chelsea raised £1-5 in through 
a placing al 140p and Caspian 

(Leeds Utd) pulled in £5.7m 
with a share sale at 42p. 
Chelsea msc S3p to 16L5p and 

■ I.M.Itn 


terials group, was little 
chanced at 130- S P as stock- 
broker Granville Davies fore- 
cast year’s profits of £18m 
(down from £25.8m) but said 
the shares should be held. 

Intereare, the health group, 
added 3.5p to 78pasJohn Sid- 
daD said buy, forecaaingprof- 
its would advance from £2 .2 m 
to this year. 

Enrothenn. the industrial 
controls group, fell 25p to 
4725p. a 12-month low, as wor- 
ries a profit warning is set to 
emerge continued to circu- 
late. The group was the subject 
of an unseemly boardroom 
brawl last year. 


Taking Stock 


0EldHd|e Pope, the family- 
controlled brewery, has still 
to win stock market recogni- 
tion as a pub retailer. Fan- 
mure Gordon says: “EP has 
won its spurs as a retailer 
and this is where its future 
lies." Hie stockbroker fore- 
casts profits of £52Sm this 
year and £6.1m next. The 
shares are 290p. 

□Prdude is a rare stock mar- 
ket creature -an investment 
trust which has won a raptur- 
ous welcome. The shares were 
placed at lOOp last week - 
they rose 18p to 123Jp; the 
warrants, one pren away with 
each five shares, gained lOJp 
to 44p. The trust specialises in 
hi-tech and Mo-tech shares. 

□Shares of Cash Converters 
International, a second-hand 
goods group, trill be listed in 
its native Australia tomorrow 
which could help s en timen t. 
The London price is 23.5p. 
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Ten events that may shake the 
world by the turn of the century 

ifiTl/baL'’ asked my frieod, markets down with iU Not * " 

VY a thoughtful banket much can be- added to the 


VY a thoughtful banket 
over from New York, “are the 
discontinuities - the really big 
surprises that we might face 
over the next three to five 
years?" 

It is an interesting question 
and one far too seldom asked 
by people involved in the 
financial markets, and it 
seemed to me to deserve a bet- 
ter answer than the one I. was 
able to mange over dinner on 
Saturday evening. Financial 
markets always focus on the 
short term, despite the fact that 
anyone buying a long-term . 
government bond is making an 
implicit assumption about 
inflation, interest rates and 
currency movements a gen- 
eradon hence. 

So here are some suggestions 
of possible shocks to the world 
economic system. or if not 
shocks, things which might 
make the first decade of the 
next century very different 
from the last decade of this one. 

One-a switch in the pattern 
of strong and weak currencies. 
For the last 30 years there has 
been general pattern of cur- 
rencies where the dollar, ster- 
ling and Lhe lira tend to fall 
whereas the mark and the yen 
rise. People look now at the re- 
covery of the dollar and pound 
and see this as a temporary 
upward blip on a downward 
general path. But that may be 
wrong. Both the Japanese and 
German economies, for all 
their virtues, appear relatively 
less strong than they did a 
generation ago. while the US 
appears stronger. Within Eu- 
rope, both the UK and Italy 
have improved their relative 
performance, as the graph on 
productivity changes since 1979 - 
would seem to show. So it is at 
least passible that the changes 
in the dollar and sterling are 
long term rather short. Mean- • 
while, the difficulties of the yen 
may persist for some time, 
while the mark may even dis- 
appear if European Monetary 
Union (EMU) happens. 

Two - a collapse of US share 
prices, dragging other equity 


markets down with iL Not 
much can be- added to the 
wealth of literature on this 
subject, except perhaps to say 
(a) that not enough work is be- 
ing done of a “what if?" variety 
to see the sensitivity of the US 
economy to, say. a 30 per cent 
fall in share prices: and (b) that 
the sort of arguments being 
used to justify present prices 
wQJ be familiar to anyone who 
visited Japan in the late 1980s, 
when share prices there were 
shooting up. 

Three - serious social tension 
in continental Europe. So far 
most of the Continent has 
managed to contain social 
pressures, but continued slow 
growth and rising unemploy- 
ment would put very great 
strains on the consensus. A 
discontinuity could take several 
forms - worse riots in France, 
the return of a right-wing na- 
tionalistic government in Ger- 
many, maybe just more strikes 
across the Continent - but the 
end result would be pressure 
not just on things like the plan 
for EMU but on the whole con- 
cept of the European Union. 

Four - might the EU itself 
either break up or be trans- 
formed into something more 
akin to a free-trade association? 
My own view is this sort of out- 
come, if it takes place, is 15 or 
20 years away rather than on 
. the three -to- Eve year timescale. 
But even if one puts EU break- 
up as a low possibility, it ought 
to be on the map. 



Hamish 

McRae 

Russia and 
Eastern Europe 
may become 
the most vibrant 
part of the 
European 
economy. 
Already Poland 
and Hungary are 
growing rapidly 

Five - the coming Russian 
boom. The idea here is that 
Russia and the whole of East- 
ern Europe will become the 
most vibrant pan of the Euro- 
pean economy even if the EU 
does not strike the problems 
catalogued in shocks three and 


four above. Already Poland, 
Hungary and the Czech Re- 
public are growing rapidly by 
Western European standards 
and once take-off is estab- 
lished in Russia the economic 
balance of Europe will shift east 
in a dramatic way. 

Six - a corresponding change 
in the balance of economic 
power in the third time zone. 
Power will shift from early 
leaders, in particular Japan 
but also South Korea, Hong 
Kong and Taiwan. It will move 
to mainland China, Indonesia 
and India. It has long been ap- 
parent that the big population 
countries will tend to gain 
power vis-a-vis the smaller 
ones. Maybe m the next five 
years the pace of change will 
suddenly accelerate. 

Seven - leading on from 
that, really serious disruption 
in Japan. The most likely out- 
come for Japan may weu be a 
long, slow pull out of recession, 
with stagnant living standards 
as the society ages, but it is very 
easy to' outline a worse 
outcome, where economic 
depression was accompanied by 
political upheaval. 

Eight - the next commodity 
price shock. Three years - no, 
three months - before the first 
oil shock in 1973 it would have 
been hardly conceivable that 
the oil price could quadruple 
in a few weeks. A sharp rise in 
commodity prices looks simi- 
larly unlikely at the moment, 
but it would not be difficult to 
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sketch the main scenario which 
would push oil prices sharply 
up: conflict m the Middle East. 
And other scenarios could 
push up the price of other basic 
products including food. 

Nine - a technical advance 
which will transform compet- 
itive advantage. The obvious 
candidate is the transformation 
of telecommunications: the 
sudden plunge in costs that is 
taking place right now. and the 
equally sudden surge in the ca- 
pability of the networked com- 
puter. We still think in terms of 
country competitiveness, and 
all the notes above are framed 
in that language. But maybe the 
language is wrong, as individ- 
uals who earn their livings with 
a computer can base them- 
selves anywhere in the world 
and sell their output instantly 
anywhere in the world too. 
Maybe this technical revolution 
will transform corporations in 
a way which we still cannot see, 
but which will become evident 
over the next five years. 

And 10? That must surely be 
the “R" word. Recession. It is 
almost impossible for anyone to 
see recession coming. You could 
scan everything that has been 
written in the press, or spoken 
by business and political leaders, 
in the run-up to previous 
recessions and see no warnings 
at all that they were aware of 
what was about to hit them. At 
the moment there is widespread 
talk, at least in the US, that the 
business cycle no longer exists. 
But at some stage in the future 
there will be another global re- 
cession. It may be several years 
off; it may be a mild recession; 
it may not be synchronised, so 
some countries may be going 
down while other are still rising. 
But it is going to happen. 
Question: will it happen m our 
time-frame above, the next 
three- to- five years? 

Well, there are 10 ideas of 
possible shocks. Most will not 
happen. Bui there is a powerful 
can for carrying out tne “what 
if?" exercise, if only because a 
shock which has been at least 
partly foreseen is a less dam- 
aging shock when it strikes. 
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Other Spot Rates 

Couitry Sterling Doftar Country Storing 

Argentina 16122 09999 Nigeria T2S7S6 

Austria 186350 05609 Oman 06308 

Brad 16850 10450 Pakistan 648348 

Cbra 133718 82931 Phippses 425190 

Egypt 54870 34051 Portugal 266567 

Friars! 78995 48992 Qatar 58665 

Gnaru 280255 173920 Russa 909232 ! 

Greece 417563 258970 South Africa 73074 

tnda 573189 358700 Tswan 442765 

Kuwait 04876 03025 UAE 5 9 33 2 

Forward rotos quoted high to low are at a dttcouit. subtract from soot raw 
rrte quoted low Id high are at a prerotem. add to spot rate 

•Dollar rates quoted as reoprocata 
For the latest toragn exchange rales cal 0891 <23 3033. 

Cals cost 50p per nwmte (day ratel 45p other nmes 
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Discount 
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Lombard 
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Canada 
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Prime 

475% 

Discount 

75% 

Discount 

500% 

Netherlands 

Denmark 


Advances 

250% 

Discount 

32S% 


Fed Funds 525% 
Soarn 

TO-Oay Ftepo 600% 


Japan 

Discount 050% 
Belgium 

Discount 250% 
Central 300% 

Switzerland 
Discount 100% 

Lombard 4125% 
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Money Market Rates 

tnigM roar 1 1 
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Tourist Rates 

£ Buys £ Buys 

AustrateiDoferti 20370 FrancelFrancs} 

Austria! Schftngsi 179600 Germany (Marks) 

BdgurotFrancst 525600 GraeceflJtaahmefl 

Carewa (Defers) ZX350 Hong Kong (Defers) 

CypruSlFbunds) 07B60 kOaifl(PurX8) 

DeranaiVi Kronen 97900 ttaty(Ua) 

Htfervd|Qdde«) 25530 Japantan) 

FWand(Uarte| 77600 UataflJrfl 


£ Buys £ Buys 

20370 Franceff-rancs} 86000 Net* Zealand (Defers) 23800 
179600 Germany (Marks) 25575 Norway (Kraren 01700 
525600 GreeceflJrachmel 4050000 PortugaltEacucte) 5570000 
2X350 Hong Kong (Defers) T2.X300 Sgaln(PBS«as) 2183000 
07660 ketaidfPirts) Q9em Sweden [Kronor) 715200 

97900 ttaty(Ua) 25450000 SxutfZBttandfFranos) 22150 

25530 Japan /WD 1926S00 Tiakeyftjra} 1788300000 

77600 UataflJrfl 059X3 Urxted StateslDcfera) 15650 


David Redding, chief press 
spokesman at Oftel since 
1984, retired from the tele- 
coms regulator on Friday, and 
by all accounts his leaving 
bash was quite an occasion. 

Guests included Bryan 
Carsberg, former Oftel bead, 
as well as Lhe present incum- 
bent, Don Cruickshank. 

Notably absent, however, 
was Mr Redding's leaving ‘ 
present. He had requested a 
golden labrador, no doubt 
fearing retirement would 
weigh heavily on his mind. A 
pooch would get him out of 
the house at the very least. 

The good news is that Oftel 
is determined to buy such a 
dog for him, but hasn't quite 
got round to it yeL Mr Red- 
ding is on a three-week holi- 
day, giving Oftel time to do 
so. So if you spot Mr Cruick- 
shank banging around Bat- 
tersea Dogs' Home, you'll 
know why. 

Albert Scardino, husband of 
Maijorie Scardino, Pearson's 
recently installed chief execu- 
tive, had a worrying trip to 
Nottingham last week. The 
American-born Mr Scardino 
is leading one of the groups 
bidding for Nottingham For- 
est. He was mortified to dis- 
cover, then, as he was driving 
back from a trip to Notting- 
ham, that he had left his lap- 
top computer and a pile of 
confidential documents on 
the pavement where be had 
parked his car. 

When he got back to Lon- 
don he rang the police, who 
scooted around to the spot he 
described - to find the laptop, 
documents and all, just where 
he had left them on the pave- 
ment. These were returned to 
a mightily relieved Mr Scar- 
dino. But what does it say 
about the citizens of Notting- 
ham? Scrupulously honest - 
or short of sight? 

Eddie George, Governor of 
the Bank of England, is tak- 
ing on the Office of National 
Statistics in a bare- knuckle 
fight for market share in the 
publishing business. 

For years the ONS has 
published a monthly digest 
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Albert Scardino: Found 

Nottingham quite hood free 

called Financial Statistics for 
economists, at a cost of £21 
each or £255 a year, including 
postage and packing. 

Now the Bank is launching 
its own Bank of England Mon- 
etary and Financial Statistics 
at a mere £6 a copy. 

Surely the European Com- 
mission should investigate 
such blatant predatory pricing 
by a State-owned body? 

Charles Stonebill has been 
poached by BZW from Mor- 
gan Stanley to be head of in- 
vestment banking, the second 
big defection from Morgan 
Stanley to the British bank in 
the past three weeks. 

Bob Diamond, head of 
markets at BZW, brought in 
fellow American Neil Cum- 
mins from Morgan Stanley to 
become managing director 
last month. With Mr Stone- 
hill's recruitment, the top 
slots in BZW’s new three-part 
structure, equities, markets 
and investment banking, are 
filled, fulfilling chief executive 
BID Harrison’s vision of how 
the bank should be run. 

The previous head of cor- 
porate finance, Graham Pim- 
lott, is due to become 
director of planning, opera- 
tions and technology for the 
whole Barclays Bank group 
later this month. 

Mr StooehOj, 38, will have 
global responsibility for 
BZW’s corporate finance and 
structured finance operations. 

After reading History at Ox- 
ford Mr Stonehill joined JP 
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Morgan in 1978 and spent six 
years in their oil and gas cor- 
porate finance team in Lon- 
don and New York. He moved 
to Morgan Stanley in 1984, 
where he rose to become head 
of European equities. 

David Perry, the man who 
successfully defended 
Waddmgton against two hos- 
tile bids from Robert Maxwell, 
is retiring as chairman alter 
nearly 20 years with the pack-* 
aging and printing company. 

Mr Perry, 59, is being succeed- 
ed by Michael Orr, chairman 
of Molins, the Milton Keynes- 
based engineering group. Mr 
Orr is also a non-executive di- 
' rector of Granada. Lazards. 
and WH Smith. 

Mr Perry joined as manag- 
ing director of Waddington in 
1978, when it still owned the 
Monopoly board game and 
manufactured playing cards. 

Nowadays the company has 
given up cards in favour of 
producing mailshots for the 
building societies which are 
converting to bank status, as 
well as American fast food 
containers. 

Mr Perry retains his links 
with the world of cards as he 
is still a member of the Wor- 
shipful Company of Makers 
of Playing Cards. 

Before joining Waddington-^, 
Mr Perry worked for Mr 
Maxwell at British Printing. 
Nevertheless, he managed to 
repel a long, drawn-out bid 
battle with Mr Maxwell for 
Waddington in 1983, and a re- 
newed attack one year later. 

In 1988 Mr Perry became 
chief executive, and three 
years ago the company sold 
the rights to Monopoly. 
Chairman for just over two 
years, Mr Perry in his youth 
won 15 caps playing rugby for 
England. 

Sadly he was unavailable 
for comment yesterday on 
England's demolition of SccdT* 
land on Saturday, since he is 
on a skiing holiday. 

John Willcock 
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"Information professionals rank 
Financial Times I n fo rma tion as the most 
important UK business information provider” 
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Financial Times Information provides online information 
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GREG WOOD 

The mind might insist that a se- 
rious interest is lunacy, but 
there is something about the 
Tbte Gold Trophy which ma i^-g 
the fingers itch for one of those 
stubby-little bookies’ pens and 
a blank slip to scribble on. 
Even, the disappearance of Ifen- 
nyA Day, previously one of the 
ante-post' joint-favourites, at 
yesterday’s five-day entry stage 
will do little to cool punters’ ar- 
dour for one of the betting higb- 
lighnsof the winter season, and 
of the 22 names which rem ain, 
^fewwiflgo to post at Newbury 
- Ion Saturday without their share 
of supporters. 

Pem^ A Day, who k running 
a temperature, was not the 
only important withdrawal, for 
though Martin Pipe’s Pridwell 
was only a 20-1 outsider yes- 
terday morning, his failure to 
appear on the revised list is 
every bit as significant. With 
Large Action, as expected, also 
coming out, the weights rise by 
91b, bringing all of the remain- 
ing entries into the handicap 


in Moulin’s favour 


RACING’S FUTURES MARKET 

The bookmakers ante-post lists easy winner at Sanikwn on 


proper, and ensuring that there 
w3I be none of the post-race 
grumbles which followed Prid- 
weJFs compression of the 
weights in last month's Lan- 
zarote Hurdle. 

That race went to Pridwell s 
stablemate. Make A Stand, who 
is now the dear second-favourite 
for Saturday’s race. Those who 
beHeve that Hpe never does any- 
thing without a @x>d reason wiD 
be interested to note that the ab- 
sence of Pridwell brings anoth- 
er of Pipe’s entries. Hamilton 
S2k, up to an ideal raring weight 
of lOst, but the latest odds - 
Hamilton Sfik is a lop-priced 33- 
I - indicate that Make A Stand 
is his main contender for one of 
the few major races which the 
man from Wellington has yet to 
win. 

_ If be is to correct that omis- 
sion. however. Make A Stand 
will probably need to beat a hot 


favourite in Edelweis Du 
Moulin, whose odds of 7-2 will 
surely shorten siilJ further it as 
expected, he is confirmed as a 
runner later this week. Gordon 
Richards' hurdler was a laugh - 
ably easy winner at 'Wetbeibyon 
Saturday, and there conld be 
few better judges of his chance 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Nutty Solera 
(Carfcsfe 1.40) 

NB: Double Oscar 
(Lingfield £20) 

of completing a swift double 
than Howard Johnson, who 

saddled the five-length runner- 
up there. Tom Brodie. and also 
expects to run Direct Route, a 
6-1 shot, in the big race this 
weekend. 

Johnson’s opinion is not en- 
couraging for Edelweis Du 
Moulio’s opponents. Direct 


Route was given a work-out af- 
ter racing at Newcastle yester- 
day. Ridden by his lad. Direct 
Route galloped one and a half 
miles with two uniaced stable- 
mates and joined them to fin- 
ish hard held. 

Johnson said later: “I’D be 
disappointed if be doesn't fin- 
ish in the first four. I'm very hap- 
py with him; he's in great heart 
and the faster the ground the 
better. Bui ftH take a really good 
horse to beat Edelweis Du 
Moulin. He won hard held on 
Saturday, he was pulling dou- 
ble over ours, and ours is okay. 
It was a slow time, and some- 
times when you get these hors- 
es off the bit they don't find too 
much, but he couldn't have 
won any better.’ 1 

It would be wise to remem- 
ber, however, that several hot 
favourites have failed to deliv- 
er in this race in recent years. 


Punters who cannot bring them- 
selves to take 3-1 in such a fierce- 
ly competitive event will also 
point to Edelweis Du Mouiin's 
recent record - he has failed to 
complete in three of his last four 
starts. 

As the accompanying tables 
demonstrate, the ability' to shop 
around for the best price is one 
of the most important weapons 
at any punter's disposal. Yes- 
terdays news that Uidbrnkeshas 
acquired the 114-shop rKain D f 
A R Dermis is therefore disap- 
pointing for anyone who believes 
that strong, independent book- 
ies are an important bulwark 
against the might of the Big 
Three. Ladbrokes will pay at 
least £31.3 million for the out- 
lets. and up to £L4 million more 
depending on the finalisation of 
accounts, in order to take their 
total strength to 1.925 shops. 

• It was one of Ladbrokes' 


Bold Boss’s vanning owner is frozen out by Pitman blunder 


John Robson, owner of yester- 
day’s Newcastle winner Bold 
Bass, missed the novioe chaser's 
victory after Racing Channel 
presenter Richard Pitman in- 


correctly announced at 11am 
that the meeting had been 
abandoned. The frost -threat- 
ened card in fact went ahead af- 
ter two inspections. 


Pitman's error was not cor- 
rected for 15 minutes, howev- 
er, by which time Robson had 
been told it was pointless trav- 
elling to Newcastle. 


In the final event. Whip 
Hand justified heavy support 
from 1-2 to 2-7 and is being 
aimed at the Supreme Novices' 
Hurdle at Cheltenham. 


better marketing wheezes, the 
han dic a p hurdle which the firm 
sponsors ai Leop anbwwB in 
January, which first implied 
that cracks might be appearing 
in the relationship between 
Jenny Pitman and her stable 
jockey. Warren Marston. Mas- 
ter Tribe, who won the Lad- 
broke for Pitman last month, 
was ridden not by Marston. 
but by Norman Williamson, 
and the subsequent chatter in 
the Lambourn saloon hars has 
insisted that the doubts over 
Warden's future at Weather- 
cock House had contributed to 
Mark Pitman’s decision to quit 
his post as assistant trainer and 
set up on his own. 

Not so, according to 
Mansion's agent, Chris Broad. 
•The supposed faikxa about the 
riding arrangements is totally un- 
founded." Broad said yesterday. 
-Warren's position at Mis Pit- 
man's remains unchanged. Nil 
I am sure there wiS beocraaons, 
not too many I hope, when oth- 
er jockeys are used by the sta- 
ble. I hope tint this dears up any 
misunderstanding." 

Ladbrokes’ takeover of A R 
Dennis, Business, page 18 
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t30 Toby Brown (nb) 
100 Flight Lefcitanant 
230 Marching Marquis 
3430 Big Ben Pun 


HYPERION 

330 BARPORD SOVEREIGN (nap) 
44)0 The Matakanna 
430 Erinante 


GOING: Good to Firm. 

■ Left-hand comae.. Bun- In of 240 yards. 

■ Comae MWrf city on BW35. Bm ftnra MMim a Wmli* ( tm) «mI t«mmyi« 
Spa (2m). ADMISSION: Club &J2 (1C lo 24-yew-oMa Iff); Treurcalb S8, Course S3. 
CARPARK: S3. 


USADDIG TKAINBIS WITH RUNNERS: M Pipe - 29 winners from ] ] 9 nmnere ai a 
rate of 24.4% giving attorn to >£1 lend sake of -429.87; D Nicholson - 22 winners. 
10] tmoem, SZm. -t^JXfcNTWIatwOBvlM- IZwmnexs, 73 nomas, 16.4*4, +S4S& 
N Geedee - 10 wfemera, 40 runners, 25.4W. +SI4.75. 

LEADING JOCKEYS: K Dnawoody- 34 winners. 78 rides, +S35iCl; A Maguire 

-1 7 wtoren, 8 2 rifles. 20.7W, +S3&39; J Orfxme - 15 winners, 76 rides, in.78fc,-423J58. 
BUNKBBEP Fnag TTTliBi UniO Bafata(3.00) 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Kane. 

LONG-ESSIANCE RUNNERS FROM BBTIVUN: BkeGaRnor (2JJ0X Dtage Wood (2-30) 
& PIwc Sjrirtt (4-30) tent 199 mBro by H Laropard from Kncsbridge. Drvdti. 


FORM CRUDE 

BARNWM needed to be roosted loam a noaces' hontScap chase at Lecastar last ome af- 
terbeqg on vie andie at tnesecora tea. but ties young enougpto get better and nenad 
sha ped a 8 angor prevnusiy wften a ien-l en gD> ihra to that useful nonce Around The 
Gale. Gaowi. By Strong Gale out rt a be Bavart mate, nas every chance granted me hick 
m running. but mere e bound to be j c atom am aura of calamity in Ore iMnaiy-kxtang 
contest. FBgfrt Ueetonaot made loo many meaaSes ai Cheftentem last Ume, but ne «on 
here I2mj si November before hsung to (Say second Mile to me mate Golden Hello at 
Doncaster. fB 0 it Ueutenam was a lair . y useful nun* er and he wlB trouble Gamm d jump- 
mg a dear Lobotar Cottage can win a title handicap, but seems to haw a Wt on nsputo 
to master the top tm «Me Wot No Gbi needs to vnprme ha jumoaig, but does look to 
naw more abftiy man mas of these. Moving Out could be the fly m me amment A gome 
sne-fumer over rustfes. he shouts be better for he recent Uigfield iur (nowcer handeap 
chssei when faded from the tom laa. He is a dual course wmner over hunSes and eouid 
be orffeutt to Dass d he junps aaeqva&y. Bol o cB o n : GARNWIN 


O on ] EBRMGTON HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS Q LSfiOO added 
0-0 2m 4f llDytte Penalty Value £3^54 


EBF W NOVICE HURDLE (QUALFER) {CLASS D) £3,650 
I added 2m 4f UDyds Penalty Value £3378 
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2562-re MNVUAK (4^ (l*sCJ BBcW ttsC Etec* 7 11 0 IBWtaaV 

21-UIZ IUBC— BUB— romNAGHBusMtMTChra6U< 

P RnaaVMlASUneNINndBBmSllO 


U30 
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RYTON HURDLE (CLASS E) £2^25 added 4Y0 2m 
PemtftyVBluft£2^70 . 

(USA) (M C M aeppanf 10 12 Dl 
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5 TAR— — pRq(U4(8tnrt»innnadDaHrinCU409w«oodlDrJIMom 
-17dadared~ 

BtlUHft S-2 IrtaasaL 3-1 Wiy ft— >, 4-1 n taaMn M lk l aw re ai , M IMrbev, 10-1 N- 
IwaAg Dangvr. 12-1 Pakwion, 1S-1 Wdwai UbdMa. Highly Keen, 20-1 rtfam. 
t99WNocmnponifeignieeflfle - 

FORM GUIDE 

want more of eaanana rest but he rwgTtag haw bereenFarorarahh- 
wrttc attuSwrtNJt for a bad mmato at me last. He shaped satWactonly on htt Sandown 
iMxffowr&ffiber whan second to Far Dean- Tniy Brown ran an eye-catching lace on only 
Ns second start over hurtles whan second to Mgh» Dance at Market teen, fki ti bm r.a 

31£00gisparcha8e. may need ihttoutefeHMe SOtansi Is ora id note after a prarrts- 

tngftWi inSmanet Spall et Kempton. The g-hshiai r is mnm ta fO-m«a Flat-iace vKn- 
nor «l QonmaO manaffd only fifth of nme on her hurtles baa at Ubdwbi m Seprentter. but 
can Irnpiwe, whie bnpaodtag Danger and Falamoh are the pick cA the nhers. wen «f to- 
dona MkMwvw and Mgfcty Kaen should process. Mac—: BTWTUIAM 

IHONCETHORPE NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) £5000 added 
2m 4f 110yds Penalty Value £3,778 

1 010-128 RIGHI uanaAUriUSAUMHDtWslanl— TCasjyB119. 

2 0LM31 —HIM (21) W (Haw HM-Tteaner tf N Ha grere T_U 9 li 

3 RJtLfS LOBSIBr COTTAGE PS) fMapcr-Gen R LT tagES K Baiqr9 U 9 — 

4 -0CPPP3 KlWretm 

5 038245- an»KaBFW75)»BAa»ACWB»3U3 

6 0-23P HJgaPVSWOHga IWesfflmSnlwrtS Ub N larpaaiS 113 — Mr LBrtwrm 

7 -■ PP MN—i HUMMNALm©««>*BMWWMaa|pBrt8U3jeJUrifcAirte 

8 OffCS MWf RB n fftM Ftof Radnfi) R Qi« 9U 3. Of*-* 

9 Q-P I— «■— OtmOACBtodD— i«6U3^_^ 

10 61/24-50 MOVWBOUTd^ (Us9»dqr ftssher) IA»HM^a9 11 3 
U 0BDDG41 *»W WCBCMO*5QDflBJBaoplAJe«op8113 
a DOOMS 7WMWN (7) (The OBdW »« M6*Cart«n 71^—— , 

13 0D4U38 *— (USA)(ir)fThaDAI«P»inert«)Mtaractajgi81l3_ 

M 8BSHT5 — ItoeHtMItnBUpartftnwgPameirtgOAJV^aua. 

IS Of— ABWIR(21)U*sWDED«AI*BPW«e91012. 

IS • X»Wll40RE(WraesWGag»y)NWto^ai012- 

-lSdoctaied- 

— UMSRk, D4F— UNlsaaot, 4-1 Hoftag Oet. 12J. labrttr Cottage. 14-1 fht No 
IMUli e m a ranr . 2 D-lofbsrs 


BEfTHG: 13-8 Rarcfakg Maoris, 7-4 llrtd For Arhentnra, 5-1 hdafcrook, 10-1 Rjdv Cup, 12-1 
Martas, 14-1 C unmw tw Cutty. lB-lD—Wbcd. 33-1 Jftcm 
FORM CUBE 

MARCHING MARQUS k urpnwen on the eouid, but the gang vats gtod to frm lor hH 
hurdes debut at CfeBsnham m Ocuber and he wee backed from 11-4 to 7-4 that dqy, a> 
tnouffi he unseated hs ndsc atiar ee<ng bedy hnmpered at the OraL So bacidng hkn to beat 
the fas»-0ound winner Maid For Advontiaw comes an added ele ment of nsk urteas there 
Is some rain to ease the ground, but that Is pattbie aeconSng xo me forecast March ng 
MaiQtM had some gM bumoar Bonn and ran wet) when second to The Mm at UngBeU 
m mid Decamber. He • goaig ® tmprew with openence and haa every chanoa —mg 5fc 
tom the tsewous winner. Maid For Aduereuieis by Strong GBle out of a Deep _Hiai mare and 
should gt on to make a nice chaser. She has me scope and ms rmpresswie with the way 
she won at Lutticwr, lunpmg well in the nan and reedUy puRng dew. but « was a mares' 
evert in vrfsch only fire of the e^a nmneis completed me course and she is bound to find 
ate Bugier from now on. Coreautar Country showed some ability in a Worcester bunper 
last April when sevanm of 22 to Laying Condudor, wtrte BAainidmn has shown farm over 
hurttes. laaedy when thM to Ultimate Smootne re Ludkwr just betore Ovwmas. but he 
vW do wen to master the prmdpafc even U he can beat win Wig (nsh pointer Ryder Cap and 
Tldabfoofc. touin m a Perth bumper In 19%. Selection: MARCHING MARQUS 


1 3P-S30 ALBEHME(USA)|10l{ , .*S)Cec.'iVMJCec.8U U> — .1 

1 035216 REAEANE5QUE (USA) (14) |Q (D) iU^ Khn (oetnan) P VUOf 5 13 11 

3 14&D3 SOVEROemMitADE (5® (MiiroriC txfh^ Hcndosan 5 10 W B ■ J 

4 1-25414 BMRKD SOVBISQN (17) PA (BF1 i3artrt BtaoC'Dcn J Fansrswe 5 TO > kbp** 

5 2W44S VGBN OFHSHION flSf (1 G Pncei Pfn*K 9 100 IPSMrfT) 

6 513210- BIRintin— "i(lllJIA ~ In ~~»n.i|lki TBmailv nilin' RO nftwii 

-IMM- 

Bfesism wbffc lOo. huetanacap ae^CAmtHrmecciesast® 

B r —f — — — . r " 

VWea Of rWw. 14-1 AmWnianMeHii 

FORM (line 

BARFORD SOVEREIGN has been ri decern tom of lore and was tar from dngroced when 
forth, beaten bss than ten lengths, over two mses and five furlongs at Hampton last ine 
after attempting to make ao the runnmg. Snc had orenousir wtvaad m at Fakanrem *mcn 
value tar a wooer margn of victory man rune lengths and she had bean.fanpeo by connec- 
tions at Leicester pmiourty When luvnnc a doappcnimg race bthmd Barryben. Here sf<c 
is fust 31b above her Leicester handicap mark and me opposition looks twy wreft eiposec. 
Uanhs, suited by a good surface, win probably be powtrty ndden because tops tnp tnav 
stnech tns stamina. Bea^ nasq ue is a amner here. Hat and jumping, and seems sure to 
make a race of n because his couse defeat of lore McMunau^i m Decembe r was a far 
attar, even if there were only tour nmners. Sowarwlffm Parade reportedy sifered an twer- 
readi on he final start last season and ftasnT run wal on either of hts sans this temi. VW 
afcm Of ftwedom.i0itiy raced m recent seasons, us weiOtted with a chance if back to hn 
best, whse A mM oamamoria a tools a shade out of hs depth and may need the outing af- 
ter a I— I* layoff. Satectfaw: BARFORD SOVEREIGN 


AIR WEDDNG TROPHY HUNTERS’ CHASE (CLASS H) 
£L350 added 3ra 2f Ponatty Vtfue £1424 

1 313AXH- nc BMUtfWSM gsi) WlOwtes Drey] M bC S auries 11 12 8 — JBrBPMo*(9 

2 OW3&- taiMG(DUNKi444)lD«eim)DDi«ri9122 MrN ftzgwrtd (7) 

3 ff- 0VrmRRM{328)AfsG4kMi)(bBrKrgU122 _JfeBf RBtrate (7) 

4 15 eSft. SRSAT(G6R(lifesTOBB2ey}MBrBta2Fyl3122 MwTMBayfT) 

-4 aeebred - 

BETTMtt AS Iba AWteama. 74 Oal Ffir Too, 5-1 SMwL 16-1 Cwa EkIm 0 
FORM CMDE 

THE MALAKARMA stays an day and e a soura jumper, so he has evoy chance ola vwv 
rung reappearance m tha rather dsappowing turn-out. He won over tour mies and a fir- 
tar* on St Patrick's Day, 1995, beating Waterloo Boy and Once Sang and aso won at 
FontweU and Uttottter dial term. He did not show siytfuig ike the same level of tann bst 
season, but is wtfi a good yard and could bounce back ■> win mom races. Out For RrefeU 
In two nunter chases last season but is a decent sort and s iwesy m lest The Matakarma if 
he & 1 S round. Strict a a consstart enoi^i 13-year Out hed do well 10 master The 
Mataioima. whAe Com rirhancs seems only moderate. BMaaBoae THE MALAHARMA 


Lia 


GEORGE CONEY CHALLENGE CUP HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS Q £8|000 added 3m 5f Penalty Value £5y7&4 

144500 UMORAHS (TO (2Q tl Bsomtogj) J P botw^j 11 12 0 1 AVfetaB 

41-3PM MUSWAV&SVRG (11) p R D FasffireK LUB D Ncfoteon 11 11 10 
MSP- IF CiattsntAS 608SE (4S) (C) &) CD R Slaidanj N Gesetee 11 11 5. 

255-3*3 TDG0FFEMZWpndBrtndeBaktngiO112 
5313-34 IMNraiBllBymataaBlfert«D«MBm7108 
2-13UP5 WBmiXM(ll)a*M«fiB60tM0t«C&tC*5lllDa- 

3U1IH*1 BBOORHMKM KJCniBfflMdMsBnnBlDO 

-7( 


4^30 


FEBRUARY MAIDEN NATIONAL HUNT FLAT RACE (CLASS H) 
£1^00 added mares 2m Penalty Value £1J}28 



—IFTBey 


,1*3 




Man aejflt IObl Tiue tmOuo BvticrkkASs! 12tx 

BETTMa: 10040 Dregw Stay. 7-2 Ctefebare Dm 4-1 1 
Mg Bbi Dvw, »-l Lanooafca, 12-1 Ttog Of Peaoa 

FORM SUDE 

DANGER BABY shaped a Windsor (3m) feet nme as If a safer test of somine would sut 
hm and afehougi he tooled one-pacad, ne mid* have eeded ma race. He shaped well 
when Died in a UngMd ha nrt c ap ptewcusiy and thie whiner of a nonce* handicap at New- 
buy last season Is at die ngnt age to get bernr. Rraneh raider Lbnonaba, Bghtly raced these 
days, nas shown fsir farm in the past, but probably boas a strtflsh task under 12st Chriat- 
area Gone s a sound stayer and has a four-mae win at Oietenham in he record. Ha. loo. 
k an U.-year-ald.bia a maturely igaly-reced one tf*ou£i he career and las chance must 
be respected In this, aspedofyd the ffUng eases. He stayed on strongy«vhenbeetingChirch 
law and Stop Wader here (3m 2f) in lab November and he vres a 13th- fence War (dk- 
putirtg the featll h P»* Girfe race at Tfoidock In December. Muathavaaswfg has never taoked 
the most natuai of jvnpess. but he ^neroiy gm the job done and he can gw a decent 
account of hlmsetf here even d die Doncastarracs he won in Decamber wes rendered wv 
competitive by Saxton Banks ronranga stinker. Ite ra tor Mark oupm dass after test mon- 
th^ Lecester win and thottfi Big Ban Dm k normaty best when fresh, ha a capable of 
larrfonn, has no«ci0ti. and haa the necesssy stamna. He w preBened id the 0T8»c junper. 
Tbg Of Peace. S atectton: DANGER BABY 


1 

AHDC MEADOW IA jesson) A Jessop 6 11 10 

Mr K Pitaiitna P) 












fT] 




B 

9 

«OOOJOBfkBreibMMCIkniS1110 

NBjOOV had (ft j Part) N Hereto**! 5 11 10 

J) Hanna (7) 

J Hvflpr (7) 

10 

u 

12 

IBS MATCH (Ms Ss* FaB6) L CBN 6 11 10 

KAflQf A SCOfE (H M F UcCTOI G Brtdng 5 11 10 

0 tanas (5) 

A Bates (5) 

LSettan (7) 




14 


ItaAPMfet 

15 


.-CDretea (7) 










19 

42 WHEHFS MRAKM (11} (BF) <Ws 9 Tefal G MeCout 5 11 10__ 

RHrereefT) 




22 

VnSEGUWSt(BnBvreUPpe4U0 - 

— D Write 


ID-1 Good Jab, IMody 


- 22 dectared- 

BOTl©: 15-8 BfctBoto, 4-1 Wise &»w«. 13-2 Skieo. 8-1 Wtiorrt 
IMM. 12-1 Neaf A Scam, Frees Bpere, 14-1 GcMb,lklCa 
20 -lettaa 

FORMOUDE 

GOOD BOB appeak as a t&roy type on pedObe and k an attematM to Erlotaata, who a 
the one to vetch (Francos Dowiien had a chase turner at Fontwel yestartayi. Wtea Ban- 
ner, Seftvan. N ea rly A Scare and Mefc w fr Maid hail from strong stables and the market 
moves should be mtarmethw in a race Ikefy to tan to a newcomer. d ei erHa r t: GOOD BOB 


. V HYPERION 

UAO Nutty Sdora 2JJ0 Santa Concerto 240 Par- 
aoffip UxW» 3L10 Itegol RoapT3M40 Little Red- 
yUng 4 JjD Curt i Sigroroe 440 Castle Bay 


13 63-50 POfllANOSFUfHt(8l8Tte«d-W»wn6U3_ASa«Mi 

14 3C4SAF- ROYN-RAf* (USA) (433) D 4K& 7 11 3 Kkinsea 

« - O-POO TPBOH»T5HOPE(ME&d»8113 JWrtre Da— B (7) 

lfi 54 CBH6BNES QBOCE PM M Hammond 4 ID 7 B&ntty 

17 OF I^HAEMnaiPM JJ0TW4 107 RBkftrtfcB 

— 

8ETTMG: W1 PaperWag, 4-1 KkkawnyCastl B. T-l SrtojB-1 
Bartata, 12-1 Oabarfcrt Choke, l*d Bomy Buck. IB-1 Cod GaM, 
- - ‘ Uyar. 2 D-l others 


12 5322301- SNO#»Tk83)CParter81012 

13 0 WMBYBBOMIIBDUT ( 63) 6 Ife ore 5 10 12 1 

BEnMBtDAParsHfs lodge, 3-2 Srtam Beam, 8-1 Delqr Ore*, 7-1 Mere 
do Mtoe, lowefe RaMd, KM. Uppy lertn, 12-1 SartriR, 1S-1 Ottrtkl. 
,20-lt 


GODMk Good I. Coed lo Firm b pkcesL ^ 

p^r-Kawf, unri glaring courae. Buinn of n 

r£>«T»i 9 0 Pfloiitficnionirfdtia«f town, 4m wcM.of junttion 4-. 

«fl «tton 2m. AMOSSTONtCtab 
Wrmwi* Jnntora 1811 SflV.lbaoaoIbSO (OAP»4J«iniorei3). 
OAK PARK: On raik 13; reminder free. 


Wnimcn PIMTIUB: Bold Account (1.10). 
BBnSw tS wW SEVEN MIS: Cfaafc Arerea « «MI 
Woa u Mnsscflwjth on Tuesday; WeyopUn (-1.101 won si frtue- 

L^SSs5w^ < ^ NNEHS: F ^ lal 8** 12.10) A i Bw Fde nd(2.y i 
tretbitJiw” MO mites by J CurOa ftorn Bceford. Humbcalde- 


2JL0 


BET WriH THE TOTE NOVICE CHASE 

(QUALIFIER) (CLASS D) £5^00 added 3m 

234-PIP OBWMB!UaWP«fC)eiWatfc7113 PCattny 

21/113-1 SIW»CONCaBOP0)Llj«1gp8113 RA*pB 

0444MU CCRPOR*»WmOCD(«iPHMIa»ir«r71DlD_Anrtt*i 

402F32 RHAL BEAT (2Q I CuitS 8 ID 10 DtrekB)ree 

2P-2MP RAW* «M Dob 7 ID 10 HSrek 

000 amOMBUTS0«E(8e)EBcO71OlD GFBWoR 

P05POF snWfGAUJW(84)PO«ed*ougi71IllO Dr-“-* 

PP3143 THUNP(7)flf)Cterte81010 i J>l 

505CK3 CALL UE SUCK pSj Mr^rsncrU 8105- 
P&PUBF EGnBUSBPMJ0aA»9l05. 

-ior * ■ 


JOHN BROCK MEMORIAL HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS D) £5£00 added 2m 
41F-325 TbBDQCroo (7] J Ofcw 10 U 11 B Storey 


3JL0 


Mtemuo »e^c JOst. hue nandcap vaults: kknaa Fb* 9st 12S. 14a- 
M man 9a TBi Pbstfw Action 9st 

BEnWk»te 9 d Romper, 8-1 HoeortaFortw 7-2 TtaitaMecs. 4-1 tfo 
cfe Bart 5-1 kaf&te Man, 18-1 PmMwb Utoa 


311332 R£GM.MH>BtpaHCO)MrsSSmdi9116J 
34-5126 «O£aarPM(MMHiumbVftjHrt710 7_MI 

1CT-IP1 NOWtME FORIE |U) J Adtm 7 10 0 HI 

241232 NM8t£BBAN(14) UKammyd T 100 JdrCBnaicr® 

25P043 POSDWE ACOtM (47) ID) II Baras 11 10 0— J TBjtor (5) 8 

-8l ' 


A ini L®RA GRAVURE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4(500 added 2m 4f 110yds 


5W>®1 80NOFMB DS)(CltesMlfe«rt*y911 10 

351311 wnumBI(7>(D)CPaderl01ll0(7« a storey 

lay-PU GtU.kEGIAUrp4)ll«B/Oasl2108 JUreeare 

234112 BUVBtSDHMfM3}(qBBkon7108 K I nteenn V 

263238 REBB. HRC (2S) M Barnes 7 10 7 -Stator® 

43354F CRANDSCOeRV (7) P) f H JchrBDn 9 ID 7 ASSokb 

342432 BOLD ACCOUNT (15) G Moore 7 ID 5 A Dakota B 


tt iJ 


0-24X12 

QF23P1 


WETHERAL NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS q 
£3j000 added 2m 4f 110yds 

p op easgio po) W G tocos 5 12 1 — ----- 

BMBkBOS (15) (C) kta luanda V FkeW 8 11 9 _JB teWr 
BlBOiyBUCliHJofisai 711-3- 8 0“ 


BEintt 44 Soota Concerto, UKWO^ Threp, 7-2 Omm Bgmj, 12-1 OB 
Bo Back. 14-1 Fkrt Beat, IMfoca, 20-1 others 


3,40 


S5%ME (735) MB U HBrtey 7 11 3.— 

SSm*i40«t p« M fonirond 6 11 3~j»r C Boeoar (3) 

KMTLE IIOKSfAR W T tuigb 6 LI 3 JSre?*> 

UffWD SP JU3 

MXtKHQN H7> M5TMI7U3-; 

<Mun(i)PCMesaD#7U3. 

WITTY S01B» W CP»W 7 13 3 

»MBgtPp<T>GMoo , B6113 


HOEt»SrNCMCEHUfflLEQUMJBl(ClASS 
E) £3^00 added raaies 2m 4f UOyds 

DAISY DAYS raSJJlH Johnson 7 11 5 MW> 

MIKTE ALICE (53) J FtaGartd 7 10 12 PCartmy 

BEST FRBA PS) J Cms 5 10 12 DarakBpM 

CURABBlpDl) JOreten61D12 B Storey 


Jo MW 

J«a»y 


1 0CP31-0 

2 0448-30 

3 45056 

4 504* 

5 OQflP- 

8 04- 

7 580 

6 5200 

9 OOF minm^ifn — — - 

10 OOUH3 nuSMrSUO6C0)Lli«0>91012 

11 043 


| CONDfTIONAL JOCKEYS HCAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £2,925 added 3m 110yds 
P55160- M69m9MEPTOie)p)jIrtasn9U10J 
23WC- UMBBE (4U) (p) M taeB^er 12 11 3 — ttfod 
02131-32 MWEnmS* kto U Hereby 8112 - 

G63P04) FNHCYGteldUJOlfeaiOUl 

533340 RVE FUSS (321) Me 8 dtlB 9 11 1 

QPO-315 MITONBltnRNRCUmPSeaincrtlOlOn 
0284 H0Bk*Bt(340) AWkansB 1010 
65-1324 


FULL OF CHAT (206) Ms SSmon 3 ID 12 

GOOD VBOIME (46ffl L Uoyd-JBIW 6 JO 22X < 

uppt louse (EG) Ms u Baaley 5 IS B 

uway RASES- (48) JJ Ortas 30 12 AI 

(HT«MP7)WnBBd5l012- 

PAiB0lfSU)0C£a)Uur»9, 

SALEM BENCH (TO Harm Toduiar 5 10 12 


P32] (D) tes 0 Thomson 8 10 4 



9 543338 Um£ NBNWB (7) M lairmnl 5 10 0 RBr 

-9«eckred- 

Mtwi Ktfit ICtt True nandcap linfe Rwk*« 9sf 10b. 

BQTMB 9-4 ItMMtBa, 7-2 Hodsoo Bay Treriar, 4-1 HoMdlli, 1W Nartb- 

■ Sg*e,6,llhcTO<m; 1MUM* Ratekg. m HML M-l 

rosy Ikn. 18-1 itektide 



FP8241 CUSH SUHQE (7}MTocnraer8103 IT&) PCabory 

50H OAMW LAD (E6j UrsA SatotiaW 8 30 0 ISepke 

a 62S3-6P BBHOPMl£(TO (Bt SDaMck 36 300. fPmna 

13 44JTV3-P KELFKTHEC&TPTO Ms DThcnGOn 10100 LOTfaa 

_ ^ “ 

Urttnum tege 10s. hue handeap — ( p c town loo 9s IQ*. Kgftop at 

9SS0. tefoe IheG*9s3fc 

BETTMB: 11^4 Creb Srerrena, 8-1 tltayrehk, 4-1 Sea Of bta, 0-1 Baqan 
Dream. 7-lBoMAcroia f . lD-l Dare Ud.l2-lQaad Sc aaa ry, RtbeH(teg. 
20-1 


DURDAR WTERMEDtATE NH FLAT RACE 
(CLASS H) £L500 added 2m If 

BOmERBAAOEFMnagi6U4 NHonerts(7) 

5 CASTLE BAY (7) LUrglS 11 4 £ Grattan (5) 

RD EN5ICUTEp7)WM0leoMi5114 CMeCoreadkrT) 

rantD FBU75M Unger 6 11 4 tBdtOrtBtaon a rg) 

JUMBtYS DREAM J Dron 6 11 4 tRaoPBotaao 

SA8U 3 Otamon 5 11 4 E raiigire (3) 

StffEREXAlT J FGGereid 5 U 4 1 Looby (3) 

TtMTS RNEB Ma W hMigy 5 U 4 SIM (3) 

4P0 MIBI FONTiTOJ J0Tidl5U 4 FStetah® 

WHAT A TALE Iks M FfeKfo 5 11 4 -(CM 

0 fSSOIXE |8Q G AdBIS 5 10 33 tfeRHata 

OIC STOP U Games 4 U)3 S Tatar (5] 

-Udadared- 

BEITDIfl: FORECAST. 24. Grtfla Boy. 34. SatrerexaR. «J.WIrtl A Tata, 5-1 
Toofi Brer, HJearoBa, 15-1 Dorter knrefc fantao Mh Babe, 20-1 


r. i 



8 000600 S*8UMP7){C0N(jngl3.912 MrTKattts W 1 


jJllrll Pteaee 250 fcwocatioit S20 Lord Sky 350 
■eeu Brono 4*20 A I Heial , - 

inside. 


«HHG:&a»knL CTAUS lm ' 1 
I MAW ADVANTAGE: Uw manbem be** 

teessssesss 

a.CAK’PAMt:- nalt 511: remainder nee. 


tSSSSSiCTRUIINEHS; 

^)&reb«nireL 288 mite * H Do* *** Hart***'' 




.peach amatsjr^^han™^ 

j *=Z1 (CLASS E) (DIV I) £3^25 added lm 

: j l; .ossa 

«OMO MOUI IWNCHBEpaj (GJ Pi 7 
,T.* . 0500D4 JPECrAOE JB( ffl G P««8 » ^ “£5 « 6 

■] f :«KnoD- w© net pro R ate J »9;rr--~rsL58 

wa HAIG P2J (CD) j ii^ 0 a 9 .7r£ J 2 


Bone: 1 S« GoHSeoiL W TOnTOSi I«K» BrtdfoM. 11-2 Dart 
Dnp Bortk, 11W *W8 ftaocMu, 2W Spectre* *a, 25i^ ottare 

nrcnl PEACH AMATEW? RHJERS HANDICAP 
(CLASS E) (DIV H) £3,525 added lm 

1 ffiSD.20 ROBEUXNI P*)p) D 6 l20-*BsDArtrtka«<4 V 

2 404-260 R»TWW(12)(CO)HFforer6116 — MrTMcCortiy 5B 

3 02020-5 BBALSFlDBOUBtajRtra*® 41 ! 8 -— — - 

. . ** D Bridgsr S 

, ^ Mwrw-wre^u^jj _ 

5 rv m *- flp I AG figTFBgf 038) -I PreCC 5 10 10. — tb»L Pearce 1 

6 530000 DHEWCTOgf(OWB^^S 1 ^ - r| 

7 6060-54 WiWll^W» ag g! 

B 560650 «DttfimABJ0e»698 »»ALI*»Mw»W8 

BBIMtt lMSbanaft ftnwfr 7-2 Ft 

htf. anpt^^aii>.7-J.UdkJF1iiHnif|lM-^ftTOl[W«iCwiieT 

\2J2D\ fjutftj added 3Y0 6f 

1 0043-5 EAfiK1DPIEA«(TOTO ^G^I«tai^5__— 

2 2106-60 AW«a90 

3 00044-t M»iizitePiBJW. 9 jrT rrrrr- rtr?^!^: 

4 352005 

5 034368 BWIBbW PMOJS Cl OfWii mera 7— > rears 
_ s dK&ml ■■ 


foen l PLUM CLAIMING STAKES (CUSS E) 
£4J>25 added lm 2f 

OOQ7J3 BEfttlASO SEWf p3) 5? H Dads 5 9 6 DHetead7B 

SJD105 JOSEPHS WIIE (8) ICO) D Mchofc 8 9 6 —Ale* barea* 8 B 
BOLD FAITH W Misar 4 8 ID *BbH»9 


250500 BRAND CMH n C tkqer 5 B 6 

50-1021 iWOCAnON (7) (C)G Lttxre ID B6. 
004004 mVMMWSS(UQBPTO«583. 


_DR decree 3 

ACME 

~TSpralta 2 


&4Y 


10-1 Advce Bapre. 12-1 EhTOdH Parfoi 
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arc racing's ftiturcs market. 
Readers can catch up with the 
latest developments — best 
prices arc in bold - in this 
sphere with The Independent's 
Tuesday service. 

Tote Gold Trophy Handicap 
Bardlet Mistinguett Ls a top- 
priced "-1 Wiliam Hill - 
Coral and the Tote go just 5-1. 

Champion Hurdle: I’m Snp- 
posin is 10-1 (Coral) - William 
IB1 and Ladbrokes go just 7-1. 

THmnpb Hurdle; White Sea 
is 16-1 (Coral - Ladbrokes and 
the Tote go 10-1 - while Sun- 
day's Lcppardstown winner 
Commanche Conxt is 33-1 
(Tide ) - William Hill and Lad- 
brnkesgojusi 14-I.Hajaain.an 


Saturday, is 40-1 (Tbte) - Coral 
nojasi ih-1. 

“ Cidtenham Gold Cbp Chase: 
Dorans Pride is a 6-1 (Tote) - 
Ladbrokes go just 4-1 - fol- 
lowing his ctmvincing victory in 
a notices' chase at Lcopard- 
stown on Sunday. Danoli ls 7- 1 
(William Hill) - the Tote go just 
5-1 - after his \ictuay in the Hcn- 
ncssy Gold Cup on the same 
card. Cooow Hill is 1U-1 (liite) 
- Corals go just 6*1 - following 
his second fence fall at 
San down on Saturday - while 
The Grc?- Monk who fell sis out 
in the Hennessy - is 16-1 

(William Hill) - the Tine go ju*a 

10 - 1 . 

Ian Davies 
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Spaoa.Tmctaar ik'rj J HamncBmi, 
i In Swpportw (K Pm 

S ama re t l n u ',D Nichols on' 

preo Mre iJ M LJcifefSoni _ 12-1 _ 
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■ u ardroore ShuWte U Gdfart? 20-1, 

Caatto Swa— iD Nc h ohnm 20-1 


_HIB_ LadbrokM _ Tote 

3.1 3.1 7-2 

frl ±1 4:1 

6-1 . 6.1 . . _G_1 

1.1 LI *1 

4W S-l— .5d 

14-1 12.1 14*1 

1 6-1 2 0-1 14-1 

»1__2CL1 

20;1 20-1 J6_l 

, 20-1 2 0.1 20 1 


Each-way a quarter the odds, otacts s 1.Z3 iChdicnham. Tuesday. 11 A larch' 


RACING RESULTS 


FONTWELL 

14ft 1. QUELQOE CHOSE ill Huijiesl 2 1 
LKlDoBaWaw 10-1:1 MU HouaalO-L 
ttaaa. 1 L «. «B MMten.TcaK £370: 0.40. 
£ 2 . 10 . £1-80. £190. Dual Forecast £26. CO. 
CSF: £21.57. Tncasr C167.S2.TiW £45.Ift 
Non ftornetv Honest Dave &Jo> For Utc. 

3. ID: X. SHREWD JOHN ID GJtagierl 
16 - L 2. Daar Do 1110 lav: X Whippets 
nnija U-4. 500.1 ^ 16. PASS KGronyi. 
Tote: mrO; £320. £130 DF: £7.80. CSF: 
£32.12. Wt ChmOTOnn Port. 

2.40: 1.JOVIE KBfG iBFMtiD 11-2; 2. 
A kTO rtre 11-2: 3. F a hs l alire 11-2. ISnra. 
7-2 fo rtStov «h>. 3. rk. (R Bucklori. Tote: 
£7.80; £2.10. £1-90. £2.60. Df: £15.00 
CSF' £31.52. In* £&3.30. 

lift L VDL PAR HUH iMr T Dounwnl 
4-6 tav: 2. Keep R 21pped 3 1: X Stroim- 
i aver 12-1 B ran. 7, Asl iF Dounen, 
Francei. Tote: £1 60: £ 1 . 20 . £ 1 . 10 , £2.60 
DF: £3.00. CSf: £3 d j 

140: 1 LESSONS LASS U Osborne) 
10030: 2. Naat Feat 2-1 tai: 3. Ftew Back 
16-1 8 ran. 12. 20. (Lady Hemes). Tote: 
S3JX: 12.00. tiro. OF: £6.40. CSF: 
£10.44. 

4JD: 2L BLACK CHTOOI IB Fotcto 11-2: 
2 . HareerCDnwdy 6 -L X ftoBceeamlhtte 
10-1 12 mn. 15-8 -r. Rose Nng i5m). 7. 
14. (R Romi. Tote: £530: £2.00. £110. 
£3.90. DF: £9.90. CSF: £3496. Tncasr 
£29620. Trio- £19.40. 

4i4ft L MACT (X AOAPIII 71: 2. Cow- 
er^toM 2-1 3 Hagaweed BnperiM 10- 1. 
8 ran. 7-4 tav Caidcbraon iJitu. 1 I’m. |R 
Detail. Tote: £5.70: il.GO. £1.30. £2.80. 
DF: £750. CSF: £21.48. 

Ptecapot £35.50. Quadpeta £7 .6a 
Place B: £29.80. Place St £15.15 

NEWCASTLE 

LM: 1 FOR CATHAL iP Naren) 74 tar. 
2. ftontm Prince 33-1 3. Back Brack 
14-1 Bran. IV 14. (Mn U Rndn). Tote: 
£2.60: £1 40. £2 90. £160. Dual Torecasi: 
£19.70. CSf: £4353 Ire £-14.00. Ncr ffov- 
nerCutenelW 

22ft L PALACE OF GOLD (W Doutag) 
25-1 2- Bre che rthwtata HI; 8 . Oakteey 
14-LA NortharaMcaa 14-1 IS ran. UJ 
fo ffenry HoofeL l’V 6 . il LunflD). Tote: 
£67 JO: £9.20. £220. £2.70. £4.50. DF: 
£402,60. CSF: £332.46. ItKSBt £4.63533 
Tno; £237.40 (pan wan, pool N £267.55 to 
LmgfeU 430 today). 

2J5fc L BOLD BOSS (B Storey! 4 5 foe 
2. FPcrety lUgt 25* 3. Hamantfft 16 1 
S ran. 5. 4. iG Moore'. You: £170. £130. 
£180. £1.20. DF: £1170. CSF: £2106. 

32ft 1 SCARBA rE Cd*Ji*iani a-1 2. 
IGagt Laua 20-1: 3. ngpnstcwn 20-1 4. 
Aide Memoir* 24-1 21 ran. 5-1 lav Galen 
< 6 mi. 3. 3. Il JeHetson/. T«a: £7.90; 
£130. £630. £19.70. £3.9a DF: £247.90- 
CSF: £16108. Tncast £2.912.27. 1 no: not 
won .pcd Of £65542 to LirtfieM 4.20 to- 
(Byi irenRunwrNewCnarEK- 

iso: 1 CEtnc SO-VBt moiart Cueai 
4-1: a. Gtae Ahead 11-2: 3. Sletamatlqae 
7-2 tav. a tan. 4, 10 . 1 Mrs S Sfrtthi. Toco: 
£S30. £3.70. £1 80,-£170. DF: £22.0a 
CSF: £24^4. Tncasr: £76.31. Ina £20.10. 
Non Runner. Humean* fnfew. 


«ro: 1 VW1P HAND IP CjrtVfTY' .'-7 fov. 
2. Darti Pkoanb 25-1:8. Menarei 33-1.20 
ran. 3V-. 7. U FicGcraldi. Tote £1 40; £120. 
£2.00, £9430. DF: £7.40. CSF; U5.75. Tno- 
£109.00. tt*. Santa Bartwct 
Jackpot £13:006.50 man won, red oi 
L1B.A8J31 to Caihsfr* tndayi. 

Pleoapot £74.80. Quadpct £14.30. 
PteceK £23230. PlaceS: £99 -u 

SOUTHWELL 

13ft 1 DAWAUB 1C Ruttcil J-l |l fo- 
2.TnrtyBay 7-1: 3. Private Ftebira 9-1. 14 
ran. 4-1 it fo, Baeart Lady. y.. 2. iD Hwn 
tones). Tote: £4.70. £2.60. £2.10. £3.10 
Df: £16.90. CSf: £30.12. Incuse £238.47. 
loo- £86.40. 

2-00: L TREASURE TOUCH iD HcAirH 
4-7 foe 2. Manrere 7-1; S. Castle Ashby 
Jack 6- 18 ran. 6, a iGMoon-i. Tote: £140: 
£140. £2.90. £1.40. DF; 15.10. CSF- 
£S4i 

2TO:l.ELNIDOiUsRCfoM 10-1; 2. 
Golden Hadaer 2 -1 tav. 3. Coleridge 8-1 
1* ran. 1, 4. id Chapmani. took £14.20: 
£4.30. £1.50. £1.60 DF- £35.10. CSF. 
£30.72. Incas; £175.57. Tuo: £55.50 
100: i. WILDFIRE iSSanfeni 10-12. 
Mrtton 11 10 tre 3. Kkwnrartyn CM 7 2 
9 ran. 4, & (RMchwsu- tete: £930; £230. 
£3.50. £1.30. DF: I1D.60. CSF: £2L0J. In- 
case £46.56. I no- £11.50. 

3TO: L KMOCraP BOV iA Ctrti 11 2: 
2. Yeoman ODrer 7 L 3. (Ur Shaadi 9 1. 
9 ran. 11-4 it lavs Domsto FTi-er 2 libcreun 
l4thl. 6. 6. 1M Ryani. Tetw £5.30: £1 50. 
£5.90. £3 30 DF: £23 JO. CSf: £4205. In 
cast: £32031. Trex £10.M. NR: Moairch. 

43W 1 EUON LEDGER IS SmPta 13-6: 
2. MyttDMilMrtra 1 13; 3. Swrea Of Pri- 
ority 6-4 |». 7 ran. 2-/., r. ,Mr>, n 
M acautay). Tote: £2.80: £150. £190. DF: 
£5.00. CSF: tKTa 

430: 1 UVE PROJECT ( 0 HoftinJI 4-1 
ta: 2. Pleasure Trick 6-1; 1 Antta’s Con* 
teste 13-2. 14 ran. l , s 2. ,M Jofmoni. 
Tote: £4.90; £3.80. £3.30. £2.70. DF. 
£ 19-SG CSF; £26.62. Incal £155. lft Tno: 
£38.40. 

Ptecepoe £49.70. Qwdpoc £15.40. 
i ft £45 03 Ptscs & £18 78. 
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sport 


Some of English football’s most famous grounds will disappear under the bulldozer this summer. In the first of an 
occasional series, Phil Shaw meets Stoke City's favourite son who recalls the great days of the Victoria Ground 


Sir Stanley Matthews surveys what was once his kingdom, the Victoria Ground, Stake: ‘When l goto see them at the new ground if fi be fike watching them play away* 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


Last days of Sir Stan’s spiritual home 


S ir Stanley Matthews 
strolls along the grass 
which overlaps the 
louchline at the Victoria 
Ground. “Were on the pitch, 
Derek!" be shouts, like a 
naughty schoolboy. The 
groundsman's head pops 
round a door to deliver an 
equally playful riposte: “You 
could never play even when 
you were on it” 

Matthews, who celebrated' 


his 82nd birthday on Saturday, 
laughs and moves on. only 
slightly more gingerly than 


move because they need more 
modern facilities for the 21st 
century, yet when I go to see 
them at the new ground it'll be 
like watching them play away." 

Although his name runs 
through Stoke's history like a 
crack in porcelain, it was not 
there that Matthews became be- 
sotted with the game he graced 
for three decades as the master 
winger. In the parochial Pot- 
teries, the Old Recreation 
Ground, then home to Port Vhle 
(now a car park), was a Hanley 


when he dribbled defenders to 
distraction on the other side 
of that white line. One of the 
most famous men on the plan- 
et is never more at ease than 
when he is here, among the 
apprentices and lea-ladies of 
Stoke City. 

In August, when Stoke be- 
gin a fresh era in the new Bri- 
tannia Stadium. Matthews 
will be present in his role as 
dub president and ardent fan. 
The road leading to the site is 
to he called Stimknr Matthews 


bo/s theatre of dreams. 


handicap race. 1 had a 40-yard 
start and won easily. I won it 
three years in a row.” 

Matthews did not go back be- 
fore the day in 1930 when his 
father informed him he would 
be joining Stoke. *"1 was a Vfcle 
supporter," he said, tickled by 
the notion, “but in those days 
if your dad told you to jump in 
a river, you had to." 

His arrival as an apprentice 
coindded with die appearance 
of a roof on that other endur- 
ing symbol of Stoke's spirit, the 



toke, two miles away, might 
as well have been in a different 
world, though he had been tak- 
en there as early as 1920. “My 
father brought me down to run 
iu a junior handicap sprint 
when 1 was five," he recalled. “I 
was too shy and I cried, so we 
went home. 

“He brought me back when 
I was six to run in a 100-yard 


Boothen End. According to 
id white 


Matthews, the red and 
stripes always tried to ensure 
they were attacking it in the 
second half as they do to this 
day. 

Now it is Britain’s largest sur- 
viving terrace, in terms of ca- 
pacity, with room for nearly 
10.000 partisans. Three years 
ago it had its most distinguished 
visitor. “I wanted to see how the 


crowd reacted during a game, 
and I tell you, the noise was fan- 
tastic," Matthews said, lifting his 
hands to cover bis ears. “I must 
do it again before the end of the 
season." 

Opposite where the “Delilah" 
singers gather is the Stoke End, 
or Town End, which remained 
open to.ihe elements until 1979. 
When he ran out for his home 
debut, 47 years earlier, Matth- 
ews remembers that clouds of 
smoke from the potbanks and 
factories blackened the skyline 
above it. 

The main stand was erected 
in 1922 and replaced in 1960, 
when the players could moon- 


light for a shilling an hour lay- 
ing the concrete surfacing it, 
the Butler Street stand opened 
in 1933,' enabling Stoke to 
squeeze in a club-record crowd 
of 51380 for Arsenal's visit 
two years later. 

“It was Easter Monday and 
we drew 0-0. ‘Bo/ Bastin and 
Alex James played for them and 
people were sitting round the 
track on benches," Matthews 
said “So many wonderful mem- 
ories axe bound up in this 
place." 

Among his most vivid are the 
day Stoke crashed Leeds 8-1 in 
1934 (“I scored four - 1 was a 
■goalsoorerin those days!") and 
his homecoming against Hud- 
dersfield in 1961 after a 14-year 
sojourn with Blackpool. The 46- 
year-old gave England's Ray 
Wilson the runaround before a 
crowd of 36,000, six times the 
average. 

TWo years later came the win 


over Luton which sealed the 
Second Division title, including 
a by-now rare Matthews goal. 
“Jimmy Mcllroy put me 
through to beat the offside 
trap," he said, as though it were 
yesterday. “The pitch was very 
muddy because we used to wa- 
ter it to suit all our old players." 

When be finally bowed out of 
active service;, helping Stoke de- 
feat Fulham five days after he 
turned 50 and a month after be- 
coming football's first knight, 
the affair between national 
treasure and local landmark 


appeared to be over. After an 
ilHated so 


ted spell as manager of Port 
We, he moved abroad and 
did not return to North 
Staffordshire until seven years 
ago- 

A record released locally 
once imagined “Stan Matthews 
on the wing forStokeat the age 
of 84". It proved quite prescient: 
his honorary position means he 




Why the requested that his ti- 
tle be left off. preferring peo- 


ple to remember him as a 
footballer). Bui he fears as 
much may be lost as is gained 
when their home of 1 19 years 
is bulldozed away. 

“It won’t be the same for 
me," he said. “Stoke have to 


What is currently a building site on waste- 
land in the Batteries oould be a World Cup 
venue within 10 years, according to the 
chairman of the company set up to run 
Stoke Ci^s new 28,000-seat stadium. 

Ted Smith, who is also leader of Stoke- 
on-Trent's Labour council, intends to ap- 
ply to bring group matches to the city if 
the FA beats off Germany's bid to stage 


the finals in 2006. “It has evetythinga> 
ing for it in terms of capacity and trans- 
port links," he said. 

The short-term priority is to have the 
£14.7m arena - which will be known as 
The Britannia Stadium to Bowing a £13m 
sponsorship deal with the building so- 
ciety of that name - ready for the start 
of next season. Work began in October 


in an area called Sideway (pronounced 
Sidderwayj and, despite scare stories to 
the contrary, the developers have assured 
Smith and the club that they will meet 
the deadline. 

Stoke supporters appear divided be- 
tween those who approve of the name, 
^id its grandiose connotations, and those 
who argue that the club have sold their 


heritage for less, than the cost of an av- 
erage Premiership player. . 

The complex wW also house indoor and 
outdoor sports facilities, a health club, 
restaurant conference suite and busi- 
ness centre. Substantial fonding has beat 
received from the council and the Foot- 
ball Trust 

Phil Shaw 


can walk the flanks of what he 
calls “my spiritual home" to his 
heart’s content (Derek the 
groundsman permitting) be- 
fore the last match, againsl 
West Brom, on 4 May. 

“It’s going to be an emotional 
occasion. Stoke-on-Ttent people 
are very sentimental, and they’ll 
be buying the seats, the barri- 
ers, even chunks of turf. One of 
the waitresses here said to me: 
‘See that sign for Block C on the 
Boothen End -do you think you 
can get it for me?’ Her hus- 
band’s been meeting friends un- 
der H for years and wants it as 
a souvenir " 

Sir Stan himself win settle for 
the memories, for thoughts of 
comrades and opponents, many 
long gone. Tears will not em- 
barrass him the way they did as 
a child. Afterwards, as befits a 
positive man who actually 
prefers looking forward to 
dwelling on the past, he will 
drive away. There will be no nos- 
talgic returns. 

He may, however, be excused 
a last, lingering glance as he 
reaches his other home. “If I step 
on to the road outside my bouse, 
I can see Stoke's floodlights," he 
explained Did be move there be- 
cause of its proximity to the Vic- 
toria Ground? “No, it was the 
place my wife liked.” he said with 
a chuckle, “but it was pretty 
handy all the same." 


Arsenal left waiting on Wright Safety in numbers for Brown 



.Arsenal will make a 
late decision on Ian 
Wright for tonight's 
FA Cup fourth-round 
tie against Leeds at 
Highbury. 

Wright was a laic substitute 
in the goalless Premiership 
draw between the sides at El- 
iand Road on Saturday and is 
still struggling with a hamstring 
strain and a touch of flu. .An- 
other Hu victim, Nigel Winter- 
bum. missed training yesterday. 

Marlin Keown will return to 
the defence after suspension, al- 
though Dennis Bcrgkamp must 
complete a three-match ban, 
which could mean another strik- 
ing role for Paul Merson, who 
needs only one more goal to 
complete a century of goals for 
the Highbury club. 


Wimbledon meet Manchester 
United tonight - for the third 
time in 11 days -in their fourth- 
round replay at Selhurst Park. 

The Dons haw looked a shad- 
ow of their usual cbullien t selves 
recently as their congested fixture 
1st begins to rake its toll, but their 
manager. Joe Kinnear, is confi- 
dent that tiredness and niggling 
injuries \vflj be forgotten at kick- 
off. Kin near said: “Tiredness 
doesn't come into it. but we 
know now that we've got a 
nine-day break after this, so its 
just a question of pulling some- 
thing out of the bag." 

United will welcome back 
Nicky Butt and Ronny Johnsen; 
Butt has been out of action since 
taking a kick on the top of his 
instep on New Year's Day, 
while Johnsen has missed the 


last three starts because of a 
hamstring strain. 

Woking, the GM Vhuxhall 
Conference side who held 
Coventry to a 1-1 draw at High- 
field Road last week, have the 
chance to earn a fourth-round 
tie against Blackburn if they win 
tonight's replay at Kingfield. 

“It's the biggest night in our 
history. It's a complete sell-out 
of 6,000 and we had to turn 
away around 2,000 people last 
Thursday," Geoff Chappie, the 
Woking manager. saicL 

Chappie is likely to name the 
same side that started last week. 
Coventry's new signing from Bir- 
mingham. Gary Breen, is cup- 
tied. so Brian Borrows, dropped 
to make way for Breen, is re- 
called, but John Salako is still ab- 
sent with a back injury. 


PHIL SHAW 


Scotland yesterday named 27 
players, believed to be their 
largest squad in 126 years of 
playing internationals, for the 
rearranged World Cup qualifi- 
er against Estonia in Monaco a 


week tonight Given their op- 
the 


ponents’ modest pedigree, 
words sledgehammer and nut 


a Scottish Premier programme 
scheduled for Saturday, the 
size of the party provided in- 
surance against withdrawals. 

“Nowadays you need 18 play- 
ers for a Fife match. 11 to play 
and seven substitutes," the Scot- 
land manager said. “We've got 
Tom Boyd, John Collins, John 
Spencer and Craig Burley all 
doubtful because of injury. I 


may seem apposite, 


didn't want to be phoning 
: leave on 


plus Sweden away, matches 
that will probably decide 
whether they go back to France 
for the finals next summer. 

McStay. who won his 73rd 
and most recent cap against 
Australia last March, returns af- 
ter a serious ankle injury. Ian 
Ferguson, in whose form the 
manager has detected “greater 
deftness", is back in favour 


raig Brown, who has re- 
called Paul McStay and given 
Wimbledon's Neil Sullivan an 
opportunity to press his goal- 
keeping claims, explained that 
be already had fitness doubts 
about several of those named. 
With many Premiership dubs 
having matches this week, and 


around just before we 
Sunday looking for players ” 
As well as seeking a victory 
that would put Scotland four 
points clear at the top of Group 
Four, Brown plans to use the 


nearly three years after his last 
. Duncan Ferguson is also in- 


trip to Monte Carlo for squad 
:nd of 


bonding. Before the e 
April the Scots face Estonia and 
second-placed Austria at home 


cap. Duncan Ferguson i 
eluded, 26 months since his 
last appearance. 

The selection of the Surrey- 
born Sullivan, who has a Scot- 
tish grandfather, is a long-term 
expedient. He will not play in 
Monaco, and even an interim 
injury to J im Leigh ton or Andy 
Goram would not guarantee 


him a place on the bench, but 
Brown was unapologetic about 
choosing an Englishman. 

“Neil's eligible so we’re tak- 
ing him to see if he shapes up," 
he said “We have enough hand- 
icaps without imposing new 
ones on ourselves. If he turned 
out to be worid-dass, I'd be kick- 
ing myself. When Scotland won 
the rugby Grand Slam, no one 
said anting about Sean Lineen 
being a New Zealander." 

SCOTLAND SQUM> IWertJ Cup Gra*» Four* 
Estonia, Monaco. Itesd* 11 Faftrnayfc 
Urigbton (Htaman), Gom (Rangeraj. Howie 
(MoBtenwH). Sofflvan (Wbrtjtodonn Boyd, T 
MeKWqy, McNamara. McStay tel CaUci. Bur- 
tay tChaseoi. Catdonmod fToOMthanv, CoMna 
(Monaco). D Fa* 0 u«n (Ewnonl 


Handky, B McKHay ial 


Hfl Rangn). ( 

BbcMwml, 


(Nonwiarti Foresn. D Jadcson (HfcartfafU, Jaw, 
6 MdUDster (baft C01WSM. Lambert (Baros- 
M Dortrmixn. 8 McAUWer fWmbiedan). 


Rwi 0 ws). Whyte (M«* 


(Soften). Soanoar (Queen's Ram 
ftfesfirougi). 


Woods leaves his 


challenge too late 


Golf 


Mark O'Meara held oil a sus- 
tained challenge from Tiger 
Woods to secure a one-shot 
victory in the Pebble Beach 
National Pro-Am in California 
for the fifth lime since 1985. 

Woods hirdied the 16th and 
17lh. but O'Meara responded in 
kind to take a two-stroke lead to 
the last Woods missed a 40-foot 
eagle putt on the I8th and fin- 
ished with an eighi-u odor-par 
round of 64 and a final total of 
269. 19 under. 

It was an incredible finish bv 
Woods, who was ltl strokes be- 
hind after 36 holes but played 
the last 36 holes in only 127, 
shooting a 63 on Saturday. 


O’Meara’s 268 broke the 
tournament record set by Peter 
Jacobsen in 1995 bv three 
strokes. “I really didn't play 
well this week," O’Meara said. 
“I just kept my composure and 
putted welL" 

Nick Faldo and Sandy Lyle 
both had disappointing final 
rounds. Faldo finishing with a 
73 fora total of 282. 14 shots be- 
hind O’Meara, and Lyle a 74 to 
finish a shot further back. 

■ Tony Jacklin tied for fifth 
place behind the winner, Gibby 
Gilbert, at the Royal Caribbean 
Classic in Honda. Jacklin end- 
ed with a three-round final to- 
tal of 208, five under par, sax shots 
adrift of Gilbert. Scotland’s Bri- 
an Barnes finished on of 225. 

Scores, Digest, page 23 


Capper ends Norton’s run 


Hockey 


BILL COLW1LL 


Phil Capper, with two first-half 
goals increasing his season's 
tally to 15, brought to an end 
Norton’s 100 per cent record at 
the top of the First Division of 
the North Premier as Formby 
beat them 2-0 m a rearranged 


game on Sunday. 

Formby, the draw specialists 


and now the only remaining 
unbeaten side in the league, 
are still eight points behind 
Norton and have played a 
game more. They were held to 
a 1-1 draw on Saturday against 
Ben Rbydding. whose goal- 
keeper, Warwick Smithers, had 
an outstanding game. Norton 
bad comfortably beaten 
Harrogate 4-0. 


In the Women’s North Pre- 
mier, Poynton, with a 3-2 win 
over their nearest rivals, Black- 
burn. have now opened up a six- 
point lead. 

There was also defeat for the 
Nastro Azzurro South Premier 
leaders, Anchorians, who went 
down 3-1 to visiting Fare ham 
with goals from Scott Shiriey, 
Alan Hendra and the veteran 
Colin Bradbury. Andy Simmons 
scored Anchorians’ consolation. 

The Kent side, however, still 
lead Hampstead and Westmin- 
ster- who thrashed Wokingham 
7-1 - by one point. Hampstead 
are now eight points ahead of 
High Wycombe, -who moved 
into third place following their 
5-0 win against Ashford, with 
Tun Prior collecting a hat-trick. 

In the Women’s South Divi- 
sion One there was also the first 


defeat of the season for the 
leaders. Tulse Hill, beaten 1-0 
by City of Portsmouth, although 
they remain six points clear of 
Horsham. 

Cambridge City march on in 
the Adnams East Premier. They 
finished 3-1 winners at 
Colchester, with Gareth 
Machin scoring a brace. 

There was no change at the 
top of the DTZ Midland, how- 
ever, with Loughborough Stu- 
dents still going strong. Nor was 
there any movement in the 
SunLife West, where Robinsons 
collected a 2-0 win at home to 
Taunton Vhle. In the Women’s 
West, Bournemouth beat the 
leaders, GohvalL 2-1 to take over 
top place, with Redland slipping 
into second place ahead of Col- 
wah, who have a game in hand 
over both sides. 


Early effort provides 
dividends for Cardiff 


Ice hockey 


STEVE PJNDER 


After a month of nailbiting 
fixtures, the Superleague games 
at the weekend saw the closest 
margins of defeat as Cardiff 
Devils beat Manchester Storm 
5-2 and Nottingham Panthers 
overcame Newcastle Cobras 
3-1. 

Devils' finishing in the first 20 
minutes was the answer. With 
a one shot on goal advantage of 
16 to 15. John Finnic scored 
four tunes for Cardiff while 
Storm's lone success came from 
Craig Woodcraft. 

The second period saw 
George Swan increase Devils’ 
lead and Storm fell out of con- 


tention with two players being 

awarded 10-minute" penalties 

and Martin Smith a game mis- 
conduct. Their sole consolation 
was another Woodcraft goaL 
The third period was scoreless 
but the margin of 5-2 could have 
been greater if Devils had not 
lost Steve Thornton in the first 
with concussion and Steve 
Moria in the second to a knee 
injury. 

Coupled with their 4-0 win 
over Ayr Scottish Eagles on Sat- 
urday, with Stevie Lyle deflect* 
mg 29 shots for the shut-out, 
Devils maintain their lead, fol- 
lowed by a Sheffield Steelers 
side four points behind in what 
is now a two-team race. Ayr, 


Newcastle and Nottingham are 
in contention for thud place. 



Atherton«j 
fishes as 
Cairns 
suffers 



Cricket 


England took a day off yester- 
day while New Zealand fretted 


rue 
ce ,ta |n 


over the fitness of their talent- 
ed all-rounder, Chris Cairns, for 
the second Test which begins at 
Basin Reserve, Wellington, on 
Thursdav. 

Mike Atherton, the England- , 
captain, attempted to forgrjjr'va 
the embarrassing 90-run defetff 
against the Kiwis' second string 
bv going fishing. Cairns, mean- 
while, was nursing his left an- 
kle after twisting it during a 
benefit match. 

The Nottinghamshire player 
was not able to bowl during New 
Zealand’s net practice todayand 
if he cannot practice tomorrow 
it is unlikely that he will be 
risked for the Test. 

Cairns is a vital member of 
the Kiwi team, sound enough 
with the bat to gp in at No 6. as 
well as a pace bowler able to act 
as third or fourth seamer. 

Several of New Zealand's 
Test team, plus England's Alec 
Stewart and Graham Thorpe, 
played in the benefit game for 
the "Wellington all-rounder 
Gavin Larsen - an event which 
attracted a crowd of 8,000. 

Cairns had hit 26 for Larsen's 
team when he turned his ankle 


ceiving ice treatment. In 
tion to swelling there is some 
soft tissue damage, although the 
injury did not require an X-ray. 

While Atherton took up rod 
and line, some of his team 
favoured more exciting relax- 
ation on the go-kart trade. A lo- 
cal winery in Marlborough also 
proved a distraction. 

The England coach. David 
Lloyd, carted his golf clubs to 
New Zealand’s top course, the 
testing Peraparaumu links just 
up the coast from Wellington, 
while he pondered at least one 
and probably two changes to tteg 
Test team. 

The off -spinneT Robert Croft 
is likely to replace Craig White 
and Chris Suverwood, the 21- 
year-old Yorkshire fast bowler, 
is pressing hard for inclusion 
ahead of Alan Mullally. 


Richart 


broad 


for Bri 


ligby Union 
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Carden 
ousted as 


president 


Rugby League 


DAVE HADF1ELD 



Graham Carden, the man wide- 
ly blamed for the financial and 

g romotional disaster of Great 
.ritain’s tour last year, has 
been ousted as part of a rescue , 
package for the game in Ne| 
Zealand. 

Carden, the president of tl 
New Zealand Rugby Let 
was also paid, through his i 
keting company, to promote i 
Test series - something he f 
to do successfully - and 
now to pay the price. He i 
to step down next month 
a meeting at which St 
League officials unde 
clear the NZRLs debts and. to 
set up a five-year plan to keep 
it solvent in the future. 

Carden, who had the WonW. 
Nines taken out of his cont^? 4, 
after one. loss-makingyear, and 
has also been blamed for the 
debts run up by New Zealand’s 
domestic competition, the Lion 
Red Cup, said: “I’ve put a lot of 
time and effort into rugby 
league and I’ve taken a lot of 
criticism-. Now I believe it’s time ' 
to give someone else the chance 
to make a contribution. I’ve 
come to the realisation that the 
game of rugby league in New 
Zealand is suffering because of 
my involvement" 

The Rugby League’s chief ex- 
ecutive, Maurice Lindsay, has 
said in Australia that he has 
turned down the chance to 
become chairman of the Tote in 
order to remain in his present 
role. Lindsay, in Tbwnsville for 
the World Nines and the mgffv 
ing of Super League's internd* 
tional board, said that he had 
been approached to take the job. 

“For a lad. front the wrong 
side of the tracks, it was a real 
honour to even be considered," 
he said. “But I have worked for 
years to get rugby league into 
the strong position ii is in. I'm 
not about to quit now." 

Bobbie Ooulding, the St He- 
lens scrum-half and captain, has 
submitted a written transfer re- 
quest as the latest move in his 
pay dispute. Saints, preparing 
this week for the Silk Cut Chal- 
lenge Cup tie against Wigan on 
Saturday, say that they have 
had no inquiries for Goukfeig 
since his dissatisfaction became 
public and that his request will 
be discussed “in due course". 

Wigan expect to arrange 
new work permit for Va’aiga 
Tuigamala in time for Jum to 
play on Saturday. 
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sport fS 


The Antipodean countries may produce fine teams. But they 
certainly seem to come up with some lamentable referees 


L^Saturday, before setting off for 
Car Jff, I was about to telephone 
the bookmaker with a double on 
Wales and England. Then I hesi- 
tated and withdrew. I had a doubt: 
... not about whether Wales would 
beat Ireland, which I thought they 
would manage fairly easily, but 
about whether England would beat 

Scotland. 

Those who simply read scorelines 
. or confine their viewing to the ex- 
- cerpts shown on television news may 

think my judgement was more than 

, usually awry. Having looked ai the 

h ill-, video after my return from Whies, 
I am not ashamed. The match might 
easily have gone the other way. 

•. This is not to detract from the 
English performance. WDI Carling, 
as everyone has written, had a mar- 
vellous game. It is a great pjtv. 


though understandable enough, 
that he is not making himself avail- 
able for the Lions in South Africa. 
Richard Hill may have solved the 
open-sidb problem which has puz- 
zled England since the retirement 
of Peter Wmteibottom. The English 
forwards are formidable, though 
Mania Johnson and Simon Shaw are 
not yet quite Lhe force hi the Jine- 
out that everyone expected them 
to be. 

Nevertheless, the Scots might 
have won: If Rowen Shepherd had 
kicked a fairly easy penalty, so 
bringing bis side to' within three 
points: tf Rob Wainwrigfuhad been 
allowed a perfectly good tiv; and if 
the referee, Paddy O'Brien of New 
Zealand, had not awarded England 
an undeserved penalty try. O'Brien 
cannot be blamed for disallowing 


Whinwright’s effort On television - 
showing that the camera really can 
lie after all - ii looked doubtful from 
the back, where O'Brien was posi- 
tioned but unquestionable from the 
front. After the match, moreover, 
Whinwright himself said on televi- 
sion that he did not know for 
certain whether be had scored. 

The award of the penalty try, was 
by contrast, indefensible. If backs en- 
croach for the first time, which is all 
the Scots did. the correct course is 
to award a kick at goal. I had pre- 
viously thought that the fashion for 
penalty tries, inaugurated by Tony 
Spreadbuiy at the Oxford v Cam- 
bridge match a couple of seasons 
ago, was confined to the Courage 
First and Second Divisions. Now that 
the contagion has spread to the Five 
Nations' Championship, h is sure- 


Richardson 
broadside 
for Brittle 


fr, Rugby Union 

& CHRIS HEWETT 

If revolutionaries inevitably end 
tp devouring their own, they 
lose nothing m the appetite de- 
partment to dyed-in-the-wool 
traditionalists like John 
Richardson, the affable presi- 
dent of the Rugby Football 
Union. Richardson yesterday 
reached the end of his tether 
with the antics of his own ex- 
ecutive chairman. Cliff Brittle, 
effectively telling him either to 
shut op or step down. 

... ft was the second time in less 

0 ^ than a week that Richardson, 
frustrated by his colleague's 
ongoing campaign to discred- 
it the RFLTs agreement with its 
< senior dubs, fell the need to fire 

a public sbdt across the bows of 
the Good Ship Brittle. This 
. oriewas more of a cannonball 
than a bullet, however. 

“l am sad that Cliff, after all 
heiiardone; feels ft .proper to 
publicise his criticism of a de- 
cagon democratically taken af- 
ter lengthy debate," said the 
president, adding pointedly that 
thefidJ RFU committee ratified 
the peace deal by 50 votes to 
four at their meeting last Thurs- 
day night. 

'The RFU committee asked 
Cliff to consider his position. 
Members were prepared to 
agree to his request for further 


Rusedski on the rise 


Tennis 


Greg Rusedski has jumped 17 
places in the latest ATP world 
rankings after reaching the 
final of the Croatian Indoor 
Championship in Zagreb. 

Rusedski, beaten 7-6, 4-6, 7-6 
by the world No 2, Goran Ivani- 
sevic. in Sunday's final, yesterday 
rose from 56 to 39 and is now 
only six places below his higbest- 


ever ranking - 33 - which he 
achieved in January last year. 

The British No 1, Ton Hen- 
man, has dropped one place 
from 16 to 17 despite resting last 
week. In the same week last year 
he reached the S hanghai Open 
semi-finals and now loses the 
ranking points he gained then. 

Henman next plays in the 
Dubai Open, starting on 10 Rb- 
ruajy. Rusedski is at the Sybase 
Open in San Jose that week. 
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time for deliberation, trusting 
that he would stop publicly 
criticising and challenging de- 
cisions democratically reached 
by the governing body. It would 
appear from his recent actions 
that his position as chairman of 
the executive and officer of the 
union is becoming less and less 
tenable." 

Richardson and his colleagues 
were last night awaiting a re- 
sponse from the chairman, who 
has threatened to call a Special 
General Meeting to challenge 
the accord with the dubs. 

Away from the political are- 
na, Wasps completed the sign- j 
ing of the strung-running centre 
Rob Henderson from London 
Irish - a shrewd investment, giv- 
en Damian Hopley’s long-term 
injury problems and Va'aiga 
Ttrigamala's return to rugby 
league. Henderson, capped 
twice by Ireland, has negotiat- 
ed a release from his contract 
with the Exiles and moves 
across the capital in a four-year 
deal 

"London Irish was like a 
second home to me. but l was 
becoming stale,” Henderson 
said yesterday. “This is an ex- 
citing opportunity and is sure to 
help me gain a regular place in 
the Ireland team." 

Ihe Wasps director of rugby, 
Nigel MeMQe, said: “Rob is ex- 
actly the type of strong, at- 
tacking player we need." 



ALAN WATKINS 


ly time for drastic remedial action 
to be taken by means of dear 
instructions to referees. Alas, my 
suspicion is. on the contrary, they 
have been insi reeled to award as 
many penalty tries as they can. 

The Antipodean countries may 
produce fine teams and accom- 


plished players. But they certainly 
seem to come up with some 
lamentable referees. At Cardiff the 
performance of Wayne Erickson of 
Australia was only a slight im- 
provement on O’Brien's at 
liviekenham. 

Here is an example: an Irish play- 
er almost took Robert How-ley's 
head off with a dangerous tackle - 
another area that needs to be sort- 
ed out - between the Welsh 22 and 
half-way line. Hawley survived, 
and Wales progressed to the Irish 
22. At this point a touch-judge in- 
tervened to inform the referee of 
the offence which had been com- 
mitted several minutes previously. 
He whistled up, brought Wales 
back nearly 5u yards and Neil 
Jenkins found touch. What on 
earth was the point of that? 
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Still, it was an coating match. Fifty 
years ago ntgby coaches warned 
their young charges against be- 
coming muscle-hound. Being mus- 
cle-bound was. it appeared, even 
more perilous than being a weakling. 
Even excessive hOdne could, we were 
assured, lead to this distressing 
condition in the legs. As for “body 

building", which it was called at the 
lime. why. that was little short of a 
sexual perversion. 

All that changed sometime in the 
1960s, when “weights" became not 
only respectable but essential fora 
nighy player. Since then the process 

has accelerated. Today's players are 
finer, faster and stronger. This is why 
compiling a Lions XV since 1971, 
or. whatever the game may be. 
though agreeable entertainment 
for a winter's evening, is ultimate- 


ly a futile exercise. Certainly the for- 
wards, and probably the hacks, of 25 
years ago could not the with their 
successors today. 

And yet... and vet... the level of 
skill has unquestionably diminished. 
The number of times someone from 
the Welsh from five knocked on nr 
spilled the ball could not easily be 

counted. The Irish proved only 
slightly more adept, in the English 
side, ii is a minor miracle when 
Tim Rodber manages to hang on to 

anything. 

Even the handling of such a 
gifted Scottish back as Gregor 
Townsend is suspect. These faults ary 
easy enough to remedy. All that is 
needed is a little practice. Accord- 
ingly mv message for the week is: 
stop pumping iron and stun 
catching b alls. 


‘Clean’ McCall 
ready to face 
drugs test 


Atta Skaardal heads for a second successive supergrant slalom world title yesterday Photograph: Raul Hanna/Reuter 


Boxing 


Oliver McCall was warned to ex- 
pect a drugs test soon alter his 
arrival in Las Vegas yesterday 
for his vacant World Boxing 
Council heavyweight title show- 
down against Lennox Lewis. 

McCall has recently under- 
gone his third drugs rehabilita- 
tion programme, but stresses 
that he is “clean and sober" be- 
fore Friday's rematch at the Las 
Vegas Hilton. “If the WBC 
don't test him. then we will as 
soon as he arrives in town," 
Marc Rainer, of the Nevada 
State Athletic Commission, said. 

“Lennox wiD not be tested but 
fighters like McCall, who have 
had a problem in the past, we 
check oul We are not suspicious 
of Oliver, but these things need 
to be done. It’s no secret what 
we are doing. Both men will have 
to take a lest after the fight un- 
! der our rules and the WBC's." 

Frank Maloney, Lewis's man- 
ager. said: “Thedrug rumours 
don’t worry Lennox. We think 
they may be a ploy to lull him 
into a fake sense of security. We 
are not going to be fooled’ by it. 
We are convinced McCall will 
be in the best shape of his life.” 

McCall look Lewis’s WBC 
crown at Wembley Arena in 
September 1994, winning by a 
shock second-round stoppage. 
After successfully defending 


the title against Larry Holmes. 
McCall returned to Wcmhlcv . 
only for Frank Bruno to take his 
title. 

“It was before the Bruno 
fight that 1 had my first encounter 
with drugs rehabilitation," Mo- 
Cail Slid “It failed 1 went about 
ft incorrectly. I was going to the 
clink: as an out-patient. 1 should 
hove signed on full-time. 

“The drugs and alcohol out- 
side overpowered me. I wasn't 
able to sustain myself. This 
lime I've controlled "myself. I'm 
dean and sober and Fm mim- 
ing well. Drugs and alcohol 
are a disease. I ain't control lhe 
disease, but I'm making myself 
responsible for my recovery. 

“If 1 slip again there can be 
no excuses. J hope I get sym- 
pathy now. I don't want to be 
running the streets. 1 have a wife 
and six children and want to 
raise my family properly." 

■ Nasecm HamcU's manager, 
Brendan Ingle, has dropped 
his objection to the appointment 
of an American referee, Rudy 
Battle, for Saturday's feather- 
weight unification bout against 
Tom “Boom Boom" Johnson. 
Ingle last week demanded Bat- 
tle be replaced by a neutral ref- 
eree. “I didn't think it was fair 
having an .American in charge," 
Ingle said. “But Nasecm isn't 
bothered who they put in and 
said not to worry about it. The 
matter is now dead and gone." 


Surprise success for Skaardal Hunter never in hunt 


Skiing 


Atie Skaardal a surprise win- 
ner of the super-giant slalom at 
Iasi year’s World Champi- 
onships, retained his title in Ses- 
triere yesterday, but again his 
success was unexpected. . 

“If this is true, if it's not a 
dream, I don't think 111 survive 
today. It's crazy,” said Skaardal, 
who has not won a World Cup 
race all season although he fin- 
ished second in downhills in 
Chamonix and VhJ Gardena. 

Yesterday Skaardal, who made 


his World Championship debut 
in Bonnio in 1985, sped down the 
Italian piste in lmm 29.68sec to 
beat his compatriot Lasse Kjus, 
the overall World Cup holder, 
who has been unfit for much of 
this Wradd Cup because of flu. He 
docked 1:29.89, edging out the 
Austrian veteran Gfinther Mad- 
er. Hans Knauss, Austria's young 
hope, who woq a super-G in \&J 
cflsere in December, missed a 
medal by O.Ofcec. 

Skaardal, starting fifth in 
bright sunshine on the Kanda- 
har-Banchetta piste that last 
hosted a major race in 1989 


when Luxembourg's Marc Gi- 
rardelli suffered a serious acci- 
dent, almost paid for ta k in g an 
aggressive line, nearly falling on 
the upper part of the course. 

Kjus, the seventh starter, was 
the fastest through two inter- 
mediates before slowing slight- 
ly. He was almost as stunned as 
Skaardal to be among the 
medals but be said his form and 
confidence had been improving 
since he returned to the circuit 
on 14 January. 

Mader, who was second in 
one of only two super-Gs raced 
this season, completed a trio of 


surprised medallists with bis first 
super-G medal. It was the sixth 
bronze, to add to one silver, that 
he has accumulated during his 
world and Olympic career. 

There was disappointment 
for the French, Italians and 
Swiss who had high hopes of a 
medal France’s Luc Alphand, 
who won the super-G in Laax 
last week, was left oul of the top 
10 and said be had a bad cold. 

Britain's Graham Bell made 
a number of mistakes and fin- 
ished 41st, three places behind 
the championship debutant, 
Andrew Freshwater. 


Snooker 


Mark Williams eased into the 
second round of the Benson and 
Hedges Masters at Wembley 
with a 5-1 victory over Paul 
Hunier yesterday. Williams was 
below his top form hut still far 
too good for his opponent, who 
received a wild-card imitation 
from the spe isors. 

Hunter foiled to show why he 
is widely regarded as the sport's 
leading" teenager. The lS-year- 
old from Leeds had his only suc- 
cess with a break of 79 in the 
third frame and later admitted 


to being overawed by the venue. 
Hunter's cause, however, was 
not helped when an outrageous 
fluked blue ensured a 2-0 lead 
for Williams. 

Hunter reduced his deficit to 
3-2 in the fifth frame, but hav- 
ing compiled a 60 break, he 
missed a simple black and 
Williams took the frame with an 
excellent 4b clearance to go 4- 1 
ahead. That proved the final 
blow for Hunier. as Williams, 
now the provisional world No 
5 after reaching the semi-finaLs 
of the Regal Welsh Open, com- 
fortably won ihe sixth frame to 
complete victoiy. 
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w American football 

Ftete Carrofl, the defensive coordinator 
ot the Sen Francisco 49er5, has signed 
a five-year contract to be the heed coach 
of the New England Patriots, succeed- 
.• mg BHT ParcelB who resigned last 
week. In 1994 Carroll was the heed 
coach of the New *rtyk jets. 

Cay Btendhart. Of the tisSanapeite Celts, 
kicked a 37-yard field goal eight min- 
utes into overtime to give tie AFC a 
26-23 victoiy over the NFC in the Pro 
- Bowl in Hawaii en Sunday. Btanchaitf 
had missed two of three field goal at- 
tempts, Including a 41-yard effort ear- 
. Ber in overtime. 

PRO BOIML {Honolulu): ATC 26 NFC 23 to). 


BU&WEtsatiEAGUE [Sundays We ra- 
■MUnknlnw 112 Ufcvtt««6& Bmv 
Ingram BJCiysBU Palace 79 ; Leoparts 86 

Chestw.BOj.airteid 106 Newcastle 103 . 
Kit* go. ^ 

Chester Jets’ Mike Burton has been 
named Januays Budweiser Coach of 
the ^onth after a five-match unbeaten 
a{UU-taTWHamltwi. the Worthing Bears 
pte^me„HKjn the player of the month 


.ferouf^iOit January, 

- NenVcrt 93 Chaflone 99: Orbndo 103 

. spfelWPBfKwJ 102; Seattle 84 Ctaagp 
91; k»ni 90 Cleveland 76; Boston 92 Van- 
wuyer lOtDeoo^ 97 Phoenix 106; Derwar 
■■ AUariat lOd; LA Latere 129 Washington 
.99. , ^ 


TODAY’S , 
NUMBER 


5*774 


Theiainbef ctf-Pete-Sarnpras’s 
points in fte, ATP- tour rartk- 
'ngs-^TSe world tenrits No 1 
has Amassed so many-fflathe 
could split them and still be 
$ ranked Kjpi^and No & in the 
wofltL-f^r- aw^r in second 
place . is Goran . Ivanisevic, 
• 2,212 points behmd. .... . _ 


Boxing 

Arxiy HoBgan, Britain's IfeW-weKeweiew 
champion, has been confirmed as me 
mandatory chaftengerto the Eumpean 
tide hoidet; Denmark’s Soren Sonder- 


Cricket 

SHEFFKLD SHELD Ch*U day of roortr Adc- 
Wda: South AusnaflB 293 PSLenrrann 76. 
B Young 56no, j O SuJdore 55l and 127 fbr 
& Taamana 425 V Cm 94. D F Hfls 59. D 
j Marsh 58, M N Atkinson 58). 


(Itrinl day): Gnqualand Wkst 91 and 166 (D 
Cmotes &431; Natal 413 far 3 flee. Natal 
boat BriqiWand West by an inniofc and 
1B6 runs. Btuemftxitrifl fTWrd day): Fitbo 
state 401 and 226 lor 3 fD Jordaan 103 not 
out): Bolder 367 for 9 dec (P J Botha 136, 
P N Nisten 56, M Boucher 63, H CBahtea 
043). Peart (Second de*fc Boland 204 and 
a 10* 0; Easem Prownca 263 W Batfv 
mere 89ro. G Moqffi 64). 

Football 

Shay Given, the Blackburn Rovers 
goalkeeper, has withdrawn from the fte- 
pubbe of tretwwf squoi for the fnereSy 
a^mst Wales at Cardiff next Tuesday 
Bolton's uncapped Keith Branagan is 
his Iftfiiy nelacement 
Rangera'Chllean striker Sebastian Ro- 
wS mis his country's Wtorid Cup 
fixture in Peru next week because of a 

damaged knee, flozental traveled to 
Santiaff* but could not prove his fitness 
sufliciemiy to join the rest of the na- 
tional squad. i 

Ralmundo Saporta. the man who I 
Irought Afiedo tfi Stefeno to ted Madrid 
to the 1950s and who organised the 
1382 World Cup finals in spank died 
from a kidney infection on Sunday. He 
was 70. 

FA CARLSeSWS VASE SbdtHOuvf <tnr 
Northwood v Banstead: GutetxHOutfi v 
TauniDixWhaDyvMassleyiNonhFgRttjyyQ*- 
Her Bow* Itomfaid or Bedtoem Temsis fTtes 
m be ptaflrt Saomh* 22 Febnaayi. 
SUHDKfS LATE HES tB . TS: S po nlg k 
CompoetOo l tBetwo ^ Tensile i iPmte 
14 ): loffwws l tsosa 187 ) Zaa&ra 2 Wj 
gw 51 . Poy« 90 ); Sewte 2 iBaSesterl 52 ) 
teal soewdad 3 lOra^ 84 , Maaohree. On 
pww 9 t»; vaeniaa l tognnga pan KISan- 

tender 1 lAto^gS); Spor^t^on 4 (Wta- 

IDW 26, LHfiflkhotf pm 42, Dme 57, Cano 
62) Esp»Vta 3 IBenffli 13. RaduewkJ 69, 
pen 78); torceiona 2 fftni 60, Hnna«o 68) 
0*0002100 75. 90);VaiWolld4ffWrondo 
17.Vtav34.ai0ii5ie(>oM)RajioVlate- 
cano 0: Advene Blbw 0 Real Sews (Alfonso 
5. (Mas 25, kmodenh 72); Real Madrid 3 
iParuaa IB. Hierro 53, 67) Oeporwc 

La Conjda 2 {Martins 52, Conxkao ID. 




Heard 61. 
Bwtama 
MKf 31, 
47).Ral- 
(X 


batMej 5.-53: IS B langw (Got 5.49; 18 D 
Duvffl (US) 5.42: 20 T Watson fUSl 535. 



FbotbaB 

7.30 unless SWPJ 
FACUPltVaMtOUHOPEPUtf 

Woking v Coiantry (7.43) 

CW> FOUKTO ROUND 

AnffUd v LMds flUD 

Potion v CtwatertleM (7.45) 

Patsrtxxm^i » Whntem (7^4S) 

FA CUP FOURTH-ROUND REPLAY 

WhnWedon v Manchester Utd (7.45)- 
lUDONWmE FOOTBAU. LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVtSION _ - 
BfnntePon » West Braun** (tJO> 
SECOND DIVISION 

Notts Cowaj » Bewnwmooai (7^3) - 
1WRDDMSKW 

Coteftostw V Loyten Oitont (7.45) 





Ice hockey 

NHL: Buffalo 2 wagftmgon 2 (otk petroh 4 
Dallas 3 to V: Anaheun 2 Colorado 5; NV 
Ranflers 2 Boston 3. 

SUPERLEAGUE (Soadoy's krta nsatts): 
Biadnef 3 fqt 7; Msnheaer 2 Cart«r 5; nb»- 
eaerie 1 Nnatog B iri 3. 
pftam LEAGUE fSandafs lots lesdtto: 
Medway A Gutttord 6; PBCyborougri 0 TeL 
fart 16: SoEhuD 8 Knesun 4; Swindon 5 
9k»0l3. 

NOBmERN PREMIER LEAGUE [Sunday's 
l8t*r»*utta):Bfad4)um6F)fe7; MunayfleVJ 
11 Dumfries 4: wwdey 10 Caafereagh 3. 

Motor racaqS 

DKVhONA 24 HOURS (Daytona Booeh.lha): 
X A watew. J Weaver (G8), R Dyson. B 

Leem^r. j Rai>. e Ffatwon aei F«d too 

IMS 04564 mfas. awgxxtt 102292 ir*W; 


AUTO WWDSCREENS SHIELD 
NORTISW SECTION SSCOHD ROUND 

DuraWy vStoebport (7-46) 

SOUTHERN SECTION SECOND ROUND 

N oi t Wiap t a n v URea (7-4S) — 

NOinHBtN SECTWN QUARTER-FVULS 

CrtweeWadqopl. y . 

York * CarOtid (7-45) — 

SOUTHERN SECTION QUUmjUTNALS: Peei- 
v Scunttapo flBness at 

TEMVSnS SCOTTISH CUP 

THIRD ROOM) 


Sanrickvn&kk. 


BEIL’S SCOTTISH LEMUE 

fSSTOMSHM 

Oydabmk v St Johnstone 

MDCtmvMMRoa — - — 

TMRD DMSXM 

CMKlMbMOivAMoaRovM 

Ensl StWJn* v IHoomise 

Fmfw v Artraatti — — ■ ... 

SMRNOfF HSH LEAGUE Pranrier DhtattE CaF 
oraVw v UrVaU (B.O). 

CAIOR COUNTY ANTRM SHIELD Pinal: Baiy- 
menavCWonufle far WMScr Part, BaKasu. 
HARP LAOBR NATIONAL LEAGUE OF BS1AND 
Pre mi er HMefarn: sronrodi Raven « Finn 
Han* (7.45). 

aMWIttHAILCeweRHHeESpaMeSCtel- 
leqpt Cop uoMtaei Hret-wp fambwouih v 
KOaemvisier 17.451. 

DR IIARTENS LEAGUE Premier DMcleK Oa* 
leywAtftfortL Midaiid DMUoic Beowxm * »«)- 
ditch SauUiem DMsfaK weoon-supar-AAm v 
Havam r7^5j. 

■CIS LEAGUE FMCDMCfaK vwiyieieele vim- 

S i a Uflcnam (745); WdtorBnam * AASmum 
45). second ONWoic Q*bt Raw & wrtort 
vBnjnel 17.49; tem*^vMfaiom(7.45LDiM 
Drain Epboiti i Bw* » Rectoae HMtfi 
(7^5). tearfte) faeorAdce Cup feurti reaatt 
Brawnw v Bedlart Town (7.45). 

UNffiOND LEAGUE UrtFHa Flrvt DwMon Cap 
tHrt iMirn Rwoifie pwoiffi v Lmotn inil 
WN6TONLEAD KENT LEAGUE Rat DterioftOW: 
non v BKfcmam t7.4EK Canteisn v usrtrenod 
. (7^5Bf»e«i*mvSbd»awn RNwocnavR*- 
nfflt fi4Sr, Henie Bqrv Camertuy (7.451; HyOw 
vCfacwniUft R a na g u vawomeh (7.4&1. 
VMJET SUSSEX C0UNIY 1EAQJE Ffcsl DMsfao: 
Shoraham v Setey (7^5). 


2 F Vela iSp), A Evans, C Morgan. R Morgan 
IDS! Ferrari 669; 3 W Taylor (SAi, E DUxw 
fFcfti). i Fto, B waddai (US) OldanoDAe 672; 
4 R teaerws, A’AiNe. C Hunesn (G«n, P 
Grouestenf (FH Porsche 6 65; 5 H Qrons, A 
Merer (Get). A FVpin (US). J Rotr iGb) Andie 
663; 6 H Stuck (Ger), T Bcwsen [Bed. 8 Adam 
(Cart Porsche 661. 

Rackets 

LACOSTE BfVTSH OPEN (Queen’* dob, 
London): Single* first Round: N Smih hi 
KlMaAer 15-6 15-1 15-2: D Barren dt T Bru- 
deneS wo: D Matey bt D Johnson 15-5 15- 
9 15-10; M Windows bt M Dean 15-5 15-9 
15-9; G Bartifr bt X Cook 15-9 15-2 154); 
A Lyons biC Hue WII tains 15-1215-9 6-15 
15^1 A Robinson bt P Brahe 7-15 17-14 15- 
S 1-15 15-10: 7 Samey-CDoison bt w Sawey- 
Cooksan 155 15-1 15-6; R Moormens U 
J Eaion 15-7 15-9 11-15 15-2: M HVAMams 
Ct R Caner 15-2 14-1615-5 15-3; D Watkins 
MM Bnera 15-7 15-9 13-15 15-10: T Cock- 
croft tt H Angus 15-3 15-6 15-8; B Tmble 

MPRwservvwRO-BriJwreblASmfflvane- 

ham 15-5 15-3 15-2: N Cripps bt G Homo 
so. Second romd: M Windowa M D Matey 
15-11 12-15 15-12 15-11; G Baiter bt A 
Lyons 15-4 15-4 15-6; T Sawy-CooAson B 
A Rofmon 12-15 5-15 15-11 15-5 15-10. 


UHLSFORT UWTED COUNTIES LEAGUE Pre- 
mier DMslort Cogaihoe v Desixnu^c Long 
audgy vNcrti am pan Spencer MfmeesBBdi- 
aone v SaratORt S( Neoe v Eynesbuiy. Wfaot 
mnvKempsun. 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE HTSt DM- 
■loo: Deraen v Vaumal GW; Eastwood Henfey 
v Ne«asrie Torn; Sadort v Nnudi 
cuti second lam UoaJey v doheme. 
SCREWHX DIRECT LEA9UE Premier DMNen; 
MangDBdirtd vOdd Dowt 
NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE Premier 
Drviden: Huskoail v Dentfiiy: Meftby v Asntett 
Thaewey v Norft Fbrtjy. 

PCDERATKM BRBRERV NORTHERN LEAGUE 
Rmt DMrioe; Wes AucUand v ConsetL 
JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Planter DMaka 
(7^45): Qscmn v Tiptre* Raterham v Mfcbecn; 
Henwh v Haontfi; Sucbuy Mfenaeren v Fe- 
iretoMC Wwxtmapi v Newnertoa. 

PONnNS LEAGUE Premier DtvWoo: Ewui v 
OUbarn (7.0) At Souhperu; ShMBeM WMne- 
day v Natnnti'am fdresi (7.0). Rnt DMeHie 
S heaeMUdvUddestiiDutiMroiAtDoniaf- 
ley SfaAm). Second OMston: Hul C*y v Man- 
eheaar Cay (7.0). 

Ru^by Union 

TOUR MATCH; Bath v OQ 0 i (705) 

Basketed 

7-UP7R0PHirsemMtaal*1kstiAC Chester Jbk 
v tefamter RMera Bflj. 

Other sports 

SNOOPER: Benson ana Heaps Mamas (Wm- 
May Conference Centra). 


Rallying 

ASstfir McRae's pertner in the Vbfcswaeen 
asam far this years British Championstte 
wdl be Finland's Tapio Laukkanen. 

SkBn£ 
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SKI HOTLINE 


Latest snow and weather reports 
from 180+ resorts in Europe and 
North America. 

Phone or far 

0891 333 110 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


At-a-gJance fax guide to snow 
conditions at 180+ resorts world- 
wide: 

0897 500 601 


Snooker 

BENSON AND HEDGES MASTERS (Wem- 
bley Conference Cetera); WHd card ptey- 
aRreoad: M Milams fWal) bt P Kuraef iEr© 

5- 1. Second raamfc N Bona lEnfl S J IV31 
tana (Thar) 6-1. Sunday** Me ramto: Sec- 
ond round: P ESdan lEnjp M □ Morgan fVWoO 

6- J. 

Tennis 

LEADMG AIP RAfWWGS: 1 p Sangras lUSl 
5.774pc: 2 G hnntsew: iCroal 3.562; 3 T 
Musis* lAu-j 3.492; 4 M Chang (USi 3^17; 
SVMetWoviRijsi 3JS7: B R hrpeek iNedil 
Z371: 7 M Aos iChiU i 2^29: 8 W Fermre 
(SA) 2^221: 9 C Moya ISp) 2471;30TEn- 
wst vSwel 24.(W; 11 A Cosa iS©> 2.036; 
12 A Agassi lUS) 1.948: 13 B Better (Geri 


ANDORRA 
Mm sat - 

Pal 

AUSTRIA 
H ad Certain . 
a tfaCgWtein 
BULGARIA 

Vlteita 

CANADA 
Iflhg j eMte) - 

nwNCT 
Awmr- 


....Fanil) packed snow cover 
. ..Bes! sic mg a arjruCW 


...Itert DBCtec snw 
...Good at Sponsasaem 


..poor, many rura Woken 


..EseOent tmu^uut Aea 


4931: 14 T Mann I USI 1.840; 15 F Man- 
UftJ (Spi 163& 16 5 Etfaerg (Suei 1,561: 
17 T Henman IGB) 1>10: 18 M Guaat-^on 
\5wev 1,537; 19 M Such (Geri 1.515: 20 
A BeKEAOgui (Spl 1.477. 

LEADNC ATP TONEY WWNERS; 1 Sum- 
bras $457,178: 2 C Mom (Sp> 253389; 3 
T Mtodbrtdge lAusi 167,668; 4 h-atvMMc 
143.145; 5 Muster 131,254; fi M Wood 
teitte (Ausl 127,668; T Hewrun 117,182; 
8) Courier iliS 1 115.810: SOotc 11J.D99: 
ID J Bjbrimun iSwei 93J221; 11 A OBnen 
lUSl 75.010: 12 PMaarhuii (New 70.320: 
13 RAX 67.963: 14 J Hioilok iSwvjI-i 
61.911; 15 F UaniiRa lft)i 61,613, 18 A 
Costa ISpl 58.613: 17 J S-mchK iSp> 
58.085; IB EnqwM SariO; 39 ) Enmfh 
(Netfil 55.927; 20 J toronco I US) 55,372 


3J 90 
3.2 SO 


101 20 
10.1 30 


Where to find the 
best snow -by fax. 

Call SK1FAX- the ski facts: 
0897300 301 


SKICODES 


Chmncmh. — 

ITALY 

Cortina 

Coufmayeur 
Folfaria 

NORWAY 

OeUo..^ 

SWnZERLAND 


.... Firmly parted ano owned 
...Patcny kM«r down 
. JUabeuH snow on lowor runs 


22.1 140 

29.1 30 

22.1 40 


.. upget stapes towing good 
...Good a an m«is 
..Good 3*. ai tr/es 


...Parted oorefci 


21.1 30 

21.1 45 

20.1 » 


For a tax list ol 180+ gwm ^ LMgt 

resort codes- z " wm - uppw oopw hener ia 

0990 100 843 

CMtpCemae««c8coM50o»r*iCreeTaRaa.iife>nnaltflig3niefCAn[»g7Stanctamacmm -CafecoBr i 


Upp Forecast 
an 

145 OwrcaS 
145 Li|9rt 


40 Bnghl, cold 

150 B^jnt.roid 


60 Dtv, buj'.hl 


175 Ctomh , 


160 Clear 
150 UnKPtik-d 
210 CokL army 

110 PmetouS 
290 Some ddul 
90 Vdnablr 


50 Oear 


280 Fine, sun^* 


-remenri aeoixuA 
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Grounds for change 

^ ir Stanley Matthews revisits 
jfigl^ his spiritual home, page 22 


sport 
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England’s luck 

Alan Watkins blows the 
whistle on referees, page 23 


When football takes a back seat to politics 


There is nothing like the com- 
bination of an imminent elec- 
tion and a popular cause to 
bring the politicians to the mi- 
crophone. Germany "stitches 
up" the World Cup and out 
come John Major and Tony 
Blair pledging their support for 
England's claim. 

To be fair, both were football 
fans before it was fashionable. 
Even so. it would be bard to 
imagine the same enthusiasm if 
the affair had occurred a couple 
of elections ago. The irony is dial 
the decision by Uefa. European 
football's governing body, to 
back Germany's bid to host the 
2006 World Cup has much to do 
with another election, that of the 
Fife president next year. 


The Story begins back in 1974 
when Joao Havclange, an am- 
bitious Brazilian, outflanked the 
English patrician Sir Stanley 
Rous to claim the post Have- 

langc. an old-srvie political fix- 
er, has stayed to power at the 
head of football's world gov- 
erning body ever since, largely 
by relying on the support of 
Asian and African votes in 
return for offering a stead)' 
increase in World Cup places. 

However, support for the oc- 
togenarian has declined re- 
cently and be will not be seeking 

re-election. His touch has been 
slipping, notably when he visit- 
ed Nigeria just as the regime was 
executing Ken Saro-Wiwa and 
other human rights activists. 


This was followed by the 
campaign for the 2002 World 
Cup in which, for the first time, 
he misjudged the mood of Fife's 
rank and file, who had previ- 
ously enabled him to ride 
roughshod over the executive. 
Havelange backed Japan, while 
South Korea pulled together an 
Asian-African-European coali- 
tion to force co-hosting. 

They did so by promising to 
support “Vision I & IT, Ger- 
man-inspired Uefa proposals to 
reform Fifa. on which Lennart 
Johansson, the European body's 
Swedish president and a pre- 
tender to Havelanges crown, 
had staked his reputation. 

One of the suggestions in Vi- 
sion I was to rotate the World 


The game’s governing bodies are driven 
by their own agendas, says Glenn Moore 


Cup between Europe, Africa, the 

Americas and Asia beginning af- 
ter 2006 when, Uefa believed, 
the tournament would be held 
in Europe, probably German)'. 

The rotation principle was 
popular worldwide, but only if 
rt began immediately, putting 
the next European contest back 
to 2014 at -the earliest. This 

raised the stakes and fractured 
the coalition. Johansson's sub- 
sequent racist remarks during 
a South African trip, which he 
passed off as an ill-judged joke, 
have not helped his or Uefa's 
cause. 


The South Africans were 
especially upset as Johansson 
had been busy knocking down 
an offer by Havelange, in a last- 
ditch attempt at “patronage”, 
unilateral!)' to “give" them the 
2006 finals. 

Thai, campaign remains wide 
open. Sepp Blatter, Fifas gen- 
eral secretary, recently invited 
Australia to join a list of po- 
tential candidates which In- 
cludes, he said, “Germany, 
England, Brazil, Argentina. 
South Africa, Morocco, Egypt, 
Peru and Ecuador combined, 
and. maybe, the United States." 


This portly explains Uefa’s 
determination to restrict 
Europe's challenge, and that of 
other confederations, to one 
country. Given the millions 
spent by Japan and South 
Korea, who are more bitter his- 
torical enemies even than Eng- 
land and Germany, this makes 
sense. The problem is the way 
Uefa has conducted itself. 

Another element of Vision 1 
called for more democratic and 
accountable government by 
Fifa. AD very laudable, but then 
Uefa made one of the biggest 

decisions in world sport in a 
manner reminiscent of smoky 
bock rooms, dodgy handshakes 
and mutual back-scratching. 
The only funny thing about this 


is the outrage of the football As- 
sociation, that paragon of open 
government, at such behaviour. 

Of course deals are done this 
wav; the FA did one with France 
to get Euro 96. India. Patrismn 
and Sri ? #nkn gazumped Lord's 
for the fast cricket World Cup by 

offering financial incentives to 
the smaller nations. Atlanta 
would never have landed the 
Olympics were Coca-Cola and 
CNN not based in the city. 

These are tiyiog times for 
Uefa. On the one hand it is try- 
ing to regain control of the 
world game, on the other try- 
ing to keep control of its own. 

That television is the sport's 
modem paymaster, and that the 
big money is in Europe, helps 


the first aim. But it hinders the: 
second because it makes the . 
clubs more powerful. Thtis 
Uefa’s capitulation over the: 
Champions' League. 

Uefa b;u> made enemies 
internally and externally, some- 
thing the FA can take advantage, 
of. On England visits to Molded 
va and Georgia, it has shown a 
sensitivity to other nations not-, 
often in evidence. . - . 

It may be that Uefa's pro-1 
posai to restrict bids to one per 
continent is passed next sum- 
mer, but it docs not mean Ger- 
many will be chosen. Not if the 
FA has realised something 
Havelange has known for so 

long — that power liesfrr the 
members, not the executive. 


England 
first for 
Forest’s 
Pearce 


Football 

NICK DUXBURY 

Stuart Pearce has always worn 
his heart on his sleeve when it 
comes to his country - and not 
even Nottingham Forest will be 
allowed to come between him 
and his England career. 

Pearce, whose contorted face 
after his exorcising goal in the 
penalty shoot-out against Spain 
was one of the lasting images of 
Euro 96. will step down as For- 
est's caretaker-manager if it 
jeopardises his chances of 
adding to 72 England caps. 

The 34-year-old defender is 
expected to become the first 
player-manager to represent 
England in next Wednesday's 
World Cup qualifying match 
against Italy at Wembley. 

In an interview with" Four- 
FourTwo magazine, Pearce re- 
vealed he would relinquish the 
responsibility of leading Forest 
away from the Premiership rel- 
egation zone if it ruled him out 
of England's plans. 

“If Glenn Hoddie says he 
doesn'r think 1 can manage 
Forest and play for England I 
would step down as manager," 
Pearce said. 

Hoddie can go ahead with 
plans to indude Paul Gascoigne 
and Paul Ince against Italy fol- 
lowing encouraging reports 
from Glasgow and Milan. 

Gascoigne has had the plas- 
ter removed from his left ankle 
and. according to the Rangers 
manager, Whiter Smith, “will be 
fit for selection". His England 
midfield partner. I nee. expects 
to recover from the thigh strain 
which caused him to miss Inter- 
na/ ionale's goalless draw at 


Perugia on Sunday. “I think I'll 
be out there." he said. “But I'll 
only know the full truth when 
I see the doctor next week." 

Dominic Matteo. who has 
twice been forced to withdraw 
from England duty by injuries, 
has also reported fit. despite sit- 
ting out Liverpool's 1-0 win at 
Derby on Saturday. 

Neil Wamock took a call on 
his mobile phone yesterday and 
learned that he had become the 
season's latest managerial ca- 
sualty. Wamock, 49, had been 
in charge at Plymouth Argyle, 
who are sixth from bottom of 
the Second Division, for 18 
months. 

Dan McCauley, the Argyle 
chairman who made the call, 
said; “We have got to get an- 
other manager who can keep us 
up. We cannot afford to go back 
down into the Third Divi- 
sion."Alan Ball, the former 
Manchester City manager, may 
be next through the door at 
Home Park. 

The former England winger 
Chris Waddle has rejected the 
chance to become the player- 
manager of West Bromwich 
Albion and is to remain with 
Bradford City purely in a play- 
ing capacity. Waddle, 36. turned 
down the chance to take over 
at The Hawthorns after being 
unable to agree on the amount 
of money which would be made 
available for players. Bruce Ri- 
och and John Toshack had al- 
ready turned down the post. 

Biackhum have agreed a 
£2.75 m fee with Widzew Lodz 
lor the Polish striker. Marck 
Cilko. The deal is subject to per- 
sonal terms, a medical and a 
work permit. 
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The first-born foal of the unbeaten Derby whiner, Lammtarra, with his mother, In Full Cry, at the Hascombe Stud, near Newmarket, yesterday 


Photograph; Peter Jay 

V-c£' 


Birth of a dream from the Lammtarra line' 


Hope is a quality that springs 
eternal among racing folk, par- 
ticularly at this time of year. The 
newest generation of thor- 
oughbreds is starling to arrive 
in barns and paddocks all over 
Britain and. just perhaps, 
among them might be the Der- 
by' winner of the year 2000. 

.-VII this year's colts have a 
long way to go before they will 
have a chance to reach such 
heady heights, but one is already 
special as the first bom of the 
unbeaten Derby winner. 
Lammtarra. 


He is also number one of a 
limited edition. In a brief but 
brilliant career Lammtarra 
pawed himself the best in Eu- 
rope in 1995, with victories in 
the King George VI & Queen 
Elizabeth Stakes and Prix de 
I’Arc de Triomphe to add to his 
Epsom triumph, but after only 
one season at stud he joined the 
mane drain to Japan. 

The power of the yen in the 
bloodstock world is almost ir- 
resistible at present; Laramtar- 
ra was owned by the fabulously 
wealthy Maktoum family of 


Sue Montgomery considers the prospects 
for a foal with a near perfect pedigree 


Dubai, but the offer that was 
made - reputedly $30ra 
(£lS-5m) - was one that even 
they could not refuse, and the 
fifth successive Derby winner 
headed into the Rising Sun. 

His future progeny are un- 
likely to appear in the European 
theatre, so any legacy of great- 
ness rests within colts like -the 
leggy baby pictured above en- 
joying the winter sunshine in a 


Stubbsian setting at the Op- 
penheimer family’s Hascombe 
Stud, near Newmarket He will 
be two weeks old tomorrow. His 
mother. In Full Cry, was one of 
54 mares who visited Lamm- 
tarra, at a cost of £30.000 each, 
at Sheikh Mohammed’s Dal- 
ham Hall Stud last year. 

The colt's heredity is top 
class. His sire is the product of ' 
the Triple Crown hero Nijinsky 


and the Oaks winner Snow 
Bride, and his dam is a daugh- 
ter of the mighty American 
horse Seattle Slew. In addition, 
the environment in which he will 
grow up is one of the best, but 
only time will tell whether the 


engine in his tiny frame wQltete 
him to glory or obscurity.^fe-' 
alistically, the odds are against 
him succeeding, but forjthe 
moment at least, the drcanf can- 
keep running. 

Racing, page 21 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 
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West Indies win but 
Lara feud festers 



It’s small. 

(But perfectly formed). i 
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ACROSS 

I Pays out to accept deliver)' of 
pack of nightwear (7) 

5 Toils in front of house will 
need right kind of insect re- 
pel Ian t (7) 

9 .Audio resources to log over- 
lapping Zodiac constellations 
16.9) ' 

It) .And this could be designated 
etc. before long (4) 

I I Complete with yen to he a fe- 
male 15) 

12 A psalm at start of Evensong 
_ in this part of church (4 1 

15 Unthinking Eastern Euro- 
pean and his reforms t7) 

16 One produces a reaction 
about a chap (7) 

1 7 Had to secure pound (sover- 
eign) for this old weapon (7) 

19 Ghost almost appearing in 
Macbeth and in Parisian feast 
(7) 

71 Expected a soldier t4) 


22 Singular dessert will come 
later (5) 

23 Old friend is one to he val- 
ued? (4) 

26 Finish women off with time 
to plan method of saving 
19,6) 

27 Half of onlookers will hold us 
lobe-dodgy (7) 

28 New trade company produc- 
ing 3!k designs (3.4) 

DOWN 

1 Chapters about rinht idioms 
17) 

2 One with knavish lack of 
mastery (4-2-3-b) 

3 In grammar equine animal 
like this must be feminine (4) 

4 Mischievous after short time 
being egotistic (T) 

5 Australian friend holds line 
for shoe repairer (7) 

6 Drink given me one day (4) 


7 One expecting to be dis- 
placed if better placed one is 
expecting! (4-11) 

8 Particular bet accepted by 
soak (7) 

13 Live surrounded by Lilian's 
damaging wrilings"(5) 

14 Dismay at day spent with 
mothers sister 15) 

17 Wretched pal cruelly held by 
Nazi war criminal (7) 

18 Turn awav fed up with lecture 
(7) 

19 Complaint oyer meal that's 
very nourishing (4-3) 

2D Nevertheless had to suppress 

friend's hunting cry (5-2) 

24 Affectedly quaint women go- 
ing in support of golfer (4) 

25 Thus having to go on foot is 
not brilliant (4) 


Cricket 

West Indies 384 and 57-0 
Australia 243 and 194 
West Indies win by 10 wickets 


The West Indies salvaged some 
lost pride with a 10- wicket vic- 
toty in the final Test in Perth yes- 
terday, although Australia 
retained the Frank Worrell Tro- 
phy with a 3-2 win in the scries. 

The Australian captain. Mark 
Taylor, later accused the West 
Indian vice-captain. Brian Lara, 
of fuelling a feud between the 
two teams in an astonishing per- 
sonal attack. 

Lara had accused the Aus- 
tralians of “all-day sledging" 
during his 208-run partnership 
with Roger Samuels the previous 
day. But Taylor replied that he 
would have preferred it if the left’ 
hander had resolved the matter 
on a one-to-one basis “either 
through the captain or the team 
management". 

Taylor blamed Lara for nig- 
gling between the two sides 
during the third day's play when 
both captains had to be' asked 
by the umpires to cool their tem- 
pers. Taylor and Courtney 
Walsh, the West Indies captain, 
were spoken to by Darrell Hair 


and Peter Willey after what ap- 
peared to be an exchange of 
words between Steve Wuigb and 
Lara, acting as Walsh’s runner. 

When asked whether Lara was 
being provocative wlien he came 
out as Walsh’s runner. Taylor said: 
"Make up your own mind. I 
found it very strange to see the 
vice-captain as the runner.” 

Matthew Hayden accidental- 
ly trod on Lara's foot trying to 
take a th row from a team-mate, 
knocking down Lara who later 
sat down to nurse a sore ankle. 

"Brian came out as a runner 
and fell over. A few of the guys 
asked him to get up and he 
didn’t like it. He said a few 
things back and the umpire 
didn't want it to go any further." 
Taylor said of the incident. 

“I think he is an antagonist 
There is no doubt about it. He 
looks for things to happen, it 
gels him going and it gets oth- 
er people away from their 
game." Taylor said the only in- 
cidents during the series had 
been provoked by Lara. 

.Australia’s collapse after 
lunch saw them lose six wickets 
for 101 runs, five of them to 
Walsh, who bowled unchanged 
throughout the period After 
Curtly Ambrose had produced 
two fine deliveries to reduce 
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Australia to 32 for 2 at lunch, 
W&lrii removed the Wiugh twins 
Mark (9) and Steve (0) in suc- 
cessive overs after the break as 
Australia subsided to 47 for 4. 

Hayden (47) and Michael Be- 
van shared a 37-run fifth-wicket 
stand, but Ambrose finished 
with 2 for 50 in nine overs, in- 
cluding 19 no-balls with nine in 
one over. Ian Bishop ended the 
threatening Hayden-Bevan stand 
and then mopped up the tail 

TIM OOK 4uO/aEa im DOSS 

AUSTRALIA - Hr*» femmes 243 1 M Bexan 97no. 

M E Waugi 79: CEL AmOnKC 5-431 

WEST INDIES — Rrst bmtngs 

lOrarrnghL' 353 far 7i 

CL Hooper c 4ea% ti Rafter .57 

I R Etenoc c Taylor o Rerfta 13 

CEL Ambrose rvm out J5 

*C A WaHh nor oul _.S 

Extra t«28 wl 05 1010) 44 

Total [Hi overs) ___384 

FaB: 1-30 2-13 3-551 4-275 5-331 6-332 7- 
332 8-359 9-367. 

Bowftng McGrarn 305-96-2 11*4); Bcdid 18- 
l-ra-0 ftfattl; Rerffel 2$«-73-5 fohiO wl): 
Warn* 19-8-55-2 (noil; BUrvwTt 8-2- 19J); S 
Uougi 7-1-28-0 mbit:' Baffin 5-0-31-0. 
AUSTRALIA - Second king* 

-V A Tartar l. d Am Bros* 1 

M L Kaydrn bt b Hooper _..47 

GSBiewettbAnAnEe 0 

M £ W#JgP C BWb b WaUti Q 

S R Waugn c Hooper b waw> 0 

M G Beau c Simmons n Wash 15 

ti A HBEily c Cnonderoaui b VtHsri J23 

PSawiWcAdaraovtaWi -S 

S K Warm C Seivnone 6 30 

A 1 BKM c Saruets B Brsnoo 18 

C 0 McGradi not out.-. L..2 

Extra 162 H8w6 "622) 3B 

Tott (47.3 p ffira l 394 

Fall. 1-7 2-17 3-43 4.4a 5*4 6-105 7-110 8- 
133 9-189. 

Bmbit Ambrose 9-2-50-2 (<*151; Wj»?h 20- 
■1.745 (rtdJ: asncp I2J-1 J4-2 (rtv3 *61: Weep- 
er 3-0-7 -1 inblt: Stmmons 3-0941 mbZ). 
WEST INDIES - Second bedn» 

SI Campbell nor oul _.16 

R G Snuh not am - - 35 

Extras (m2 wl near ,.6 

Tom (for 0. lfli own) 57 

Bowanc MqGqUi 4.M44] (ntUJ. R SOM 5-0- 
244) rnb2): Brdiel 1.2-0-17-0 («lr. 

Umpires: P MlUlcy (Eng) aMDBHW (AuU. 
AUSTRALIA WIN FIVE-TEST SERIES 3-2. 



This is a JavaStation. It's a thin dent 
- the kind of machine that visionary 
companies 0<e Sixi Mfcrosystems 
believe represerts ttffi future, of 
corporate desktop computing. 

It has no disk. It has no conventional 
operating system. It’s designed to 
run pure Java, using applications, 
residing on your server. The benefits 
include h£her refiabiSty, better 
secuity^ - and a significant decrease in 
cost of ownership over traditional PCs. 

Call for our JavaStation ane-page 
summary, and Network Compotrig 
and Java executive briefing. 


Morse Computers 










